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Message From The President

Hydraulic Fracturing & Drinking Water

by Warren Lindholm
Come join us on Friday, December 18th at 6:30pm for Riverlovers’ Monthly Potluck to end the year, at Croton Point Nature Center. In keeping with our holiday tradition, we’re
planning on showing the acclaimed film, “Who Killed the
Electric Car?”
We’re starting to look ahead at next year’s events, and
we need your help and commitment to make them happen.
ShadFest seems a long way off, but it will be our 20th (!), so
let’s make it a really big one.
Riverlovers needs everyone’s support to continue our
work and appreciation of the environment and our beautiful
Hudson River. Let’s try to have better attendance at all our
meetings and events. Bring your friends and relatives, and
remember that our Potlucks are the third Friday of the month
at 6:30pm.

Even though Chesapeake Energy, the corporation that had
planned to drill for gas in New York State using the “hydrofracking” technique, has changed their mind, hearings are
being held in the state, and Congress is considering legislation that would put the method under federal oversight. The
drilling process was originally developed by Halliburton,
and it is suspected of endangering drinking water supplies.
The companies that practice this type of operation keep
secret what additives they use, claiming that they are trade
secrets. The proposed legislation would require them to disclose what they are injecting into the ground under high
pressure. Thousands of gallons of water, mixed with sand
and a cocktail of chemical additives, are pumped into solid
rock formations as much as a mile underground, to fracture
the shale rock and create channels for previously unreachable gas and oil deposits to flow to the surface for recovery.
The solutions that are used contain a dozen chemicals
such as acids, ethylene glycol, DMF, ammonium bisulfite,
guar gum, polyacrylamide and potassium chloride, some of
which are toxic and can migrate into drinking water supplies.
The House bill is co-sponsored by Maurice Hinchey, and the
Senate bill is co-sponsored by Charles Schumer. They say
that the legislation simply requires the oil and gas industry to
follow the same rules as everyone else. The supplement to
the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974 would give the EPA
regulatory authority and would also require disclosure of the
chemical additives used in the drilling process.
The problem is not natural gas or even hydraulic fracturing itself, but rather that dangerous chemicals are being injected into the ground and polluting water resources without
any oversight whatsoever. All other industries must meet
federal drinking water standards to ensure that groundwater
is not contaminated. Under the previous administration, a
declaration was made that this drilling technique poses no
threat to underground drinking water supplies. It’s time that
favor for the industry was undone. Our water is too important to be left to industry payoffs and politicians’ whims.

Walkabout Coffeehouse Coming Up
Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse will present the third
concert in the 22nd (!) season of Coffeehouse evenings.
Twenty-two seasons is pretty impressive for a volunteer-run
effort. The Coffeehouse has lasted for 22 seasons partly
because of the fabulous talent featured, and of course because of the dedication of Walkabout Clearwater members,
and audience loyalty.
Once again you'll find a flyer for the Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse with your Riverlovers Currents. Please
post it and note that in an effort to recycle paper, we've
printed the flier double-sided. Be sure the December side is
the readable side.
The December concert features Kim & Reggie Harris.
Kim and Reggie have been on Walkabout's stage, and at
Clearwater's Revival, many times. They are "two vibrant,
superbly talented and engaging performers whose captivating stage presence has inspired audiences around the world
for over 25 years."
Don’t forget to post the Kim and Reggie side and be
sure to get tickets for yourself. Don’t miss this evening!
Get your tickets by credit card at
www.BrownPaperTickets.com, or for more information,
check the website at www.WalkaboutClearwater.org or call
914-242-0374. Bring your friends and continue the 22nd
season in style!

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$15 Individual & $20 Family
It cost $7.60 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter!

ShadFest 2010

Riverlovers Celebrity Personalities

Riverlovers ShadFest 2010 is on the Westchester County
calendar—it should be on yours too! Mark it down right
now: Sunday, May 16, 2010 at Croton Point Park. As the
weeks pass, we will have news about the menu, the performers, and other interesting details. Plan to volunteer, and get
your friends to come and celebrate. Let's have a really big
success this time—it will be our 20th ShadFest! That’s
pretty impressive, isn’t it?

SustainabilityAnd Switching
Sustainability starts with a switch. Not just the changing of
a light bulb, but a fundamental shift in our stewardship of the
earth’s resources—and how we regard our obligation to all
life on the planet, now and for future generations.
When a family, a school, a small business or a global
corporation builds the ethic of sustainability into its culture,
it creates a sense of solidarity, a feeling that all of us are
working toward a common and noble goal.
Changing a light bulb actually does make a difference.
Lighting uses 19% of worldwide energy consumption. Fluorescents use about 75% less energy than standard incandescent bulbs and last up to 10 times longer. If every American
home replaced just one bulb, we would save enough energy
to light more than 3 million homes for a year, we would save
more than $600 million in annual energy costs, and we
would prevent greenhouse gases equivalent to the emissions
of more than 800,000 cars.
Conserving energy through this simple act creates ripples through our communities, our nation and the entire
earth. Think of it: We’re reducing the pressure to build new
power plants and we’re generating less waste for our landfills. Most importantly, we’re cutting the greenhouse gas
emissions that contribute to climate change.
Here’s how to measure your impact. Replace one 60
watt standard incandescent with a 14 watt compact fluorescent and save $36 a year and 565 pounds of carbon dioxide
emissions, based on average daily use for three to four hours
a day, seven days a week. Replace one 100 watt bulb with a
27 watt fluorescent and save $73 a year and 896 pounds of
carbon dioxide. Imagine the difference if you replaced all
the bulbs in your home!
So what’s our definition of sustainability? It’s more
than a catch-phrase. It’s meeting the needs of the present
generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. We all have a role to play,
and we can really make a difference. When do you plan on
switching?

