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Message from the President
Welcome to a brand new year, with environmental
challenges from our present administration—but the 2018
elections are coming!
After experiencing an unseasonably warm Autumn, we
are now getting a very cold Winter chill. Hmm! At least
after experiencing the longest nights and shortest days, the
days are just starting to get longer, in January.
In 2017 we visited the Dia Beacon Museum, the Pepsico
Sculpture Garden, the Storm King Art Center, the New York
Botanical Garden, and the Hudson River Museum. We
hiked the Blue Mountain Reservation, and a section of the
Briarcliff Peekskill Trailway. We sailed on the Blue Monk
and had a wonderful sail on the Sloop Clearwater.
We did community work,
our member Robert Reardon
was part of the site crew for
the Clearwater Festival, and
several members helped out at
the Riverkeeper River Sweep.
We also served soups and
bread at the EagleFest.
In December the
Riverlovers visited the
Hudson River Museum. We
arrived just in time for a
guided tour of the Hudson
River School of paintings that
were on exhibit.
We also
toured the mansion, which
was all decorated in antique
Christmas decorations.
For the December Potluck
we had a snow storm just before the meeting, and we
worried about the condition of the driveway to the Nature
Center, so it was decided to have our meeting at the Croton
Diner. William and Sandy Flank attended and we celebrated
their Wisdom and Leadership.
I mentioned the many
outdoor activities that the Flanks did, such as walking the
various trails (Teatown, Sunny Ridge, and Rockefeller State
Preserve) that Bill would lead. Water activities such as
fly-fishing from a kayak in the Croton River, kayaking the
7-mile Great Swamp in Putnam County, and the thrill of
whitewater canoeing in the upper Delaware River. Thank
You, Bill and Sandy. (See Cynthia's interview in this issue.)

The New York Botanical Garden is having its annual
Train Show with New York landmarks that are created using
leaves, bark and other natural materials. The show runs till
January 15, 2018. So let’s go the weekend of January 13 or
14. We will carpool from Croton ShopRite parking lot.
Please call me at 914-319-3379 for which day you prefer.
Bring your children or grandchildren.
For the January 19, 2018 Potluck meeting at 6:30pm in
the Croton Point Nature Center, we will screen a PBS Nova
special, "Eclipse over America." As in all total solar
eclipses, the moon blocked the sun and revealed its ethereal
outer atmosphere—its corona—in a wondrous celestial
spectacle. Having driven to Tennessee to see the corona in
my telescope, with a solar
prominence, was an
emotional event!
For the February 15th
Potluck meeting at 6:30pm
in the Croton Point Nature
Center, we will screen Part 2
of India—Nature’s Wonder
Land. We will see Village of
Cranes, the mask makers of
Majula, a Rhino encounter,
and the man who planted a
rain forest.
We are still
planning to visit the Material
Recovery Center in Yonkers
for a tour, week days only.
We need a minimum of 8
people for a tour. (If we have
6 or 7 people, we should be
OK too.)
I will have a
sign-up page at the February meeting, and at the EagleFest.
For the March 15th meeting, we will be screening "The
Great Polar Feast."
Polar bears are attracted to the
hunter-harvested bowhead whale remains in the village of
Kaktovik, but when the remains are picked bare, there is
danger to the village, and to the long-term survival of the
Polar bears.
Come to our meetings, come to our activities. Members
and non-members are welcome.
Together we can be
educated and educate others to protect the Hudson River and
save the Earth and its climate for ourselves and future
generations.

EagleFest Is Coming
We are excited about Teatown's annual Hudson River
EagleFest. This year it will be held on Saturday, February
10 (inclement weather date is Sunday, February 11).
Riverlovers will once more be serving home-made and
donated soups and baked breads at the Croton Point Nature
Center for volunteers and vendors from 11am to 2pm.
We need volunteers to bring soups, breads and butter,
and to help serve. We also need volunteers for the Outreach
Table from 9am to 4pm. Riverlovers will get plenty of
exposure, since large crowds are expected at the big tent.
Call Gunnar at 914-432-3112 if you can help with soups at
the Nature Center or call Warren at 914-739-9028 if you can
help out at the Outreach Table. If you are, or even if you are
not, volunteering at the EagleFest, please come and see the
various activities.

Cynthia Interviews Bill

When I retired from the corporate world, I focused on
environmental problems, especially those related to water,
and I developed courses and taught in Pace University's
graduate program in Environmental Science. I have done a
lot of environmental consulting, and I was asked to become
Clearwater's technical consultant when they needed some
expertise related to PCBs and environmental statistics back
in 1990. I also became involved in Riverlovers' water
sampling program along the Croton River back in the 1990s.
Cynthia: We are so thankful for your expertise, and on behalf
of Riverlovers I want to thank you for all we have learned
from you about our Hudson River, the surrounding area and
all things environmental. My background is quite different
as my concentration has been more in the Humanities.
However, I feel quite honored to step into your shoes.
Fortunately for me, you and Mel have started giving me
some training.
Bill: There's a wealth of information available on the
websites of environmental organizations and the New York
Times, especially the weekly science section. It just needs to
be put in readable language and shared with others (like
Riverlovers, for example), so people can learn and act on
that knowledge.
Cynthia: Looking back over the years what are some of the
highlights for you as editor of CURRENTS?
Bill: We've shared lots of information about Clearwater's
Environmental Action programs, especially on PCBs and
Indian Point, and we've raised the level of understanding on
a lot of issues, so that people can engage in science-based
advocacy.
Cynthia: I'm sure it has not all been "perfect". Any negatives
Bill? Don't be shy.

