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Message from the President
We are sorry to inform Riverlovers and friends of the
passing of our dear friend and long-term member, Robin
Fox, on March 9, 2016. Robin was one of the pillars of
Riverlovers and a key figure in Walkabout Clearwater. She
was a long-time President of Riverlovers and was
Vice-President at her passing.
Robin loved organizing the Riverlovers ShadFest, and
would have loved to continue. She had just suggested a
Father’s Day picnic at Croton Point Park for Clearwater.
Her son, Jasper, had a touching memorial service for
Robin at the banks of the Hudson River in Croton Point Park
on March 19th at sunset.
For the March Potluck, we screened "Solar Energy—
Saved by the Sun.” This well-received documentary offered
the pro's and con's of solar power. One of the pro's of solar
energy is that it is clean energy from the sun, and less fossil
fuel is needed to produce electricity. One of the con's of
solar energy is the enormous space needed to produce the
electricity. The solar plant which used parabolic mirrors to
heat the oil to make steam is as large as Central Park.
For the Friday, April 15th Potluck meeting at 6:30pm at
the Croton Point Nature Center, we will screen National
Geographic's "March of the Penguins."
Breathtaking
photography captures the transcendent beauty and staggering
you-are-there drama of devoted parent penguins who, in the
face of the fierce polar winter, take turns guarding their egg.
To start our outdoor season, let’s have a walk at Brinton
Brook Sanctuary, Sunday, April 17th at 1:00pm. We will
meet at the former A&P in Croton on Rte. 9A. This large
Sanctuary is part of the Saw Mill River Audubon Society.
We have been invited to have an outreach table at the
Croton Earth Day celebration on Saturday, April 30th from
10am to 2pm at Vassallo Park. Come see the exhibits and
volunteer to help at our table to showcase the Riverlovers.
Riverkeeper’s annual Riversweep is on Saturday, May
7th. Daria and I will be co-captains at Georges Island Park.
We have several volunteers already, but we need more
people. This is a change in location from Croton Point Park.
For the May 20th Potluck-meeting on Friday evening at
6:30pm, we are proud to have our own Cynthia Andersen
give a talk on "American Impressionism." This is a lead-in
for the Riverlovers to re-visit the New York Botanical
Garden.
There will be a showing of American
Impressionism artists, which will be narrated by Cynthia,

and we will visit the Wildflower Gardens which Daria Gregg
will describe. At the April Potluck, we will discuss a date
when we will visit the Botanical Gardens. Daria feels we
should go soon after the May Potluck, because the Botanical
Gardens greenhouse gets very warm in summer-time.
For the 3rd week-end of June we are exploring the
possibility of a Father’s Day picnic in honor of Pete and
Toshi Seeger, and our own Robin Fox.
Continued on page 3

In Memoriam

We are saddened to inform Riverlovers and friends of the
passing of our dear friend and long-term member and officer,
Robin Fox, on March 9, 2016.
Robin was one of the pillars of Riverlovers and a key
figure in the Walkabout Clearwater chorus and coffeehouse.
She was a long-time President of Riverlovers, and was
Vice-President at her passing.
Robin loved organizing the Riverlovers ShadFest, and
would have loved to continue it. She had just suggested a
Father’s Day week-end picnic at Croton Point Park on behalf
of Clearwater.
She was a Croton
resident for over 30 years,
and dedicated her life to her
son and to making the world
a better place.
Tirelessly
involved in her community,
she was active in the Croton
Free Library, the ShadFest,
and the Voting booth in
Cortlandt. In addition to her
son and his family, she is also
survived by her brother
Michael, nephews Jason and
Tim, niece Zoe, and many
dear friends.
Her son, Jasper, arranged a moving memorial service at
Croton Point Park on March 19th near the Rotunda and the
Hudson River that she cared so much about.
In her honor and memory, and in accordance with her
son’s wishes, Riverlovers would like to collect donations and
then forward them to Clearwater, which she loved so much.
Please send them to Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285,
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

