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Riverlovers’ Minutes October 2021
Cynthia Andersen

Notes on Riverlovers’ meeting on Saturday, September
18th 2021: Riverlovers’ convened at the Andersen backyard for a Potluck dinner and to discuss whether they
wanted to disband the organization or keep it. In attendance: President Warren Lindholm, Gunnar Andersen,
treasurer Daria Gregg, Carl Grimm, Jan Ravase, Beverly
Dyckman, Current’s newsletter technician Mel Fitting ,
Roma Simon, Current’s editor Cynthia Andersen, Bob
Reardon and Kirsten Andersen.
Ideas and sentiments were spoken. Many felt the time
had come to disband since we were an older organization
and no new younger people were joining. We compared
our group to others which we felt were more dynamic and
more interesting than our group. Some felt that there was
a lack of written material in our Current’s Newsletter
which was essential as a road map for our activities.
Other members voiced concern about the current
problems at Indian Point and felt our organization could
help to promote positive decisions to address those problems. One member reminded the Group that we initially
formed Riverlovers’ to combat environmental issues like
the pollution of the Hudson River and we served a useful
purpose which we could continue to do. A vote was taken
and it was extremely close but the decision was to remain
an auxiliary group of the Clearwater. A new Potluck meeting was scheduled for Saturday, October 9 at Mel and
Roma’s house.
Notes on Riverlovers’ meeting on Saturday, October
9th 2021: In attendance: Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm Mel Fitting, Roma Simon, Cynthia Andersen, Beverly Dyckman, Jan Ravase, Daria Gregg. It was announced that Gunnar Andersen would be the new president of Riverlovers’. Gunnar asked Warren Lindholm to
continue as Vice President in charge of Outings which he
accepted and announced that the first outing would be
Walkway over the Hudson in Poughkeepsie on October
15. Daria Gregg graciously agreed to continue as treasurer; Cynthia Andersen will continue as editor of Currents
and she is now also secretary. Mel Fitting will continue
Newsletter production. Riverlovers’ will be reaching out
to various experts and activists such as Marilyn Elie, in-

volved with the current issues at Indian Point, to address the
Group.
Our next activity was a visit to the Hudson River Museum in Yonkers on Friday, October 29th 2021 which was
enjoyed by everyone. Again, we thank Warren Lindholm for

Riverlovers Address Change
Riverlovers will not renew our PO Box next year. The cost
of the PO Box has risen over the last few years to the point
where it is no longer worth the expense. Our treasurer,
Daria Gregg has generously agreed to accept membership
renewals at her address, so please send your renewals to:
Riverlovers
℅ Daria Gregg
51 Old Albany Post Road
Ossining, NY 10562

We’re Back

Riverlovers on the Walkway Over the Hudson
October 15, 2021

Message From the President
Gunnar Andersen

As leaves display their bright fall colors and a chill is in the
air, we Riverlovers are emerging from our hibernation. Or
should we say aestivation? (Animals that sleep through the
summer and wake up in the winter.) We’re back!
As I accept the office of president of Riverlovers, I
look back to my previous term as president. It is hard to
believe that 12 years have passed since then. During these
12 years Warren Lindholm has held this office. That means
that Warren spent 12 years writing for the newsletters,
planning potluck meetings, lugging AV equipment for presentations and arranging group trips. Thank You Warren!
Warren is now stepping down from the presidency to become the Director of Outings. Warren is an avid bicycler
and hiker so we can be sure that he will be coming up with
many activities for the Riverlovers.
In the last two months we had a few group activities.
We strolled the Walkway Over The Hudson and visited the
Hudson River Museum. On warmer days we were able to
share al fresco meals following these activities.

We plan more activities. As winter settles in, the opportunities change but there are still many things the group
can do together. As stated in the meeting notes, it was by a
close vote that we decided to stay active. I feel that what
moved people to keep the organization going was opportunity to get together with other people in shared activities.
We will not be publishing the newsletter on a monthly
schedule as yet. Instead, we will rely more on email and
telephone (for those who prefer not to use email) to inform
members about upcoming events. We will also post information on the website. Riverlovers also has a Facebook
page (you do not need to have a Facebook account to access the Riverlovers page – there is a link on the website).
The Nature Center at Croton Point Park is undergoing
renovations that should be completed early next year;
therefore it is not available for Riverlovers’ meetings at this
time. Some groups are meeting again with proof of vaccination and required masking while others are not comfortable with these arrangements. We’ll consider this again in
the spring when the Nature Center is available.

