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Message From The President
We are very excited about Teatown’s annual Hudson River
EagleFest. This year it will be held on Saturday, February
9th (inclement weather date Sunday, February 10th). This is a
very popular winter event. Riverlovers will once more be
serving home-made and donated soups and also baked
breads at the Croton Point
Nature Center, for volunteers and vendors, from
11am to 2pm.
We need bread and soup
volunteers and servers.
We also need Outreach
Table volunteers from 9am
to 4pm. Riverlovers will
get lots of exposure, since
big crowds are expected at
the large tent. Call Gunnar
at 432-3112 if you can
help with soups at the Nature Center or call Warren
at 739-9028 if you can help at the Outreach Table.
Weather permitting, let’s have a Potluck on Friday, February 15th at 6:30pm, where we will screen PBS Frontline’s
“Climate of Doubt.” This TV broadcast will show how various organizations that have denied climate change have successfully influenced the public and various elected officials
by distortions and outright falsehoods.
For the March 15th Potluck we will screen “Koyaanisqatsi” (Life Out Of Balance, from the Hopi language).
“It’s an astonishing symphony of sound and image, a work
of art” (from the DVD jacket). In April we plan to screen a
PBS special, “America Revealed, Electric Nation,” a fascinating look at our electric power grid and some answers on
renewable power.
Looking ahead to April, Riverlovers will again participate in Westchester County Earth Day at Kensico Dam
Plaza. There’s lots to look forward to, so plan on taking part.

A Renewable Energy Vision
Can you imagine a future where 80 percent of U.S. electricity comes from renewable sources such as the sun and
wind? Have you ever contemplated what it might take to
achieve such a clean energy future?

The National Renewable Energy Laboratory recently
released a groundbreaking study exploring these questions.
The Renewable Electricity Futures Study examines the implications, challenges, and feasibility of generating 80 percent of U.S. electricity from renewable energy by 2050.
According to this comprehensive analysis, renewable
energy technologies that are commercially available today,
together with a more flexible electric system, are more than
adequate to supply 80 percent of total U.S. electricity use in
2050. The study shows that achieving this level of renewable energy would result in deep cuts in electric sector heattrapping emissions, other harmful pollutants, and water use.
In short, everything that’s wrong with the way we generate and use electricity today can be realistically addressed
as we transition to a sensible system to save the planet.

U.S. Fossil Fuel Output Rising
Most of us are not aware that oil and gas output in the
United States is on the rise. To the surprise of many, by
2020 we are projected to be the world’s largest oil producer,
and by 2030, we will become a net oil exporter, according to
a new study by the International Energy Agency.
This profound change is driven in large part by the unconventional oil-field production technologies used in shale
and “tight sand” deposits, coupled with more efficient use of
oil, in both the U.S. and Canada. The report also says output
will surge for natural gas production, with the nation becoming a net exporter of natural gas by 2020.
In its annual World Energy Outlook publication, the
International Energy Agency forecasts that fossil fuels will
remain dominant in the global energy mix, supported by
significant worldwide subsidies of $523 billion, which is six
times greater than global subsidies for renewable energy.
Global coal use will continue to grow by about 21% by
2035, mostly due to increasing demand in China and India.
By that time, renewable energy will nearly equal coal as the
primary source of electricity production.
We are in for some rapid and unexpected changes
around the globe with regard to energy, and we are not just
unprepared—we are not even cognizant that any of this is
coming. What’s worse, with the speed at which these events
unfold, and the imminent cliff we face with regard to irreversible climate change and its consequences, we are in deep
trouble and our politicians don’t have a clue. “Business as
usual” is not a viable option for this planet.

