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Riverlovers Doings

Ferry Sloops Revitalized

by Gunnar Andersen
Here’s what’s coming up in the months ahead. We’ve got
plenty of exciting events, so make plans to join us and be an
active part of the river community.
Saturday, May 17 was the Riverlovers NINETEENTH ANNUAL SHADFEST!! The good news is that
we sold out of food, even though the fish was bluefish.
Thanks to Joe DiMauro of Mount Kisco Seafood for donating the bluefish to us! The Hudson River Foundation, a key
partner in the ShadFest, supported a very limited catch for
this season. Volunteers, new and old, were always welcome
and will be invited to our annual sail on the Clearwater,
which is set for Thursday, August 27th from 5 to 8pm from
Verplanck. Last year it was a lovely sunset sail from Verplanck. We are hoping for a repeat performance.
Friday, June 19: Riverlovers Pre-Revival Potluck at
the Croton Point Nature Center. Come join us on the eve
of the Clearwater Revival Festival. See what’s in store for a
fabulous weekend, and help set up the schedule for our outreach effort. We’ve got Hudson River books to sell, and
other materials to share with visitors.
Saturday and Sunday, June 20-21: Clearwater’s
Great Hudson River Revival. Riverlovers will participate
in this great annual festival again, with a stellar list of performers, and we’ll once more be a part of the Sloop Club
tent. We need volunteers to staff the Riverlovers table, so
give Gunnar a call.
Friday, July 17: We will repeat our popular Potluck and
river seining adventure with Scott Williamson from the Nature Center. This is a big hands-on hit with both adults and
children. Check our website for details.

by William Briggs
As president of Ferry Sloops, your sister environmental organization in Croton, I am writing to give an update on our
organization. As many of you know, Ferry Sloops has faced
some hard times in recent years. Ever since Sojourner Truth
was destroyed in Croton in 2002 we have been in quite a
psychological rut, and many members found it hard to continue functioning as an organization. This October, a whole
new board of directors and I signed on to help reinvigorate
Ferry Sloops.
In the last several months, many changes have been
made to the organization, and we have updated our mission
and goals to reflect this. As always, our chief objective remains to protect and preserve the Hudson River through
education events on land and by bringing members and the
public out on the Hudson on our catboat, Whimbrel.
We are not a sailing club by any means (which is just as
well as I don’t have any double breasted jackets or monocles), but rather a group of devoted “fans” of the Hudson
River. It is easy to talk about the wonders and the history of
the river and its environs, but until one is out on the boat
sailing through the water does one truly gain new respect
and perspective. It is for this reason that our boat serves as
our main tool to help the Hudson.
So far this year we have added 10 members—almost
doubling our membership to 35, and have had several informational meetings in the Croton Library to promote ourselves, as it seems that most Croton residents do not know
we exist. Two weeks ago, we motored Whimbrel down from
Randy King’s Marina in Verplanck after a thorough cleaning
and bottom painting. We have begun sailing on weekends
and are planning on offering a sailing intro course on
Wednesday evenings throughout the summer.
We have collaborated with Riverlovers on several
events this year and we hope that we can do more together as
a unified group, conserving our resources and manpower.
Perhaps in the future we could combine as one group together in Croton, and bring the Hudson River back to center
stage in town.

Thank you!
Thanks to Joe DiMauro of Mount Kisco Seafood for his generous donation of all the native bluefish dinners we sold at
the ShadFest to help raise funds for Riverlovers and Clearwater. We appreciate the support. He’s at 477 Lexington
Ave, Mt Kisco, and the phone number is (914) 241-3113.

Pay your dues now—support our river! $15 Individual & $20 Family
It cost $7.60 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents. Please consider adding at least that much to your annual dues.
Support your Newsletter!

Electric Dryers vs. Paper Towels
New Excel Dryer fast hand dryers have been installed in
campus restrooms at Purchase College. In the minds of
some people, they raise some concerns. The decision to
utilize these energy-efficient hand dryers was informed by
both cost savings and a commitment to environmental sustainability.
The cost savings associated with transitioning from
paper hand towels to hand dryers were considerable. Last
year, approximately $20,000 was spent on paper towels for
restrooms. The new hand dryers are 80% more energy efficient than traditional dryers and provide a substantial savings when compared to the cost and energy use of paper
towels.
The new dryers save $3,410. per year per academic
building over paper towel consumption. The cost of operating the hand dryers is approximately $77. per year.
The table below outlines the cost and energy differences
between using paper towels and the efficient hand dryers in
one building where 107 cases of paper towels were used
annually.
Paper
Hand
Annual
Towels
Dryers
Savings
Cost per year
$ 3,488
$ 77
$ 3,411
Energy use (KwH)
57,900
428
57,472
Associated lbs CO2
77,586
574
77,012
These calculations are based on paper towels purchased
for just one building. The campus uses 900 cases of paper
towels per year, whose production contributes over 335 tons
of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere.

