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Message From The President
Yum! What a wonderful Thanksgiving potluck. Well attended! I want to thank all the Chefs who cooked such delightful nutritious food from their different kitchens, and
let’s not forget our gourmet desserts. The evening ended
with a movie by Mel Fitting of our sail on the sloop “Clearwater”. A well-made movie, bringing back memories of a
delightful sail this summer!
For the December 17th meeting, let’s have a holiday
feast with traditional meals and treats. I plan to show the
movie “Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low Price.” From the
dvd jacket: “Takes you behind the glitz and into the real
lives of workers and their families, business owners and their
communities, in an extraordinary journey that will challenge
the way you think, feel…and shop.”
For those who decorate their houses with Christmas
lights for the holidays, let’s use the new light-emitting diode
(LED) lights. These lights use about 20% of the power of
incandescent lights for the same amount of illumination.
The Eagle Fest is coming Saturday, February 5, 2011.
Again we will be serving soups and bread, for the volunteers
and the vendors. At the November meeting I brought up the
idea of having an “outreach” table down at the circular
tents. The idea was well received, as we have enough volunteers at the Croton Point Nature Center, and the exposure for
our group will be important. We’ll need to have someone
negotiate this for us with the people at Teatown.
To all, Happy Holidays.

Fracking Database Planned
Two industry-supported state-based organizations have announced that they plan to create a centralized system to obtain, store and publish information about the chemicals used
in hydraulic fracturing, the controversial natural gas drilling
technique that poses a threat to drinking water supplies.
The fracking process involves pumping large amounts
of water mixed with sand and chemical additives deep underground at high pressure to break up shale rock formations
and stimulate the flow of natural gas. Large amounts are
trapped in these rock layers, and they occur in many areas of
the country, including the huge Marcellus formation that
extends into southern New York State.
The Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission and
the Ground Water Protection Council say they will work

together with the Department of Energy to refine the voluntary chemical disclosure system. Congressman Elliot Engel
and others have introduced a bill to require full disclosure of
the often-dangerous chemicals used in the drilling process,
which has caused widespread contamination of drinking
water supplies in Pennsylvania and other states.
Disclosure will enhance public awareness, according to
the organizations, but it is suspected that they want to ward
off regulatory requirements by voluntarily establishing the
database. The stated purpose of the Web-based registry,
which is expected to cost $3 million and take a year to complete, is to create and maintain a national chemical registry
for hydraulic fracturing that is user-friendly and available to
the public, first responders and emergency personnel. That’s
the least they can do.

Walkabout Coffeehouse News
The third Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse evening in this
23rd season is scheduled for Saturday, December 11. As
always, the place is Memorial United Methodist Church,
250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains.
The December program is the ever popular “Phil Ochs
Night.” These evenings celebrate the music of Phil Ochs,
who took his life in 1976. Phil's songs and poetry have been
the part of the “sound track” of our times. This December
Phil would have been 70 years old! To commemorate his
birthday, his sister Sonny Ochs, who organizes the evenings,
has again brought together a group of superb musicians and
singers.
Participating will be Magpie (Terry Leonino and Greg
Artzner), John Flynn, Joe Jencks, Nancy Tucker, Pat Wictor,
Sonny Ochs, and the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus. Tickets
at $15 can be purchased at BrownPaperTickets, or $20 at the
door. This is a very popular evening, and seats sell quickly.
Don't be left out!
AND, don't miss the PBS TV special, “Peter Yarrow
Sing Along,” to be shown Saturday, November 27th (check
listings for time of showing). Walkabout Clearwater Chorus
is featured along with other well-known artists.

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$15 Individual & $20 Family
It cost $7.60 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter and the river!