Fracking And Drinking Water

For EV’s The Future Is Here Now

Dozens of scientists, including four from the National Academy of Sciences, warned Gov. Cuomo that it will be practically impossible for drinking water systems to protect
against chemicals used in natural gas hydraulic fracturing
(hydrofracking). Their letter was signed by 59 experts from
18 states and 7 foreign countries, including scientists from
Cornell University, the SUNY College of Environmental
Science and Forestry, and SUNY at Stony Brook.
"We urge the state to reconsider its position that existing
water filtration systems provide adequate protection against
the risk of hydraulic fracturing, should materials from flowback fluids migrate to lakes, reservoirs, or groundwater used
for municipal water supplies," the letter states.
Hydrofracking relies on a high-pressure blend of
chemicals, sand and water, injected deep underground to
break up gas-bearing shale rock formations. Trucks bring in
millions of gallons of water as well as heavy equipment to
each well. Used drilling water, which can contain benzene
and other volatile aromatic hydrocarbons, surfactants and
organic biocides, barium and other toxic metals, and radioactive compounds, is later trucked to a disposal site.
The state Department of Environmental Conservation,
which is considering rules to permit hydrofracking, has
vowed that treated wastewater from drilling could be discharged into rivers only after hazardous substances have
been removed, according to a spokeswoman. One of the
letter's signers, Cornell ecology professor Robert Howarth,
said the letter was prompted by the state's decision to ban
hydrofracking in watersheds that supply drinking water for
New York City and Syracuse. Neither system is filtered.
"If the risk from shale gas is too high for the watersheds
of New York City, then it is too high for any of the watersheds in the state," Howarth said. It would be "extremely
expensive" to add additional filters that capture hydrofracking chemicals, and Howarth could not point to a single municipal drinking water system in other states where hydrofracking is used that has done so.
The scientists’ letter warned that "Municipal filtration
systems were not designed with such hazards in mind, and
the ability of the filtration systems to remove such hazardous substances has received little, if any, study.” It also
stated that “The best available science suggests that some of
these substances would pass through the typical municipal
filtration system.”
Playing fast and loose with people’s drinking water is a
dangerous game, and one the governor shouldn’t play.

No longer just concept models, electric vehicles, or EVs, are
being featured in—and rolling out of—showrooms across
the country. For example, the all-electric Nissan LEAF,
powered solely by batteries, and the plug-in hybrid Chevy
Volt, powered both by batteries and an internal combustion
engine, debuted in 2011.
Automakers are introducing many new models in 2012,
including the Ford Focus Electric, Toyota Prius Plug-in Hybrid, and Mitsubishi “i,” with plans for many more EVs
over the next several years. These vehicles will draw some
or all of their power from the U.S. electricity grid instead of
the gas pump, resulting in significant reductions in the oil
consumption, global warming emissions, and fueling costs
of driving.
However, the global warming emissions of driving an
EV depend on how the electricity is generated—given that
the sources of power vary among the nation’s regional electricity grids—and the cost to fuel these vehicles is dependent on local utilities’ electricity rates. To compare the global
warming emissions and fuel-cost savings of electric vehicles
with traditional gasoline-powered vehicles, consumers need
access to more localized information, which has not been
readily available—until now.
An analysis from a recent Union of Concerned Scientists report shows that consumers should feel confident that
driving an electric vehicle yields lower global warming
emissions than the average new compact gasoline-powered
vehicle. In regions covering 45 percent of the nation’s
population, electricity is generated with a larger share of
cleaner energy resources—such as renewables and natural
gas—meaning that EVs produce lower global warming
emissions than even the most efficient gasoline hybrids.
But in regions where coal still makes up a large percentage
of the electricity grid mix, the most efficient gasolinepowered hybrid vehicles will yield lower global warming
emissions than an electric vehicle. Even then, however,
electric vehicles will slash overall oil consumption in nearly
all regions.
The analysis also concludes that wherever EV owners
“charge up,” they can save $750 to $1,200 a year compared
with operating an average new compact gasoline vehicle (27
mpg) fueled with gasoline at $3.50 per gallon. At that gasoline price, driving the average gasoline vehicle costs more
than $18,000 to refuel over the vehicle’s lifetime, but the
owner of an EV can expect to pay thousands of dollars less
to power his or her vehicle. Thus, while in this early electric vehicle market these products may have higher up-front
costs, knowing how much one can save by using electricity
instead of gasoline is an important factor for consumers
considering an EV purchase. For those of us with vision,
the future is already here.

Food For Thought
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration recently reported that, just in the year 2011 alone, there were
14 disasters which caused greater than one billion dollars
each of damage in the United States. This is more weather
damage than occurred during the entire decade of the 1980s.
At what point do we stop denying it, and admit that
global climate change is really a major crisis that is increasingly getting worse, and begin to take meaningful steps to
address it? Does still doing “business as usual” mean stepping on the gas as we go hurtling off the cliff? As the folks
at Fox News are fond of saying, “We report—you decide!”