Clearwater Update
Major overhaul for the Sloop Clearwater
Riverlovers’ annual sail on the Clearwater did not happen
this year. We could not schedule it because the boat was
taken out of the water early for extensive repairs. We look
forward to sailing next year on a newly restored ship. Below is an edited report from Clearwater:
The iconic Hudson River Sloop Clearwater is preparing
for a major overhaul akin to open-heart surgery this winter:
lifting out its towering mainmast to inspect and restore the
portion of the boat's backbone on which it rests. In the coming month, Clearwater will be hauled out of the water in
Albany, placed on a barge,
and brought to Clearwater
& Home Port at the Hudson River Maritime Museum in Kingston where
shipwrights expect to
spend six months on the
work, costing the organization upwards of $600,000.
This winter's project
will include examination
and if necessary, repair of
the rigging that supports
the mast. With the mast
and rig off the sloop, the
chain plates (iron straps
that attach the rig to the
hull) will be removed, allowing replacement of underlying wooden planks as required. The sloop's transom
will also need new planks and frames.
This overhaul is part of a planned series of extensive
maintenance projects conducted roughly every five years to
ensure that Clearwater remains stout and well able to carry
out its environmental education mission for decades to
come.

Walk off that Thanksgiving dinner
Riverlovers will get together at for a day after Thanksgiving hike. We will meet in the Teatown parking lot at 2pm
on Friday, November 26. Warren will lead the walk. Call
him to RSVP at 914-319-3379. For any last minute updates, call Warren or check the Riverlovers web site/
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What’s Happening
When
Friday, November 26, 2pm, Riverlover’s Walk off the
Thanksgiving meal hike, meet at the Teatown parking
lot. Call Warren for details. 914-319-3379.
Saturday, 7:30pm, December 11, 2021. Walkabout
Clearwater Coffeehouse presents: Jay Ungar and Molly
Mason in the first floor sanctuary at Memorial Methodist
Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY. Tickets:
$25 in advance online/ $30 at the door; Students with ID:
$15; Children ages 6-12: $10. For more information visit
www.walkaboutchorus.org Doors open at 6:30pm – Questions? [914] 946-1625. All attendees must provide proof of
vaccination and photo ID as well as wearing a mask
throughout the evening.
Friday – Saturday, February 4 - 6, Teatown Hudson
RiverEagleFest, at Croton Point Park.
Saturday, May 7, 2022, Annual Riverkeeper’s Sweep,
More information on Riverlover’s participation coming.

Good News

by Kirsten Andersen

Renew your membership now for
2022. And don’t forget to use the
new Riverlovers address. Use the
application below.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________

City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2022 to:
Riverlovers ℅ Daria Gregg,
51 Old Albany Post Road, Ossining, NY 10562.

fi

Of which there has been little enough. On October
27,2021 the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation denied permits for both the Danskammer
Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
and NRG gas fueled power plants to upgrade/expand.
Please sign me up in the following membership category:
I myself take personal pleasure in this victory as I
Individual $50
Mariner
$500
contributed to the 4500 public comments received by the
Family
$65
Sailing-Master $1000
Department of Environmental Conservation concerning
the dangers of expanding the Danskammer plant.
Contributor $100
Benefactor
$5000
The Danskammer plant is located in Newburg, NY
Sponsor
$200
Student
$25
while NRG is in Astoria, Queens. NRG is located in an
area in Queens known as “Asthma Alley” for high levels
Name ____________________________________________
of childhood respiratory disease attributed to air pollution.
Both Newburgh and Astoria are considered “environmenAddress __________________________________________
tal justice communities” due to the preponderance of low
income and Black/Latinex populations disproportionately
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
affected by historic environmental damage. State climate
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
law requires that NY State address this. Both plants were
Visa
MC
Discover
Amex
denied permits because they did not meet NY State air
emissions requirements.
Account No. ______________________________________
Governor Hochul immediately applauded these decisions and has had NY State invest heavily in green infrastructure. Some have argued that gas is needed as a
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
“bridge fuel” because solar and wind energy is not consisMail To: Clearwater, Inc.
tent due to weather changes. However, the New York
Independent System Operator states that our energy sup724 Wolcott Avenue
ply is expected to remain stable without gas as a stopgap
Beacon, NY 12508
measure partly because the efficiency of wind and solar
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
power technology is growing and is expected to continue
other bene ts, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
to grow.
I see this as a very positive move by NY State. It is
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
to be hoped that this state will continue to make positive
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
changes that will result in a greener healthier environment
for us all.
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-pro t membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local af liate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Riverlovers Of cers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Gunnar Andersen
Warren Lindholm
Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg

432-3112
319-3379
432-3112
944-8396

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Kirsten Andersen

548-5576

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Cynthia Andersen

432.3112

Gunnar Andersen

432.3112

Melvin Fitting

548-6655

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers ℅ Daria Gregg, 51 Old Albany Post Road,
Ossining, NY 10562. Include your name, address, and
phone number. Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
December Newsletter Contributors: Gunnar Andersen, Kirsten Andersen

Where We Hope to Meet Again
Soon

Riverlovers, Inc.
51 Old Albany Post Road
Ossining, NY 10562
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