Cynthia: We of Riverlovers have been so fortunate to have
you for our CURRENTS NEWSLETTER editor. How long
has it been, Bill?
Bill: Just 27 years.
Cynthia: I'm sure it has been a labor of love. How many
hours a month would you say you spend on this work?
Bill: You could say "countless," because I think about it a
lot, but it's about 10 clock hours.
Cynthia: You and Mel Fitting work so well together. How
did your teaming up together occur?
Bill: The first newsletter was in June, 1988 and was edited
by Leesa Thompson. Mel Fitting has been the associate
editor, and basically the publisher and software guru, from
the beginning. I started contributing articles in July, 1990
and took over the editorship in 1991.
Cynthia: You have so much knowledge about environmental
issues. What is your educational background and experience
in the field?
Bill: I have a doctor's degree in chemistry, and I had been
involved in environmental issues on the job from the start.

Bill:  Well, I try to fact-check what we publish, and if I miss
something, Mel checks it out and we correct it, so we're
pretty much free of "fake news."
Cynthia: You have been so encouraging to me; giving me
advice and confidence that I can carry on your work. Can I
hear it one more time, Bill?
Bill:  You've been writing articles for Riverlovers for years,
so I know that Riverlovers Currents is in good hands. You
were even responsible for coming up with the name for our
newsletter 'way back in the early days.
Cynthia: We are so sorry to lose you, but also happy that you
and your lovely Sandy are starting a new adventure when
you move to Silver Springs, Maryland. Thank goodness for
technology; you're not that far away.

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$25 Individual & $35 Family
It cost $9.30 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter and the river, and get your
friends to join you.
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What’s Happening
When
Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon
Sloop Club, at Long Dock Park in Beacon. Local cheeses,
eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, fruits and vegetables.
Jan 1, Mon, Welcome to the New Year. In lots of ways,
let’s hope the environment improves over the previous year.
Jan 11, Thurs, 7pm, Beacon Sloop Club Winter Lecture
Series. David Rocco will present Mount Beacon Eight-And
the Indestructible Man. Beacon Sloop Club Clubhouse, at
the train station.
Jan 13, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring John Flynn & Reggie Harris. Upstairs in the
Sanctuary at Memorial United Methodist Church, 250
Bryant Ave, White Plains. Tickets are $18.00 in advance
online at www.walkaboutclearwater.org (until 7:30 a.m. on
the day of the concert) and $23.00 at the door. Students with
ID are $15.00 and children ages 6 to 12 are $10.00. Open
seating.
Proceeds benefit Walkabout & Clearwater.
Refreshments available. Free parking. Sing with the
Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal Teachabout
starting at 6:45pm. Info: www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
Jan 19, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
Supper at Croton Point Nature Center. We will screen
“Eclipse Over America.” We will also make our plans for
the EagleFest, being held Saturday, February 10, 2018. We
need volunteers to bring and serve soups and bread for the
vendors and volunteers, and also to help out at our outreach
table. Info: www.riverlovers.org.
Feb 6, Tues, 7pm, Beacon Sloop Club Winter Lecture
Series. Neil Maher presents Apollo in the Age of Aquarius.
Beacon Sloop Club Clubhouse, at the train station.
Feb 10, Sat, 9am-4pm, Teatown’s Hudson River
EagleFest. Riverlovers serves soup and bread to volunteers
at this annual event, so mark the date & plan to sign up to
help. See page 1.
Feb 11, Sun, 3-7pm, Third Annual Clearwater Gala,
honoring Judith Enck & 50 Years of Clearwater Board
Volunteers.
At The Garrison, U.S. 9, Garrison, NY.
Individual tickets $250. Info: www.clearwater.org.

JUST OUR BILL
He’s just our Bill, an extraordinary guy
He’s got a lot of things that you can brag about
He’s so knowledgeable and erudite
We turn to him for all he can write
When our Riverlovers need to know
Anything about the environment: nuclear, wind and H2O.
We used to dream that we would find
The perfect Editor for our Currents Newsletter
We always thought that he’d be one of a kind
One of those men with a giant brain and a noble head

Like the heroes found in the books we read
But I can’t explain
It’s clearly not just his brain that
Makes us thrill
We love him
Because he’s I don’t know
Because he’s just our Bill.
Cynthia Andersen
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

$50
$65
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Other

$500
$1000
$5000
$25

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate,
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our
environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
January Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and screening of
“Eclipse Over America”

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, January 19, 2018
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
—4—