Hiking the Highlands Gateway
It was a brisk but beautiful Sunday, on November 21st, and a
bunch of Riverlovers led by Warren Lindholm met at the end
of Doris Lee Drive, off Highland Avenue, to enjoy an afternoon of hiking in the Hudson Highlands Gateway Park, an
area cooperatively managed by New York State and Westchester County.
Gunnar and Cynthia Andersen were there, along with
Jan Ravase and Bill Flank, and we hiked the red-blazed
Annsville Creek Trail, then switched over to the blue-blazed
Upland Trail, and finally looped back to pick up the red trail
again and return to the trailhead. While we were on the Upland Trail, we followed a spur to a promontory overlooking
Annsville Creek, Indian Point and the Hudson River. This
was one of the sites used during the Revolutionary War as a
lookout on the river, and signal fires were lit to warn of the
approach of British warships.
It was a magnificent view, and we stayed for a few moments to take it all in, as we munched on some snacks
brought by Warren, Cynthia and Gunnar. The trees had
dropped their leaves, so we could see out into the surrounding area, trampling the fallen leaves as we walked. The terrain was quite varied, with rock outcroppings, stands of
mountain laurel, oak trees in abundance, and other species in
smaller numbers.
The leafless trees allowed us to view the landfill for the
fly ash from the Charles Point incinerator off in the distance,
and we could see that it was filling up fast. That was the
only scar that marred the natural landscape we enjoyed on
our near-perfect hiking day. We are indeed fortunate to have
such nearby areas for us to enjoy.

For about 30 years, roughly between 1947 and 1977,
General Electric dumped millions of pounds of toxic polychlorinated biphenyls, aka PCBs, into the upper Hudson.
Years of legal disputes over responsibility followed, and
finally, in 2006, the company launched Phase 1—about 10%
of the entire job—of a cleanup of contaminated sediment.
That was completed last fall, and Phase 2—the other 90%—
is supposed to begin next spring. GE, however, is trying to
hold on to the right—for one more year—to opt-out of completing the job. The company suggests that it perform more
dredging next year, but only to gather more scientific data to
inform the decision about going forward with Phase 2. So
far, GE has not committed to Phase 2.
Some of the recent messages to the EPA are strongly
worded. “There is no scientific, legal or policy basis for
deferring GE's obligation,” wrote then-DEC commissioner
Pete Grannis to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson. “An argument can always be made for more study, for more review,
and for more time before a decision is made. In this case,
however, the decades of study, the results from the first
phase of dredging, and the successful completion of the peer
review report, all argue for action.”
“We are writing to urge the EPA to reject General Electric Company's recent request to delay yet again the
generations-long struggle to restore the environmental and
economic health of one of America's most loved rivers—the
Hudson,” wrote NRDC president Frances Beinecke, Hudson
Riverkeeper Executive Director Paul Gallay, Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater Executive Director Jeff Rumpf and Scenic
Hudson president Ned Sullivan. “We strongly believe this is
simply another effort by GE to disown full responsibility for
its polluted legacy in the Hudson River Valley.”
Even The New York Times chimed in. “The company
will have to clean up its mess one way or another, so what
advantage is there in another delay?” the paper asked in a
recently published editorial. “Unless the river is cleaned up,
the PCBs will contaminate fish and water for years to come.
This complex effort can be improved as necessary. But it
must proceed. The Obama administration cannot let GE
block the best hope for a clean river in our lifetime.” To
which we can only add: “Amen!”
Based on an article by Devorah Davi in New York City
Friends of Clearwater’s “Enviroblurb”

Roundup, Birth Defects Linked

Intrepid hikers Cynthia and Gunnar Andersen
Photo by Beverly Dyckman

Is GE Evading Responsibility?
Concerned that General Electric will back away from finishing its clean-up of the Hudson River, officials from an array
of groups, including the State Department of Environmental
Conservation and the National Resources Defense Council,
are calling upon the Environmental Protection Agency to not
allow the company to extend its deadline to commit to Phase
2 of the clean-up, as it has proposed.

Glyphosate, the active ingredient in the world's best-selling
weedkiller Roundup, causes frog and chicken embryos to
develop abnormally when it is injected into their cells, according to a lab study by scientists in Argentina. The work
was published in Chemical Research in Toxicology, and recently highlighted by the Union of Concerned Scientists.
The developmental problems occurred when embryos were
exposed to doses that were lower than the amounts used in
agricultural spraying.
Although the actual exposure of embryos may be much
lower than the amounts used in the study, and ingested glyphosate cannot usually penetrate into cells, the study is
noteworthy because of the sheer ubiquity of Roundup use
around the world. The herbicide is used on 90 percent of
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Continued on Page 3

Food For Thought

What’s Happening
When

"We must rapidly begin the shift from a thing-oriented society to a person-oriented society. When machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered
more important than people, the giant triplets of racism,
militarism and economic exploitation are incapable of being
conquered. A nation can flounder as readily in the face of
moral and spiritual bankruptcy as it can through financial
bankruptcy."
Dr. Martin Luther King