Past Its Expiration Date
That’s Indian Point we’re talking about, of course. There’s
been a whole litany of recent “mishaps” to clearly
demonstrate that it’s time to retire this creaky facility with
two aging nuclear reactors, plus one “retired” already and
never decommissioned.
About a month ago, samples showed a spike in the
amount of radioactive tritium being discharged from the
Entergy facility into groundwater, and this will work its way
into the Hudson River in due time. In the last year, there
have been pump and power failures, a transformer explosion,
other radiation leaks, a fire and an oil spill.
This host of accidents and failures definitely indicates
that Indian Point can no longer operate safely, especially in
such close proximity to the nation’s largest population
center. Governor Cuomo has become convinced that Indian
Point must be shut down and safely decommissioned, and he
has ordered several state agencies to take necessary actions.
Maintenance problems have caused groundwater
radiation levels to climb to 740 times the federal limit, but
Entergy has been granted an extension of time to pinpoint
the source of the major leak, and then they will need more
time to try to fix it, all the while letting the radioactive
tritium make its way to the Hudson. Does it need to be said
that this isotope causes cancer and there is no safe dose?
Indian Point also has about 1500 tons of radioactive
waste in the form of spent fuel rods packed into crowded
pools. These pools are leaking as well, and violating the
Clean Water Act in the process. In addition, the plant’s
outmoded cooling system has devastating effects on the
ecology of the Hudson River, killing more than a billion fish,
eggs and larvae each year as it draws in millions of gallons
of water a day from the river.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reports that one of
the two operating reactors at Indian Point has the highest risk
of any reactor in the country of being damaged by an
earthquake. What’s more, federal studies show that this
facility is highly vulnerable to acts of terrorism, and an
evacuation for any reason would be, for all practical
purposes, impossible.
Emergency responses would be
essentially futile as well.
There is no longer any question that Indian Point is well
past its expiration date and needs to be closed forthwith. A
number of studies have now shown that it is not essential,
not safe, and entirely replaceable.

Frightening Fracking Facts
Fracking a single well typically requires millions of gallons
of water. Permits often allow three million gallons a day to
be taken per well from nearby water resources. Big Oil and
Gas’s thirst for water is depleting groundwater and drying up
streams in some areas, and there are no safe disposals
options for the toxic waste that is generated. Wastewater
treatment plants are not equipped to treat the resulting
wastewater, and injecting it underground leads to
earthquakes.
The chemicals used in fracking, many of which are
dangerous, don’t have to be disclosed—they are considered
“trade secrets.” First responders and others in accident cases
are potentially exposed to toxic materials causing cancer,

neurological damage and birth defects that are in the wastes,
emitted into the air, and left underground to contaminate
water resources.
Thanks in part to intensive lobbying from then-Vice
President Dick Cheney, Big Oil and Gas is exempt from key
statutes in all the major environmental laws. This includes
the Safe Drinking Water Act, the Clean Water Act, the Clean
Air Act, and laws dealing with the disposal of toxic waste.
Three to five percent of the tens of thousands of oil and
gas wells drilled and fracked each year in the U.S. will be
poorly or incompletely “cased.” This means they are leaky
as a result of the concrete and casing process being faulty,
and each of these wells presents a new pathway for methane
and other dangerous hydrocarbon gases to leak into aquifers
and household water wells. After a few years, many of the
wells have been abandoned, and they will deteriorate and
begin to degrade, causing further leakage.
This rapid-fire drilling and abandoning practice will
lock in disastrous climate change effects, and these will be
compounded by burgeoning environmental and public health
problems, but the culprits will have taken their money and
ran. We’re the ones who will be left holding the bag, and it
will be empty.

