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Message from the President

In late November and early December; we had an early
winter chill and snow-storm this year. We did not want
our Riverlovers folks to get stuck in the Nature Center
driveway, so we decided to cancel the November Potluck
meeting. I hope everyone had a warm and happy Thanksgiving.
We are planning several activities this winter: I am
looking forward to screening the PBS Nova special "What
DARWIN Never Knew". The question? Why is there such
a stunning diversity of life? The answer: Evolution!
Charles Darwin’s brilliant theory explains how species
adapt and change, but there is one big problem: how does
this actually work? Now extraordinary science is answering that question and it is a fascinating subject. We will
screen this DVD at the December 21 potluck meeting at
6:30 pm, at the Croton Point Nature Center. Since the
DVD is 2 hours long we will show only the first hour in
December. Let’s bring in holiday treats to share. We will
discuss visits to the Hudson River Museum in Yonkers
and the Beacon DIA Museum.
For the January 18 potluck meeting at 6:30 pm we
will screen the 2nd hour of "What DARWIN Never
Knew". We will discuss the upcoming EagleFest. Volunteers are needed to donate soups, and to serve soups. We
also need people to help out at the outreach table.
For the February 15 potluck meeting we will screen a
NOVA Science Now program, "Climate Scientist Lonnie
Thompson."
My note. Our hearts go out to the survivors of the
"Camp Fire" conflagration in Paradise California. There
are many causes of this preventable tragedy, but one cause
stands out: the severe drought caused by Climate Change.
California Governor Jerry Brown is an advocate of renewable energy, however, he recommends closing the
Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, a known source of
carbon free energy. This will cause more fossil fuels
burned to create more CO2 emissions. We do not need
hundreds of deaths from more forest fires because many
of us are afraid of nuclear power from which, by the way,
nobody has died in our country!
Come to our meetings come to our activities. Everyone is welcome. Together we can be educated and educate
others to protect the Hudson River and save the Earth and
its climate for ourselves and future generations

EagleFest 2019
by Gunnar Andersen

We are excited about Teatown's annual Hudson River EagleFest. This year it will be held on Saturday, February 9
(inclement weather date is Sunday, February 10).
Riverlovers will once more be serving home-made and
donated soups and baked breads at the Croton Point Nature
Center for volunteers and vendors from 11am to 2pm. We
need volunteers to bring soups, breads and butter, and to
help serve. We also need volunteers for the Outreach Table
from 9am to 4pm.
With the closing of Umami Café, we will miss our
largest soup contribution so your soup donations are more
important than ever.
Riverlovers will get plenty of exposure, since large
crowds are expected at the big tent.
Call Gunnar at
914-432-3112 if you can help with soups at the Nature Center or call Warren at 914-739-9028 if you can help out at the
Outreach Table. If you are, or even if you are not, volunteering at the EagleFest, please come and see the various
activities.

SHIP OF STATE
Cynthia Andersen

Oh, Ship of State!
Sail on, America the great!
You once proud vessel of the seas,
Sail on even as you become a rudderless yacht,
Crewed by mindless, drunken grandees,
Who of port and starboard know not.
We passengers know only fears
Of what’s to come in future years
As our once grand craft
Sails through storms that roar
When steered by Captain Daft
Who might not get us to the shore.
But, you will prevail oh Ship of State.
We will not let this ingrate
Drive us into the shoals
In spite of rock and tempest’s plea
America will remember its values and goals.
And America will live on steadfastly.

Asher B. Durand – Second Generation of
Hudson River School
Cynthia Andersen
Asher Brown Durand (1796-1886) was born in Jefferson
Village (now Maplewood, N.J.) was an engraver and major
landscape artist and principal painter of the Hudson River
School. Durand helped develop an American landscape
painting different from the dramatic and overtly allegorical
style of Thomas Cole toward a quieter appreciation and
interpretation. Selfless before the overwhelming majesty of
nature, Durand willingly became the instrument through
which its perfections could be communicated. But for him,
as for Cole, landscape painting was a moral exercise.

