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Message From The President
The EagleFest on February 4th was a big success, and so was
Riverlovers’ part in it. I want to thank the many volunteers
for their help at the Croton Point Nature Center for making
and serving soups. I also want to thank the volunteers at the
outreach table in the big tent for their help in getting people
to learn about Riverlovers and to attend meetings and also to
join our group.
At the outreach table I decided to show the PBS program “An American Eagle” on my laptop. Wow! This was
a huge draw to our outreach table, with adults and children
watching the program, and then learning about the Riverlovers. I’m happy to say we gave away all the Riverlovers
Currents for February 2012 and a considerable number of
earlier issues. We also told people to look up our Riverlovers website, and quite a few people gave their email addresses.
And by the way, check out our website at
www.riverlovers.org. Gunnar put a video on our home page.
Very cool! I’m glad to report we made $27, selling tire pressure gauges and L.E.D. flashlights.
Sandy and Bill Flank and I attended the Walkabout
Clearwater Coffeehouse on February 11th and we represented
Clearwater and Riverlovers at the outreach table. We danced
to the music of The Ebony Hillbillies, and learned a bit about
the roots of their musical selections.
The screening of the “Gasland” film, at the Feb 17th
meeting, was quite an eye opener and caused several Riverlovers to get raucous and yell out against our previous government officials. Indeed, how could they have let these
things happen?
For the March 16th meeting, we will show “Earth the
Operator’s Manual” hosted by geologist Richard Alley.
From the DVD jacket: “Is the planet due for an oil change?
Why are fossil fuels unsustainable? Can renewable energy
power the planet?” Great questions, so come and see what
some of the answers might be.
For the April 20th meeting we will show “Power Surge.”
To quote from the DVD jacket: “Can emerging technology
defeat global warming? Are we finally on the brink of a
green-energy power surge, or is it too little, too late?”
Earth Day is April 22nd, and I’m waiting for a return call
from Westchester Parks about an outreach table that day for
its annual celebration at Kensico Dam Plaza. Stay tuned for
further news on this.

In May I would like to again start having walks in
places like the Annsville Preserve or Teatown Lake Reservation. We’ll pick some dates in the near future, at one of our
Potlucks.
In closing, we are planning to book our annual sail on
the Sloop Clearwater. Call me or email me for any preferences, like for what month and for what evening of the
week. (Lindholm63@gmail.com). One of the advantages
of membership in Riverlovers is a low-cost sail on the Sloop
“Clearwater”. We currently ask for a suggested donation of
$10 for members and $20 non-members, which we share
with our parent organization. What a bargain!

EagleFest Thank You
I just want to again thank the volunteers for their help at the
Nature Center serving and making soups, and also the volunteers at the outreach table in the big tent for their help in
getting people to learn about the Riverlovers and to attend
meetings and join our group. I specifically want to thank
Cynthia Andersen, Jan Ravase, Leesa Thompson and Louise
Leeds for their help at the outreach table.
A big thanks to Gunnar and Cynthia Andersen for coordinating the soups and breads from the different companies
donating them. I also want to thank the volunteers who
cooked and served the soups.
Marvelous soups and breads came from Umami Café,
Zeytinia’s, Mrs. Green’s and Shoprite, and we thank them
for their generous support. Our home-grown soupmakers,
bakers and servers included Kirsten Andersen, Kari Rell,
Lisa Tomesch (Gunnar's sisters), the Andersen’s daughter
Milla, Gerhard, Hale, Lisa, Chris, Elfriede and Terry Cerilli
from Ferry Sloops, Terry Arnold, Robin Fox and Marilyn
Elie of IPSEC, as well as bread-cutter Bill Flank.
We also owe thanks to John Baker, our contact at the
Parks Department who is responsible for the Nature Centers,
for arranging for our use of the Nature Center for this EagleFest event. All in all, it was a great day for everyone, and
it was nice to see that our efforts were so well appreciated.
We’ll certainly look forward to next year.

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$25 Individual & $35 Family
It cost $7.60 a year to send you the Riverlovers Currents.
Please consider adding at least that much to your annual
dues. Support your Newsletter and the river!