Cynthia Andersen, lecturing on Hudson River Painters at
River Days, Van Cortlandt Manor. Photo by Beverly Dyckman

Gunnar Andersen, doing an educational seining, at Croton
Point Park.
Photo by Beverly Dyckman

Energy Spending And Saving
Here are some tips (some of them cost-free) that can save
you a bundle and help to build our green economy. If you
turn down your thermostat one degree this winter, your savings will amount to 3% of your fuel bill. If you dry your
clothes on a line or rack, there’s no cost and you’ll save
about $80 a year. You’ll also prevent emission of 1247
pounds of carbon dioxide as well.
continued on page 3

Randy King of King Marine, our old friend in Verplanck.
Photo by Beverly Dyckman
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What’s Happening
When

continued from page 2

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb &
mushroom spring rolls.
Dec 2, Wed, 6:30pm, Ferry Sloop Meeting & Potluck, at
Croton Point Nature Center. Our sister organization and
sailing group shares a home, a mission and some activities
with us. Info: www.ferrysloop.org.
Dec 5, Sat, 8pm, The Peoples’ Voice Café featuring Charlie King & Karen Brandow. Alternative coffeehouse at
Community Church of NY Unitarian Universalist, 40 E 35th
St (between Madison & Park Aves). Tickets $15. Doors
open at 7:30pm. Info: www.peoplesvoicecafe.org.
Dec 6, Sun, 5pm, Uptown Coffeehouse featuring Antje
Duvekot, at Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture,
4450 Fieldston Road, Bronx.
Tickets $15.
Info:
www.uptowncoffeehouse.org or (718) 885-2955.
Dec 12, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Kim & Reggie Harris. At Memorial United
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains. Tickets
$17.50 in advance (available via
www.BrownPaperTickets.com), or $20 at door. $15 at door
with student ID, $10 children 6-12, open seating. Proceeds
benefit Walkabout & Clearwater. Refreshments available.
Free parking. Informal songfest starts at 6:45pm. Info:
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org or call 914-242-0374.
Dec 12, Sat, First day of Hanukkah.
Dec 18, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck to end
the year, at Croton Point Nature Center. In keeping with our
holiday movie tradition, we’re planning on showing the acclaimed film, “Who Killed the Electric Car?” Join us.
Check our website at www.riverlovers.org for the latest info.
Dec 25, Fri, Christmas cheer to all.
Dec 26-Jan 1, Sat-Fri, Kwanzaa celebration.
Jan 1, Fri, Let the New Year bring a new beginning!
Jan 10, Sun, 5pm, Uptown Coffeehouse featuring Mark
Erelli at Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture,
4450 Fieldston Road, Bronx.
Tickets $15.
Info:
www.uptowncoffeehouse.org or (718) 885-2955.

Walkway Over The Hudson Opens

Replace ten incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescents, at a cost of about $40, and you’ll save $92 in a year
and prevent 1431 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions.
If you want to go for broke and purchase an EnergyStar
refrigerator, you might spend $500-$700, and you’ll save
$24 in the first year and 372 pounds in carbon dioxide emissions. Over the refrigerator’s life, that can add up.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2010 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

	

	

	

	


Individual	

Family	

Contributor	

Sponsor	


$40	

$55	

$100	

$200	


	

	

	

	


Mariner	

Sailing-Master	

Benefactor	

Student	


$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

	


Visa	

	


MC	

	


Discover	


Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

The long-awaited Grand Opening was held the weekend of
October 2nd to 4th, and there was a huge crowd that came to
celebrate. There were activities on the bridge, on the shore,
and on the water. The Woody Guthrie took out guests and
ferried people out to the Sloop Clearwater, and the two boats
put on quite a show for the crowds watching from the bridge.
It was quite an undertaking to make it all happen, and
for the bridge it was a near-death experience, but it’s now
available to all for visiting. This piece of Hudson Valley
history is, and will continue to be, a great tourist destination.
Come see it, and be impressed!

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:	

 Clearwater, Inc.
	

112 Little Market Street
	

 Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	


Coordinator	


Phone

Envir. Education	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Membership	


Gunnar Andersen	

 432-3112

Newsletter	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	

 Cynthia Andersen	

 432-3112
Outreach	

Photographer/Archivist	

 Beverly Dyckman	

 739-5057
Potluck	


Warren Lindholm	

 739-9028

Publicity	

ShadFest	


Robin Fox	


271-6088

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Riverlovers Officers
President:	

Vice Pres. (programs):	

Secretary:	

Treasurer:	

President-Emeriti	

	


Warren Lindholm	

Robin Fox	

Cynthia Andersen	

Daria Gregg	

Eric Marshall	

Gunnar Andersen	


739-9028
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112	


Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
December Newsletter Contributors: Robin Fox, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and year-end movie showing

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
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Croton-Harmon
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Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, December 18, 2009
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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