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Message from the President
Riverlovers’  participation in the village of Croton’s Earth 
Day festival was very successful.  I gave out all the Currents 
newsletters I had,  as well as information packets describing 
Riverlovers.  Our participation in the Riverkeeper’s River 
Sweep at Peekskill and Annesville Park helped to clean up 
2.1 tons of metal, among other debris.   Gunnar Andersen, 
Bob Reardon and I did a monumental job.

Our May 15th monthly Potluck meeting featured our 
own Cynthia Andersen, who gave us a fascinating presenta-
tion on American impressionist painters as well as a preview 
of what we were to see at the Frida Kahlo exhibit the follow-
ing week.

Bill Flank and I participated in the FRoGS (Friends of 
the Great Swamp) Paddle thru 7 miles of spectacular scen-
ery, from the Patterson rail station down to Green Chimneys, 
on a day that started out threateningly, but ended up beauti-
fully with lots of sun.  We saw budding trees,  beaver lodges, 
basking turtles,  swimming snakes, and lots of birds.  We 
were then fed and entertained with live music,  and we both 
ended up with raffle prizes to take home.

Check out the article elsewhere in this issue that reports 
on our very successful visit, with Daria as our guide, to the 
Frida Kahlo exhibit at the Botanical Gardens in the Bronx.

Riverlovers have an opportunity to participate in Iona 
Island Marsh public programs, just south of the Bear Moun-
tain bridge, this summer.  The four dates are:

Thursday, June 25, 11am to 1:30pm
Friday, July 17, 10am to 12:30pm
Thursday, August 6, 12 noon to 2:30pm
Sunday, August 30, 10am to 12:30pm
Call me if you are interested in one of these canoe trips 

thru the Iona marsh with canoes and equipment provided.
The annual Clearwater Great Hudson River Revival 

festival is again on Father’s Day weekend, June 20th and 
June 21st.  Our outreach table will be part of the Sloop Club 
tent, and events and performances will take place in the tent 
throughout the weekend.  Call Warren to sign up to staff our 
table.  Pick your time slots, and earn a volunteer’s low cost 
fee to the festival which includes meals as well.  We need 
volunteers for both Saturday and Sunday time slots.

This summer we will have an opportunity to sail on our 
members’  sailboat, the Solar Wind, every three weeks or so 
(call Warren for details), and we will also sail on the mighty 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater.  Bill Flank, a member of 

the Clearwater Board of Directors,  got us a Clearwater sail 
date: Friday, July 31st from 6 to 8pm, sailing from Beacon.  
Invite family, friends and prospective members, and call 
Warren now to reserve your places onboard, up to the boat’s 
capacity.  

We ask for donations of $15 for members and $25 for 
non-members and guests, and we will share this with our 
Clearwater parent organization.  This low-cost sunset sail is 
one of the benefits of Riverlovers membership.  Please make 
your checks out to Riverlovers and mail them to our treas-
urer, Daria Gregg, at 51 Old Albany Post Road, Ossining, 
NY 10562.  Since we treat this activity as a potluck, bring 
sandwiches, finger foods, and small bottles of juices, water 
or soda to share.

We’ll plan on resuming our screenings of videos of en-
vironmental interest at our Fall Potlucks,  starting September 
18th, and also our hikes to places like Oscawana Island Park 
and the Croton Gorge Park.  More details in our next issue of 
the Currents.

Come on out to our meetings, and participate in our 
activities.  Members and non-members are welcome.  To-
gether we can educate ourselves and others to protect the 
Hudson River, and save the Earth and its climate for our-
selves and future generations to enjoy. 

Riverlovers Annual Clearwater Sail
The date is Friday, July 31st, and we’re sailing out of 

Beacon on a sunset cruise,  boarding 
at 5:30pm.  Call Warren to reserve 
your spot.  We ask for donations of 
$15 for members and $25 for non-
members and guests, and we will 
share this with our Clearwater par-
ent organization.  

Please make your checks out to 
Riverlovers and mail them to our treasurer, Daria Gregg, at 
51 Old Albany Post Road, Ossining, NY 10562.  Space is 
limited, so act promptly.

Pay your dues now—support our river!  
$25 Individual & $35 Family

It cost $9.30 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.  
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual 
dues.  Support your Newsletter and the river, and get your 
friends to join you.
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FRIDA KAHLO: Art, Garden, Life
by Cynthia Andersen

Thanks to Daria Gregg, we Riverlovers:  Bill and Sandy 
Flank, Jan Ravase, Kirsten Andersen and Terry Doyle and 
Gunnar and I enjoyed a delightful tour of “Frida Kahlo: Art, 
Garden, Life” at the New York Botanical Garden on Thurs-
day, May 21st. This is the first Frida Kahlo exhibition to be 
mounted in New York in more than 10 years and it could not 
have been done in a better venue than in the New York Bo-
tanical Garden where they were able to replant and recreate 
Kahlo’s primal Eden of Mexico.  