ExxonMobil Being Investigated
Analysts at the Union of Concerned Scientists have
unearthed internal documents showing that ExxonMobil
recognized the danger and began factoring global warming
into its business decisions as early as 1981. In the wake of
these revelations and their use in exposés by prominent
media outlets, the New York State Attorney General has
launched an investigation into whether ExxonMobil broke
the law by misleading investors and the public about the
risks posed by climate change.
It's the first investigation of its kind, and it's incredibly
important. If climate denial becomes a legal liability, fossil
fuel companies will have a compelling incentive to stop
spreading mis-information—just as Big Tobacco learned
some years back. Environmental organizations are working
to hold ExxonMobil accountable, and to change the way
energy companies do business.
The ExxonMobil documents grabbed some headlines,
but getting the media to pay attention to corporate deception
has to become an on-going strategy. Climate experts are
busy crunching data that will tie carbon producers like
ExxonMobil to specific environmental consequences of their
operations.
We need to pinpoint exactly how much ExxonMobil and
others are responsible for heat waves, rising global
temperatures, and more at the company level. This is the
kind of cold, hard data that will help hold carbon producers
accountable in completely new and very public ways.

Instructions For The Good Life
Watch a sunrise.
Compliment people.
Have a dog or a cat.
Remember birthdays.
Say “thank you” a lot.
Admit your mistakes.
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Sing in the shower.
Return things borrowed.
Write “thank you” notes.
Make the best of the bad.
Remember news is biased.
Vote.

Continued from page 1

What’s Happening
When
Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon Sloop
Club, at Long Dock Park in Beacon. Local cheeses, eggs,
pasta, bread, lamb, fruits and vegetables.

This summer's activities will include canoe trips to
Constitution Marsh, and to Iona Island. We will sail on our
members’ sailboat, the Solar Wind, and our annual sail on
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater.
Come to our meetings and activities. Members and
non-members are welcome. Together we can be educated
and educate others to protect the Hudson River and save the
Earth and its climate for ourselves and future generations.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

April 2, Sat, 6pm, Beacon Sloop Club’s 10th Annual
Woody Dinner, at Chateau Beacon. $60 includes dinner &
live music.
R S V P b y M a r c h 2 3rd.
Info:
www.beaconsloopclub.org.
April 9, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Brother Sun—Greg Greenway, Joe Jencks &
Pat Wictor. Great instrumental music, lyrics & melodies.
At Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave,
White Plains.
Advance tickets via credit card ($18)
www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602, or $23 at
door.
Open seating.
Proceeds benefit Walkabout &
Clearwater. Refreshments available. Free Parking. Sing
with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal
Teachabout starting at 6:45pm.
Info: 914-946-1625 or
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
April 10, Sun, 3pm, “Women’s Work,” eclectic music
written & performed by women. A Beacon Sloop Club
fundraiser for the Woody, with Lydia Adams Davis. $15. At
the Howland Center, 477 Main St, Beacon.
April 13-June 1, Wednesdays, 7-9pm, Sailing Class at
Beacon Sloop Club. Total cost for 8 sessions is $50 (with
instruction book). At BSC clubhouse, 2 Flynn Dr, Beacon.
Info: Jim at jbirmingham@hvc.rr.com,
www.beaconsloopclub.org, or call Jim at 201-259-9634.

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2016 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

April 15, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Potluck at Croton Point
Nature Center. Screening of National Geographic’s “March
of the Penguins.” Info: www.Riverlovers.org.
April 17, Sun, 1pm, Riverlovers Hike at Brinton Brook
Sanctuary. Meet at former A&P on Rte 9A in Croton.
April 21, Thurs, 6:30pm, Folk City: New York & the
American Folk Music Revival, with Dr. Stephen Petrus. At
Beacon Sloop Clubhouse.
Free.
Info:
www.beaconsloopclub.org, (845) 463-4660, (914)
879-1082.
April 30, Sat, 10am-2pm, Croton Earth Day Celebration
at Vassallo Park. Volunteer to help at our outreach table to
showcase the Riverlovers. Call Warren for details.
May 7, Sat, Riverkeeper’s Annual Riversweep. Daria and
Warren will be co-captains at Georges Island Park. Contact
one of them to sign up and help clean up.

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$25 Individual & $35 Family
It cost $9.30 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter and the river, and get your
friends to join you.

$40
$55
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate,
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our
environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeriti

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Eric Marshall
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Bill Flank

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
April Newsletter Contributors: Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Screening of March of the Penguins
Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, April 15, 2016
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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