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Message from the President
March Madness!
Not with basketball but with four North-Easters with icy
snow falls, low temperatures, and very high winds causing
considerable damage to houses, trees, and power lines.
Spring is coming?
For the March meeting I was planning to screen "The
Great Polar Feast", however, the attendees wanted to see the
Frontline report "War on the EPA". This is a powerful
documentary! Fossil fuel industry-funded state attorney
generals led by Scott Pruitt are reversing Obama era
regulations such as a 30% reduction of carbon dioxide
emissions. Climate change deniers are in control, (to burn
more coal, oil, and gas) while CO2 levels continue to rise.
These people are killing the planet! HOW DARE THEY!
The date for our visit to the Materials Recovery Facility
is Tuesday April 3rd at 10:30am. Directions are New York
State Thruway to Exit 6a, Stew Leonard Drive opposite Stew
Leonard’s; turn left to the Materials Facility. Tours of the
(MRF) educate visitors on the recycling process in
Westchester County. Visitors are taken to observation tower
to view machinery that separate, sort, and prepare materials
to be sold to third-party manufactures. From the towers,
viewers can also see the tipping floor where truckloads of
recyclables are delivered and dropped off. A brief
presentation and educational video is shown about the
purpose and benefits of recycling. If you want to attend or
carpool let me know at 914-319-3379.
Let’s go hiking at Blue Mountain Park Saturday April
14th or snow date (ha ha) April 15th, at 1pm. We will either
climb Mount Spitzenburg or Blue Mountain. The best views
are before the tree leaves come out. Let’s meet at the Super
Foodtown parking lot, north Croton on Rte. 9A.
For the Friday April 20th potluck meeting, 6:30pm at
the Croton Point Nature Center, I will give a talk about
rising CO2 levels. The NOAA website has a wealth of
information on CO2 levels. We will screen this month "The
Great POLAR BEAR Feast". In the film, featured scientist
Todd Atwood, estimated that there has been a 40% decline
of the Polar Bears around the South Beaufort since 2006.
This is an extraordinary decline.
Once again the Riverlovers have been asked to
participate in the Earth Day Celebration at Vassallo Park. We
will have an outreach table showcasing Riverlover’s various

outdoor activities, and our discussions and DVD's at our
meetings. The date is Saturday April 28 from 10 am to 3 pm.
We need volunteers to help out at the table.
Saturday, May 5, there will two Hudson River cleanups.
The Riverkeeper Riversweep and UU Croton Church. We
will choose one to help at the April potluck meeting.
For the Friday May 18th potluck meeting we will screen
"Global Warming the Signs and the Science". Over the last
million years there have been countless ice ages and
warming periods. So what’s the different now? For the first
in Earth’s history there are Humans, and we are making a
natural situation worse.
In closing, it is my personal opinion that we need more
Generation 4 Nuclear plants in the USA and around the
World to bring down CO2 levels and to halt Global Warming
and to prevent the grievance damage of Scott Pruitt. As one
of our members yelled out at the screening of War on the
EPA. "He is a slime ball".
Come to our meetings and our activities. Members and
non-members are welcome. Together we can be educated
and educate others to protect the Hudson River and save the
Earth and its climate for ourselves and future generations.

Environmental Scoreboard
Cynthia Andersen
As of this writing I am happy to report that some of the most
damaging riders involving environmental policy devised by
Republicans attached to legislative bills have been left out of
the omnibus spending bill. These riders would have delayed
enforcement of clean air regulations, killed two of Obama’s
rules aimed at reducing greenhouse gases from oil and gas
wells, weakened protections for endangered species and
shielded the Trump administration from legal challenges in
its efforts to repeal clean water rules.
Trump wanted to cut funding to the EPA budget by
31%, but this will not happen; there will be no cuts. Funding
for energy efficiency and renewable energy programs faced a
70% cut, but their budget went up instead. Money for the
Land and Water Conservation Fund, a vehicle for protecting
threatened open space, rose to $425 million, far more than
the $64 million in the president’s budget. Quoting from the
New York Times, “All, in all, Friday was a sunny day for the
environmental and scientific communities, which has known
nothing but gloomy days since the moment Mr. Trump took
office. It’s time they got a good one.”

THE HUDSON RIVER IN ART HISTORY
Cynthia Andersen
Last month we learned how in 1825 John Trumbull and
several of his friends discovered three landscape paintings
by Thomas Cole. It was the beginning of the Hudson River
School of Painting. Artists and writers of the 19th century
believed that men could be morally uplifted by gazing upon
the beauty of our landscape as Americans began to
appreciate the uniqueness and beauty of our country. Artists
and writers used landscape as an unlimited resource for
creating national images and myths. Images of landscapes
and ideas of a nation were intertwined.
Asher B. Durand wrote that “Cole’s fame spread like
wild fire” and it did. Cole became a cultural hero and
American art was coming into its own; the Hudson River
School of Painting was born.

background sets it apart: a steam locomotive, an unequivocal
symbol of industrial development. This work is considered
to be the earliest known American oil painting to depict a
train. Cole’s writings are clear about how he viewed the
destructive impact of industry on nature. The painting
explores the tensions between nature and industry by
limiting the lush greenery, including the train along with
other markers of encroaching civilization: a collection of
houses; perhaps a town; steam or smoke arises from the
horizon, perhaps from a factory. In the foreground stands
the scene’s main figure, a man in a bright red coat, holding
an axe, amidst a clearing of fallen trees. One of Cole’s
essays describes the process of creating an agrarian
landscape out of the American wilderness as the “ravages of
the axe.” The painting asks the question: does the path to
civilization and its improvements come only at the expense
of clearing away the pristine American landscape?