Kahlo and her plants—indivisible in life and art—is the 
grand theme of the exhibition. Daria led us through three 
main galleries. The first one highlighted the Mexico City of 
Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera, who she married in 1929 
when she was 22 years old.  Here we were presented with 
the museums and sites in Mexico City where their artwork 
and personal collections can be viewed.

In the second gallery we saw Kahlo’s art including: 
“Self-Portrait Inside a Sunflower”, 1954; “Still Life with 
Parrot and Fruit”,  1951; “Portrait of Luther Burbank”, 1931; 
“Flower of Life”, 1944; and “Sun and Life”, 1947. Adriana 
Zavala, the guest curator of the Exhibition, was not inter-
ested in the mythical story of Frida’s life through her self-
portraits. Self-portraits were a dominant motif for Kahlo 
who once said. “I paint myself for I am so often alone and 
because I am the subject I know best.” The paintings we saw, 
and others, gave Ms. Zavala a new context and the opportu-
nity to examine key concepts in Kahlo’s art like: duality, 
hybridity and cross pollination, both natural and cultural. 
Mexican culture and Amerindian cultural tradition are im-
portant in Kahlo’s work. The natural world supplied Kahlo 
with visual metaphors for Mexico’s complicated blend of 
peoples and cultures and echoed her own hybrid identity as 
the daughter of a German father and Mexican mother.

 In the third gallery, the centerpiece of the Exhibition in 
the Enid A. Haupt Conservatory, we saw the reinterpretation 
of the courtyard garden of the house in Coyoacan in Mexico 
City known as Casa Azul (the Blue House), now the Frida 
Kahlo Museum, and learned how this home was so impor-
tant to Kahlo as a creative refuge and inspiration.

For those of us who were already familiar with the art of 
Frida Kahlo,  this exhibition added a great deal to our under-
standing of her love of the natural world. We are all very 
grateful to Daria Gregg for planning this remarkable outing 
for us.  For those who are interested, the exhibit continues 
thru November 1st.  

Riverlovers at 
the exhibit.  

Photo by Kirsten  
Andersen.

A Disaster Waiting To Happen
The latest accident is proof positive that Indian Point must 
close.   The May 9th transformer fire at the Indian Point nu-
clear power plant—the third one in the past eight years—ap-
pears to have resulted in a huge oil spill.   The oil sheen on 
the river tells us where a lot of it went.  An estimated 3,000 
gallons of oil is still unaccounted for, which may further im-
pact the health of the Hudson River.  

The accident also raises concerns about the plant's safety 
and infrastructure.  These transformers should not be failing 
like this, and we still don’t know why they are.  And Entergy 
wants a 20-year license renewal!  

Beyond that, fire safety is an ongoing concern.   The In-
dian Point #3 reactor, in a sweetheart deal, was required to 
have only 24 minutes of fire safety insulation instead of the 
three hours required at other nuclear power plants.  Are there 
other shortcuts allowed in this aging facility that we won’t 
know about until some catastrophic failure occurs?  

It’s high time we put a stop to this ticking time-bomb.  
This subsidized plant is the wrong facility in the wrong place 
with the wrong risk/benefit ratio.  It needs to be shut down, 
decommissioned, and the spent fuel storage risk mitigated in 
a realistic way.

Europe’s Opinion On BPA Safety
After a comprehensive re-evaluation, the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA) has concluded that the controver-
sial plastics chemical, bisphenol-A (BPA), poses no health 
risks to consumers of any age,  including unborn children, at 
current levels of exposure.  The agency took into account 
BPA exposures from diet,  dust, cosmetics, and thermal paper 
cash register receipts.  All of these were determined to be 
under the safe level, even when combined.

New data and improved analytical methods prompted 
the EFSA to drop the safe level of BPA from 50 micrograms 
per kilogram of body weight per day down to 4 micrograms 
per day.  Even so,  estimates for BPA exposure from all 
sources combined were significantly lower than the new safe 
level.  

The EFSA plans to reconsider the safe level in two or 
three years,  when the results of a long-term study by the U.S. 
National Toxicology Program are available.  That ongoing 
project aims to address many of the uncertainties about the 
toxicity of BPA, including its effects on the mammary gland 
and reproductive, metabolic, neurobehavioral and immune 
systems.

Experts at the EFSA agency concluded that very high 
doses of BPA—hundreds of times the safe level—are likely 
to affect the kidney, liver and mammary glands in animals.  
However, they re-affirmed the safety of BPA in humans of 
all ages at current levels of exposure.