Durand uses a vertical format: the shepherd and his
flock are safely enclosed as they walk toward the welcoming horizon (heavenly paradise). Light is central to the work,
it permeates the atmosphere and creates a unique color; the
engraver’s silvery-gray tonality ties the work together with
an aesthetic luminosity that seems to suggest the presence of
a deity. Durand was the first American to adopt a systematic
practice of making studies of oil directly from nature. Cole
did not do this; he made pencil sketches and wrote in the
colors, went back to his studio and painted. Cole had written
to Durand, "I must wait for a time to draw a veil over the
common details, the unessential parts, which shall leave the
great features, whether the beautiful of the sublime, dominant in the mind.”

The Old Oak, Durand, 1844, New York Historical Society.
New aesthetic: Durand pulls away from Cole and
moves toward a greater naturalism. Durand became admired as a portraitist of trees.

In the Woods, 1855, Durand,
Metropolitan Museum, NYC

Beeches, Durand, 1844, Metropolitan Museum, NYC.

The vaulted forest interior resembles the nave of a
Gothic Cathedral. Durand’s texture has become more realistic; his outlines have become sharper; and his surfaces palpable.
In his famous "Letters on Landscape Painting" of 1855
which were published in The Crayon, America's first independent Art magazine, Durand wrote, "Go first to nature to
learn to paint landscape." He moved away from Cole's sublimity and drama, writing "The artist hides his presence...he
doesn't call attention to brushstrokes,, texture and odd compositional schemes...the artist is humble before nature; he is
the tool of nature...perfection is already in nature...”
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What’s Happening
When

The process of withdrawal is expected to take several
years, and in the meantime there has been a vocal resistance
on the state and local levels. We will keep our eyes on this.

The end of the year is near!
Pay your dues now! Support your river!

Sundays, 10am-3pm. Farmer’s Market at VFW Hall on
Main St. in Beacon. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread,
lamb, fruits and vegetables.

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the
Northern Westchester-Putnam County area)

Ferry Sloops Potluck Supper at the Shattemuc Yacht Club
in Ossining on Wednesday, December 5 at 6:30pm. Meeting
at 7:30. Bring a dish.
Jazz @ the UU, Local jazz and poetry by local musicians
and poets, followed by a wine and cheese reception. No
admission fee, donations appreciated. 7:30pm, Friday December 7, Unitarian Universalist Church, 2021 Albany Post
Road, Croton-on-Hudson, NY.
Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse presents Ellis Paul
and Hudson Valley Sally on Saturday, December 8 at
7:30pm in the first floor sanctuary at Memorial Methodist
Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY.
Handel’s Messiah, performed by the Croton Chorale, with
carols by the Bennett Conservatory Madrigal Group and the
community Christmas carol sing-along. Saturday, December 15, 8pm, Asbury Methodist United Church, 17 Old Post
Road South, Croton-on-Hudson. Snow date Sunday December 16, 8pm.
Friday, December 21, 6:30pm, Riverlover’s Monthly
Potluck Supper at Croton Point Nature Center. PBS NOVA
Special, “What DARWIN Never Knew.” The film answers
the question: “Why is there such a stunning diversity of
life?” Bring a dish for the Potluck.

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

Environmental Scorecard
Cynthia Andersen

We know that Trump’s environmental policies represent a
radical shift from Barack Obama’s. Obama’s environmental agenda prioritized the reduction of carbon emissions
through the use of clean renewable energy whereas the
Trump administration has sought to increase fossil fuel use
and scrap environmental regulations which Trump refers to
as an impediment to business. Like Trump, Scott Pruitt
(Trump’s first EPA Administrator), now resigned, did not
believe that carbon dioxide is a primary contributor to
global warming.
Trump has pulled the United States out of the Paris
climate accord. Trump opposed the agreement on the
grounds that it would compromise U.S, sovereignty and
cause many Americans to lose their jobs. Prior to withdrawal, the U.S. had pledged to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 26-28% below 2005 levels by 2025 and assign $3 million in aid to foreign countries combating climate change. The withdrawal was supported by several
Republican lawmakers who felt that backing out was in
line with Trump’s “America first” policy and goals to diverge from the environmental policies of the Obama administration.

$50
$65
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$25

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Cynthia Andersen

432.3112

Gunnar Andersen

432.3112

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
December Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Film “What Darwin Never Knew”

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
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Croton River

Friday, December 21, 2018
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
—4—