Water Is Now An Academic Discipline
Developing solutions to meet the growing need for clean
water that are also socially acceptable, economically viable
and environmentally sustainable is the focus of the new interdisciplinary graduate program in water science and policy
at the University of Delaware, which welcomed its first students this fall. The new program offers master of science
and doctoral degrees with either a water science or a water
policy concentration. Courses are offered in four different
schools of the university to support this pioneering academic
program that will focus attention on meeting the planet’s
needs for usable water supplies.
Water is a valuable resource that is critical for the
health, vitality and long-term sustainability of all species and
all natural ecosystems. Worldwide, however, water resources are increasingly at risk. Unsustainable population
growth, land-use changes, pollution and global climate
change all threaten the distribution, quantity and quality of
the water on which all life depends.
This new program recognizes the importance of addressing vital water issues and finding solutions in an organized way. Policies and technology need to be developed
outside the profit motive to ensure a rational approach to
water resources, and this is a laudable start.

Water And Energy Are Linked
Water usage and energy production are intertwined in many
ways. The first thing to note is simply how much water
electric power plants currently withdraw from our nation’s
rivers, lakes, groundwater aquifers, and oceans. Power
plants withdraw as much water as all U.S. farmers do to irrigate the nation’s crops, and four times more than all U.S.
residential uses combined—including everything from
drinking and washing dishes to flushing toilets and watering
lawns.
Power plants withdraw that enormous volume of water—on the order of a hundred billion gallons of freshwater
alone each day—because the vast majority of power plants
in the United States use steam to drive turbines that generate
electricity, and water to cool that steam for re-use. The
steam might be created by burning fossil fuels, from the heat
generated by a nuclear reaction such as at Indian Point, or
even from renewable energy options such as biomass, geothermal, and concentrating solar power plants. Ninety percent of the electricity we use comes from plants that use
steam, and steam cooling accounts for the overwhelming
majority of the water that most power plants use.
The Union of Concerned Scientists, in a recent study,
looked at both water withdrawals—how much plants take
out of rivers, lakes, or aquifers—and water consumption—how much they evaporate as part of the cooling process. Overall, the research found that by far the largest water
users by type are coal-fired plants, which are still the dominant source of electricity in the United States.
Coal plants accounted for 67 percent of all freshwater
withdrawals for thermoelectric power plants in 2008, and 65
percent of consumption. Nuclear plants, meanwhile, accounted for 27 percent of power plant freshwater withdrawals and 24 percent of consumption. Comparatively, the nation’s natural gas plants generate considerably more power

for each drop of water they use. While gas-fired plants produce some 18 percent of the nation’s freshwater-cooled
thermoelectric power, they account for just 4 percent of
withdrawals of freshwater and 9 percent of consumption.
As the above numbers on nuclear suggest, low-carbon
electric technologies are not necessarily low-water. Our
nation’s nuclear plants as a whole withdrew eight times as
much freshwater in 2008 as our natural gas plants per unit of
electricity generated.
Some renewable energy options can also have water
implications. Some of the nation’s wet-cooled concentrating
solar power plants, for example, consume more water per
unit of electricity than the average coal plant. It is important
to note, though, that other renewable energy options, including wind turbines and solar photovoltaic panels, create electricity with no water involved whatsoever.
Different electricity options involve different inputs at
many stages, and that is certainly true for water. Water use
for electricity doesn’t start or stop with power plant cooling.
Water is involved in manufacturing the materials that go into
making any power plant. Fuel extraction and refining, especially for coal and nuclear, often have significant impacts on
water quantity and quality. For example, U.S. coal mining
uses 70 million to 260 million gallons of water each day,
according to the Department of Energy.
Mountaintop removal mining of coal has buried almost
2,000 miles of Appalachian headwater streams—some of the
most biologically diverse streams in the country, according
to the Environmental Protection Agency. Uranium mining
for nuclear fuel has contaminated surface or groundwater in
at least 14 states, while processing and enriching uranium for
use in nuclear power plants requires water too. While natural gas power plants are usually much less water-intensive
than coal or nuclear plants, the growing use of hydraulic
fracturing, or “hydrofracking,” to extract natural gas has
been linked with aquifer declines and water pollution. And
storage of power plant wastes can lead to water quality problems also. Most coal ash, which is left over after coal is
burned, goes into landfills and surface impoundments, from
which mercury, lead, cadmium, arsenic, and other toxics can
leak or leach out and contaminate water supplies.
Another important connection is the link between energy production, climate change, and water. Today’s carbon
emissions affect tomorrow’s water availability.
Heattrapping emissions from human activity are driving up air
and water temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, and
increasing the risks of drought. The power sector is a major
source of heat-trapping emissions, accounting for one-third
of the country’s total in 2009.
So what’s the solution? One of the easiest solutions is
also the most cost-effective: recognizing the links between
energy use and water helps people to recognize that using
less electricity reduces both carbon emissions and demands
on our water supply. Smart implementation of low- or nowater technologies, particularly renewable energy ones,
means that we can substantially reduce the pressures that
power plant cooling puts on our rivers and lakes.
Given the many connections between energy and water,
the choices we make in the near future about how we pro-
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Continued on page 3