The potential for toxic leaching from new hard plastic 
reusable water bottles, for example, can be even further re-
duced by several hot water soakings and rinses prior to us-
ing.  This removes any unreacted BPA, and any additional 
leaching is negligible.  It thus appears that the initial over-
reaction to BPA toxicity was unwarranted.  Uncritical media 
hype should not be allowed to sway our judgment.   Let’s be 
guided by the science rather than the emotional response.
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2015 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 	
 Individual	
 $40	
      	
    Mariner	
 $500
 	
 Family	
  $55	
      	
    Sailing-Master	
 $1000
 	
 Contributor	
  $100	
      	
    Benefactor	
 $5000
 	
 Sponsor	
 $200	
      	
    Student	
 $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
	
    Visa	
	
               MC	
	
             Discover	
           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:	
 Clearwater, Inc.
 	
 724 Wolcott Avenue
               	
 Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon 
Sloop Club, at the Long Dock Park in Beacon.  Local 
cheeses,  eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls, 
fruits and vegetables.

June 3, Wed, 7:30pm, Ferry Sloops’ Spring Lecture Series.  
Elaine Romanelli, singer and songwriter whose fresh indie 
pop sound references country, folk, and blues, with a hint of 
Celtic lilt.   At Shattemuc Yacht Club in Ossining.  Potluck 
supper at 6:30, business meeting at 7:00, program 
7:30-9:00pm.  All Riverlovers are invited.

June 14, Sun, noon-5pm, Beacon Sloop Club’s Annual 
Strawberry Festival, at Pete & Toshi Seeger Riverfront 
Park, Beacon (on the water just north of the train station).  
Info:  www.beaconsloopclub.org, under “festivals.”

June 20-21,  Sat-Sun, Clearwater’s Great Hudson River 
Revival at Croton Point Park.   Mark the date.  Don’t miss 
this big annual event.  Call Warren to volunteer in the Sloop 
Club tent.

July 31, Fri, 6-8pm, Riverlovers annual sunset sail aboard 
the Clearwater,  sailing from Beacon.  Meet at 5:30pm at 
the Beacon dock adjacent to the rail station.  Call Warren to 
reserve your spot.  See page 1 for more details.

Oil Subsidies And Climate Change
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is urging national 
governments around the world to roll back or eliminate sub-
sidies on petroleum-based energy sources, estimating that 
this alone could result in a 13% decline in global carbon di-
oxide emissions.  The IMF says the cost of “pre-tax” subsi-
dies for these products, when consumers pay less than the 
cost of supply, stood at about 480 billion dollars in 2011.

Further, the “post-tax” cost of these subsidies—wherein 
a government doesn’t charge enough to take into account the 
negative ramifications of energy consumption, including 
environmental impact—are far higher.   Suggesting a figure 
far higher than previous estimates, the IMF puts this number 
at around 1.9 trillion dollars, or 2.5 percent of global GDP.

While developing countries and emerging economies 
account for much of the pre-tax subsidies, IMF finds that 
developed countries make up some 40 percent of the post-tax 
total.  The U.S. leads all countries, at nearly a half trillion 
dollars in annual subsidies, followed by Russia and China.

These countries should be charging consumers far 
higher for coal, gasoline and other petroleum products, both 
in order to offset their negative impacts and to give consum-
ers a clearer understanding of the full consequence of their 
use.  Following on previously stated policy, the IMF is also 
reiterating its support for some sort of carbon tax.

By boosting energy consumption and thus emissions, 
subsidies aggravate climate change and worsen local pollu-
tion and congestion.  The new paper looks into the environ-
mental impact of energy subsidies,  including the distortions 

that subsidies cause by leading consumers to make decisions 
without regard to their full impact.

Over decades these subsidies have been found to crowd 
out investment in energy production, including in renew-
ables.   Simultaneously, they constrict state coffers such that 
governments have less money with which to fund public 
spending, for instance on education, health or infrastructure.  
It’s about time we put an end to such corporate welfare!
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, River-
lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars  and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the sur-
rounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	
 Warren Lindholm	
 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): 	
 Robin Fox 	
 271-6088
Secretary:	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112
Treasurer:	
 Daria Gregg	
 944-8396
President-Emeriti	
 Eric Marshall 	
 827-3696
	
 Gunnar Andersen 	
 432-3112 	


Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	
 Coordinator	
 Phone

Envir. Education	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240
Membership	
 Gunnar Andersen	
 432-3112

Newsletter	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112
Outreach	


Photographer/Archivist	
 Beverly Dyckman	
 739-5057
Potluck	
 Warren Lindholm	
 739-9028

Publicity	


Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.
 Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at 
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
June-July Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Kirsten Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Clearwater’s Great
Hudson River Revival 

Croton Point Park
Sat-Sun, June 20-21
Check out details at
www.clearwater.org

Riverlovers Annual
Clearwater Sunset Sail

Beacon Dock
Friday, July 31, 5:30-8pm

Call Warren to reserve your spot