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.
Nov 27, Sat, 10 am, Shorewalkers Walk Off The Turkey
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
hike. Meet at the Staten Island Ferry terminal (take NYC
(the
local
Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
subway to South Ferry). Annual walk from the Battery to the
Westchester-Putnam County area)
Little Red Lighthouse, 12 miles & 5 hrs later at GW Bridge.
Info: (212) 330-7686.
Application for Riverlovers Membership
Dec 2,Thurs, First Day of Hanukkah. Let us hope for more
than the traditional 8 days of celebration, as well as good
Name ___________________________________________
cause for celebration!
Dec 5, Sun, 5pm, Uptown Coffeehouse with Jack Hardy’s Address _________________________________________
songs, stories & anecdotes. At 4450 Fieldston Rd, Bronx.
Sponsored by Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture. City __________________________ State ____________
$15. Info: www.uptowncoffeehouse.org or (718) 885-2955.
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Dec 11, Sat, 7:30, Phil Ochs Night, Walkabout Coffeehouse.
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
See Page 1 for details.
Dec 17, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Holiday Potluck at Croton Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2011 to:
Point Nature Center. Celebrate, plan for Eagle Fest, decide Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
on annual Clearwater contribution. Watch “Wal-Mart: The
High Cost of Low Price.” Info: www.Riverlovers.org.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
Dec 18, Sat, 6pm, Beacon Sloop Club Holiday Sing, at the
________________________________________________
BSC clubhouse, Beacon.
Dec 25, Sat, Merry Christmas, and pray for the peace and Send to this e-mail
plenty we hope is in our future.
Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Dec 26-Jan1, Sun-Sat, Kwanzaa begins, ending a week Please sign me up in the following membership category:
later on New Year’s Day and a new beginning for all of us.
	

 Individual	

 $40	

	

 Mariner	

$500
Jan 9, Sun, 5pm, Uptown Coffeehouse featuring songs &
	

 Family	

$55	

	

 Sailing-Master	

 $1000
stories by Bill Staines. At 4450 Fieldston Rd, Bronx. Spon	

 Contributor	

 $100	

	

 Benefactor	

$5000
sored by Riverdale-Yonkers Society for Ethical Culture. $15.
	

Sponsor	

$200	

	

Student	

$10
Info: (718) 885-2955 or www.uptowncoffeehouse.org.
Through Mar 6, Hudson River Reflections by Russell
Cusick. Hudson River-inspired art and photo panoramas. At Name ____________________________________________
Beacon Institute Gallery, 199 Main St, Beacon.
Address __________________________________________
Continued from Page 2
soybean acreage and 60 percent of corn acres in the United
States, as well as on roadsides, lawns, and golf courses.
The work on glyphosate was prompted by high rates of
human birth defects reported in rural Argentina, where
Roundup and many other pesticides are used on soybeans.
While Roundup has been widely used for many years and
has been declared “safe” by its maker, Monsanto, it is evident that insufficient health and safety studies have been
performed. Adoption of the precautionary principle is
needed in our country, as has already happened in the European Union, to fully protect the public and our environment.

Thanks
To Beverly Dyckman, our “three Sloop Club member,” for
promoting Riverlovers events at the Beacon Sloop Club
meetings and in the Beacon Sloop Club Broadside calendar.
We need more such outreach!

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

	


Visa	

	


MC	

	


Discover	


Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:	

 Clearwater, Inc.
	

112 Little Market Street
	

 Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	


Coordinator	


Phone

Envir. Education	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Membership	


Gunnar Andersen	


432-3112

Newsletter	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	

 Cynthia Andersen	


432-3112

Outreach	

Photographer/Archivist	

 Beverly Dyckman	


739-5057

Potluck	


Warren Lindholm	


739-9028

Robin Fox	


271-6088

Publicity	

ShadFest	


Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Riverlovers Officers
President:	

Vice Pres. (programs):	

Secretary:	

Treasurer:	

President-Emeriti	

	


Warren Lindholm	

Robin Fox	

Cynthia Andersen	

Daria Gregg	

Eric Marshall	

Gunnar Andersen	


739-9028
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112	


Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
December Newsletter Contributors: Robin Fox, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Holiday Potluck
and “Wal-Mart” movie
Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, December 17, 2010
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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