Fukushima & Indian Point:
Twin Problems
This past March 11th marks seven years since the Great
Eastern Earthquake in Japan triggered what has become the
ongoing disaster of Fukushima. There was the meltdown of
three nuclear reactors, the breach and flooding of
containment vessels, the initial release of radiation that
traveled around the globe, the continuing release of radiation
into the Pacific Ocean and the proliferation of giant storage
tanks containing highly radioactive water.
As efforts to contain the release of high levels of
radiation have failed, the flow of information about what is
actually happening has become increasingly restricted by the
Cole painted two pictures contrasting the eras before Japanese government. We see that radiation levels
and after the Canajoharie and Catskill Railroad was built. previously deemed unsafe are now being considered
Cole created a nostalgic vision of an era before and after the "acceptable," and subsidies to families forced to leave
loggers and railroad builders had spoiled the picturesque ancestral farm lands are being cut off. The picture is still
beauty of the landscape. View on the Catskill-Early Autumn, very murky, and release of highly radioactive water into the
one of the most beautiful of his several paintings at the Met, Pacific ocean is again being contemplated in desperation.
Closer to home, there is a parallel between the melted
is a panorama of densely forested land near his upstate
down
reactors at Fukushima and the decommissioning of the
home; Catskill, NY. Just before he began the painting in
1836, most of the forest was leveled to make way for the reactors at Indian Point. High level radioactive waste is
railroad. Cole went ahead with the painting, but showed the stored at both sites. In fact, the 2,700-plus tons of irradiated
fuel rods at Indian Point is more than the high-level
landscape as it had been, not as the ruin it had become.
radioactive waste in all the fuel pools at Fukushima at the
time of the disaster.
We can ask: “What is happening in the Fukushima
community and surrounding area now, as the result of all
this radioactive contamination?” How has it affected the
people who lived there and those who want to move back?
What issues and problems are they facing, and what would
we face in our community if decommissioning of Indian
Point is not done safely?
In order to ensure public safety, the Indian Point Safe
Energy Coalition, in coordination with Clearwater and other
organizations, is calling for the establishment of a Citizens
Oversight Board. This is a critical step in keeping the public
informed, and will help to maintain open decision-making.
Just as there is no place to put high-level radioactive
waste from Fukushima, there is no place to put Indian Point
waste anywhere in the United States without contaminating
At first glance River in the Catskills seems like a typical another community. It must remain on-site, be safely and
th
19 century landscape, but it is really very unusual among properly stored and protected, and be adequately monitored.
American landscapes of its time. One small detail in the We need to demand nothing less.
—2—

What’s Happening
When
Sundays, 10am-3pm. Farmer’s Market at VFW hall on
Main St. in Beacon. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb,
fruits and vegetables.

wonderful latte that the Black Cow excels at. I rush there
after my Tuesday exercise class while the rest of the women
in my class sit around the Club Fit Cafeteria bemoaning the
latest Trump treachery. I get to feel like I am doing
something more productive than just sitting around fretting
and blowing off steam. At last count I believe we clocked
almost 30,000 postcards. Come and join us; we need you.

Tuesday, April 3, 10:30 am, Riverlovers’ Visit to the
Materials Facility (See directions on page 1 of this issue for
the President’s message)

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Wednesday, April 4, On the Ossining Waterfront: A
Tangled Tale of Epic Change, Human Tragedy and Real
Estate presented by Ossining Village Historian Dana White
at Ferry Sloops meeting – Shattemuc Yacht Club, 46
Westerly Road, Ossining, info@ferrysloops.org

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________

Thursday, April 12, Beacon Sloop Club Winter Lecture
Series presents Restoring the Woody Guthrie and
Clearwater – Jim Kricker (with screening of Jon
Bowermaster’s short film). All are held at 7pm at the Beacon
Sloop Club Clubhouse at the train station.

City __________________________ State ____________

Saturday, April 14, Riverlover’s hike to Blue Mountain Park
(See details in President’s message, page 1 of this issue.)

Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

Saturday, April 14, 7:30pm, The Walkabout Clearwater
Coffeehouse presents Sonia De Los Santos & Rachel
Kilgour: In the first floor sanctuary at Memorial United
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY
Tickets $18 in advance online; $23 at the door; Students
with ID: $15; Children ages 6 to 12 $10

I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

Friday, April 20, 6:30pm, Riverlover’s Monthly Potluck
Supper at Croton Point Nature Center. We will screen The
Great Polar Bear Feast (See details on page 1 of this issue
for the President’s message.)

Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

Saturday, April 28, 10 am to 3pm, EARTH DAY at Vassallo
Park. Croton-on-Hudson.

$50
$65
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Other

$500
$1000
$5000
$25

Politics and Latte

Name ____________________________________________

Cynthia Andersen
Shortly after Donald Trump became our 45th president, a
gathering began to form each Tuesday at the Black Cow
Coffee House in Croton-on-Hudson Every Tuesday we local
residents voice our opposition to the Trump administration
by writing postcards to members of our government;
senators and representatives; both local and national, as well
as members of the executive branch.
On “Postcard Tuesday” you will find us sitting at a large
table in the middle of the Black Cow Coffee House. The
table is covered with postcards, mailing address labels,
stamps and lists of topics such as gun control, immigration,
women’s rights, health care and the environment. We are
even given a script to copy about these subjects in case we
cannot come up with something ourselves. We, the recipients
of all these prepared materials make small donations to help
defray costs.
A typical day begins at 9 a.m. and ends at 6p.m. It is all
very friendly and casual and there is time to sip the

Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate,
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our
environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
April Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and screening of
The Great Polar Bear Feast

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, April 20, 2018
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
—4—