Go Native, Stop Invasive Plants—II
Here are some helpful removal hints, to prevent the spread
of invasives.
Frequent mowing: Some invasive plants cannot tolerate
frequent mowing or cutting during the growing season, especially if it occurs over a period of two to five years.
Pulling plants out by the roots: Many plants, especially
young ones, can easily be pulled out of the ground, roots and
all. Others are easily dug out with a shovel or other tool.
Cutting flowers before seeds develop: Plants that spread
by seed can be controlled by eliminating their seed production by clipping buds and flowers.
Use native plant alternatives in your garden or around
your home: It is much harder for invasive plants to take over
an area where native plants are already strongly established.
The application of systemic herbicide to leaves and
stems: Herbicide can be applied to leaves and stems during
the active growing season, or to the surface of the cut plant
immediately after it has been cut. Be sure to follow the
manufacturer’s instructions or let a licensed applicator with
the necessary expertise do the job, especially when using
herbicides close to, or in, streams and ponds.
Invasive trees and shrubs include Norway maple, black
locust, ailanthus, wineberry, viburnum, honeysuckle, barberry, multiflora rose, burning bush and autumn olive. Nuisance vines include porcelain berry, mile-a-minute, Japanese
honeysuckle, swallow-wort and bittersweet. Among the

herb plants are purple loosestrife, Japanese knotweed, mugwort, giant hogweed and garlic mustard. Grasses like Japanese stilt grass and common reed or phragmites in wetland
areas are particularly invasive. In addition, there are the
aquatic pests, like Eurasian milfoil and water chestnut.
Do your best to root them out or otherwise control them, so
they don’t overwhelm our native species.

Eating vs. Driving: A Comparison
So you think eating choices don’t have much environmental
impact? Let’s make some comparisons to check that out.
What are the carbon dioxide consequences (or equivalent
amounts of other climate-change gases) of the food choices
we make?
Per Pound of Food Pounds of CO2
Miles of Driving
Potatoes
Apples
Asparagus
Chicken
Pork
Beef

0.26
0.30
0.40
1.10
3.80
14.8

0.34
0.40
0.54
1.46
5.04
19.62

These data are from EPA, Department of Energy and
other sources, and they assume that your gas-powered car
gets 27 miles per gallon. The estimated emissions are for
producing a pound of each type of food, and are compared to
the driving equivalent of producing that much gas. If you
want to know where the beef is, just look at the planet’s
temperature!

Raging Grannies Is Recruiting!
Raging Grannies extends an invitation to join them and their
friends in Westchester County. Rehearsals are on the first
and third Tuesdays from 7 to 9pm in Croton-on-Hudson.
Everybody’s welcome, and if you decide to join, the dues
are only $10.
So what do they do? They sing new words to familiar
tunes about the issues of peace, the environment and social
justice. They are both satirical and serious, and they are
politically conscious but non-partisan.
If you have any questions, call (914) 271-5324 or email the RagingGrannies63@aol.com. There’s also a website at http://Westchester.raginggrannies.org. Check it out.
It could be a fun thing to be part of!
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Photos by George Thompson
John Mylod’s MT Net shad fishing company came up
pretty empty this year, and Chris Letts shows some of the
few planked shad available at the ShadFest.

What’s Happening
When

ShadFest Scenes:
Hudson River Foundation’s
Tom Lake smoking shad, and
Jasper Fox displaying planked
shad.

Daily at 11:11am, Sat at 9am & 2pm on WAMC and upstate
affiliates, The Clearwater Moment. Snippets of news, history & song. Turn on, tune in.

photos by Beverly Dyckman

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb &
mushroom spring rolls.
June 3, Wed, 6:30pm, Ferry Sloop Meeting & Potluck, at
Croton Point Nature Center. Our sister organization and
sailing group shares a home, a mission and some activities
with us. Info: www.ferrysloop.org.
June 6, Sat, Quadricentennial Flotilla, led by Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, starts historic sail retracing Henry Hudson’s route up the Hudson, starting from the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor and sailing north.
June 7, Sun, 2:00–7:00pm, “Welcome The Fleet Festival,”
at Beacon Point Park, Beacon, Dutchess County. Celebrate Henry Hudson’s voyage of discovery with music,
dancing and boatloads of fun – all taking place on the very
shores the Half Moon sailed past 400 years ago – as we
await the arrival of the Quadricentennial flotilla with the
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater as its flagship. Contact: Anthony Coneski, 845 473 4440, ext. 273, or the website at
www.scenichudson.org/events
June 9, Tues, Quadricentennial Flotilla arrives in Poughkeepsie, with the Sloop Clearwater in the lead,

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2009 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

June 14, Sun, noon-5pm, Beacon Sloop Club’s Strawberry
Festival at Riverfront Park in Beacon. Set-up starts at 8am,
if you want to help. Call Saul at 845-496-5617.

$40
$55
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

June 19, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Pre-Revival Potluck at
Croton Point Nature Center. Join us to get ready for Revival and the Riverlovers table in the Sloop Club tent. We’ll Name ____________________________________________
have the new Hudson River book to sell, and a chance to
work with Ferry Sloops under the same tent. More details Address __________________________________________
on how we did at the ShadFest too. Check our website at
www.riverlovers.org for the latest info.
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
June 20-21, Sat-Sun, Clearwater’s Great Hudson River Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
Revival, at Croton Point Park. Old and new at the same
Visa
MC
Discover
Amex
time, this promises to be one of the best ever. Save the date
and plan to participate. Better yet, volunteer to staff the Account No. ______________________________________
Riverlovers table in the Sloop Club tent. Call Gunnar for
details.
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
July 17, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers will repeat our popular
Potluck and river seining adventure with Scott William- Mail To: Clearwater, Inc.
112 Little Market Street
son from the Nature Center. This is a big hands-on hit with
both adults and children. Check our website for details.
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Aug 27, Thurs, 5-8pm, Riverlovers Annual Sail aboard the
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater. Sail into the sunset from
Verplanck. Check our website for details or call Robin or
Gunnar. Claim your ShadFest reward for helping to make
our big annual event a success.

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Gunnar Andersen
Robin Fox
Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Eric Marshall

432-3112
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Bill Flank

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach
Photographer/Archivist Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Robin Fox

271-6088

Publicity
ShadFest

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
June-July Newsletter Contributors: Gunnar Andersen, Will Briggs

Riverlovers Pre-Revival Potluck
and ShadFest Report

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Friday, June 19, 2009
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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