What’s Happening
When

Continued from page 2

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.

duce and use energy will determine not only the extent to
which we mitigate the worst impacts of climate change, but
also how resilient our energy system is to the variability of
our water resources and the many competing demands for it.
Smart choices now will mean lower risks, greater energy
security, and strong environmental and economic benefits.
What are we waiting for?
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

March 3, Sat, 7pm, Beacon Sloop Club’s 6th Annual Sloop
Woody Guthrie Benefit Dinner & 34th Anniversary
Party. At River Terrace Restaurant, 2 Beekman St at Rte
9D, Beacon. Cocktail Hour 6pm. Live music. Proceeds for
the Woody’s restoration. Donation $50 per person. Reservations by Feb 27. Call or email Tom LaBarr, 845-831-4267
or labarrt@engr.newpaltz.edu.

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________

March 10, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse featuring Christine Lavin. At Memorial United
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains. Advance
tickets at www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602,
($20) or available at door ($25). Open seating. Proceeds
benefit Walkabout & Clearwater. Refreshments available.
Free parking. Sing with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus
at its informal Teachabout starting at 6:45 pm. Info: call
914-946-1625 or www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.

Address _________________________________________

March 11, Sun, 1:15pm, Fukushima Year One Commemoration at Indian Point. Join Indian Point Safe Energy Coalition and Hudson Rivcr Sloop Clearwater at the gates of
Indian Point for a vigil with the Peace Walkers from Grafton
Peace Pagoda. Refreshments and program to follow. Info:
1-888-474-8848.

I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

March 16, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Potluck featuring a
showing of “Earth the Operator’s Manual” hosted by
geologist Richard Alley, at Croton Point Nature Center.
Don’t miss this eye-opener about our energy crisis and other
ailments of our planet. Info: www.Riverlovers.org.

Please sign me up in the following membership category:

March 24, Sat, 5-9pm, Clearwater’s Family Open Boat Day.
At Lynch’s Marina, 2 Ferry St, Saugerties. Suggested donation $10. Contact Linda Richards at Linda@Clearwater.org
or 845-265-8080, ext 7105.

City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2012 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
!
!
!
!

Individual!
Family!
Contributor!
Sponsor!

$40!
$55!
$100!
$200!

!
!
!
!

Mariner!
Sailing-Master!
Benefactor!
Student!

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

!

Visa!!

MC!!

Discover!

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:! Clearwater, Inc.
!
724 Wolcott Avenue
! Beacon, NY 12508

A day of fun, food and feathers.
What a great success EagleFest was!!!

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:!
Vice Pres. (programs):!
Secretary:!
Treasurer:!
President-Emeriti!
!

Warren Lindholm!
Robin Fox!
Cynthia Andersen!
Daria Gregg!
Eric Marshall!
Gunnar Andersen!

739-9028
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112!

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group!

Coordinator!

Phone

Envir. Education!

Bill Flank!

238-8240

Membership!

Gunnar Andersen!

432-3112

Newsletter!

Bill Flank!

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution! Cynthia Andersen!
Outreach!
Photographer/Archivist! Beverly Dyckman!

739-5057

Potluck!

Warren Lindholm!

739-9028

Robin Fox!

271-6088

Publicity!
ShadFest!

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
March Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
with a showing of
Earth, the Operator’s Manual

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
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Croton River

Friday, March 16, 2012
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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432-3112