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$25 Individual & $35 Family
It costs $8.50 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter and the river, and get your
friends to join you.
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What’s Happening
When
Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls,. fruits and vegetables.

bills in the Senate. Those bills would have made large subsidies available for CCS and would have set standards requiring its use on the new coal plants that Peabody would
like to see built. Peabody’s claim to be a serious promoter of
the technology is as misleading as the rest of their message.
It’s about time the “dirty energy” industry— coal, oil,
natural gas and nuclear—switched from dirty lies to clean
thinking while the planet can still survive.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Feb 9, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Garnet Rogers. Great entertainment and a real
treat. At Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant
Ave, White Plains.
Advance tickets ($18) at
www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602 or $23 at
door. Open seating. Proceeds benefit Walkabout & Clearwater. Refreshments available. Free parking. Sing with the
Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal Teachabout
starting at 6:45pm.
Info:
call 914-946-1625 or
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________

Feb 9, Sat, 9am-4pm, Teatown’s annual Hudson River
EagleFest. (Inclement weather date Sun, Feb 10th) Riverlovers will again be serving home-made and donated soups
and baked breads at the Croton Point Nature Center for volunteers and vendors from 11am to 2pm. Call Gunnar (4323112) if you can help with soups at the Nature Center or call
Warren (739-9028) if you can help at the Outreach Table.

Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2013 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

Feb 15, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at Croton Point Nature Center. See a screening of PBS Frontline’s “Climate of Doubt” and learn how climate deniers try
to influence the public and legislators. Share food & current
reactions. Info: www.Riverlovers.org.

________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater

Peabody Energy Lying Exposed

Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Peabody Energy, the world’s biggest private coal company,
has quietly removed the claim that it is “the global leader in
clean energy solutions” from its home page following a blog
post by Andrew Revkin, the N Y Times Dot Earth blogger.
In a comment on the blog, David Hawkins of the Natural Resources Defense Council says that Peabody’s complaint about the untold story of improved emissions from
coal plants is ironic, given the parts they choose to leave
untold: that coal producers and coal plant operators fought
every single one of the policies that produced these gains;
that they continue to fight the policies that could produce
similar gains for carbon dioxide if adopted; and that Peabody
is truly a world leader in funding the campaigns to block
meaningful action against global warming pollution.
Then Peabody switches the subject from coal to electricity. No known environmentalists are opposed to electrification. To conflate the benefits of electricity with the need to
use coal as it is used today, is deeply dishonest.
Building new supercritical coal plants, as Peabody suggests, is a climate protection strategy only in George Orwell’s “1984” world. Protecting the climate means curbing
cumulative emissions. New supercritical coal plants are,
conversely, a massive commitment to increased emissions.
If Peabody were serious about deployment of CCS (carbon dioxide capture and sequestration) technology, it would
have supported the Waxman-Markey bill and companion

	

	

	

	


Individual	

Family	

Contributor	

Sponsor	


$40	

$55	

$100	

$200	


	

	

	

	


Mariner	

Sailing-Master	

Benefactor	

Student	


$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

	


Visa	

	


MC	

	


Discover	


Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:	

 Clearwater, Inc.
	

724 Wolcott Avenue
	

 Beacon, NY 12508
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

—3—

Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	

Vice Pres. (programs):	

Secretary:	

Treasurer:	

President-Emeriti	

	


Warren Lindholm	

Robin Fox	

Cynthia Andersen	

Daria Gregg	

Eric Marshall	

Gunnar Andersen	


739-9028
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112	


Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	


Coordinator	


Phone

Envir. Education	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Membership	


Gunnar Andersen	


432-3112

Newsletter	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	

 Cynthia Andersen	

Outreach	

Photographer/Archivist	

 Beverly Dyckman	


739-5057

Potluck	


Warren Lindholm	


739-9028

Robin Fox	


271-6088

Publicity	

ShadFest	


Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
February Newsletter Contributors: Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

EagleFest at Croton Point
Saturday, February 9, 2013
Riverlovers serve lunch from 11am to 2pm

North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
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Bridge
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Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks

Railroad
Station

Croton River

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck and film
Friday, February 15, 2013, 6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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432-3112

