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Message from the President  March 2018               
We are experiencing an interesting Winter this year; with 
some very cold days,  some snowy days, many rainy days, 
and some very warm days. I went from bike riding on a 70 
degree day to sleigh riding with Bruni's grandchildren in 30 
degree weather the next day. Climate Change?

Thank you everyone, the EagleFest, although once again 
held on a rainy day, with Croton Point Park becoming very 
muddy, was very successful. At the outreach table in the big 
tent we generated a great deal of interest in Riverlovers 
future activities. We gave out forty two Riverlovers Currents 
and handouts describing Riverlovers. We also sold $42 in 
toys and flashlights. Most of the visitors to our outreach 
table expressed interest in our meeting and activities and 
many people signed our sign-up sheet. I want to thank Carl 
Grimm and Rudy Kopecky for volunteering at our outreach 
table.

For the February meeting we screened "India, Nature’s 
Wonderland" part 2. Home to over a billion people, India is a 
place where the natural world has been woven into peoples’ 
lives and where wilderness still holds strong.

For the March 16 potluck meeting at 6:30 pm at the 
Croton Point Nature Center we will screen "The Great Polar 
Bear Feast". As Climate Change causes the Arctic Sea ice to 
retreat,  this DVD follows two mother polar bears with a 
terrible dilemma: stay on shore next to humans or follow the 
sea ice on a desperate journey. 

For the April 20 potluck meeting I will give a talk about 
the rising CO2 levels. April is when the CO2 levels are the 
highest. We will screen "The War on the EPA". This a report 
on how Scott Pruitt, the head of this agency, is dismantling 
Obama's Clean Air initiative. (See “Cynthia’s Environmental 
Scorecard for the Trump Administration” in this issue) 

We have 5 people interested in visiting the Material 
Recovery Center in Yonkers for a tour, week-days only. We 
need a minimum 8 people to attend. I am going to inquire if 
we can tour with a group that is already signed up.  Earth 
Day is coming. Riverlovers have been invited to the Croton 
Earth Day celebration in Vassallo Park on April 28.

I read an article from the Journal News at the February 
meeting entitled, It’s Not So Easy 'Going Green. Doubts 
were expressed about closing Indian Point which will be 
replaced by renewables that are not in place. Paul Gallay, the 
Riverkeeper President doesn’t want the energy gap left by 

Indian Point to be filled by natural gas plants. "Replacing 
Indian Point with these power plants would cause a 
significant increase in greenhouse gas emissions."  
According to my calculations at 34,000 tons of CO2 per day 
works out to 12,410,000 tons CO2 per year.  Also no plans 
are being made to close the three fossil fuel plants on the 
Hudson River. Bowline, Roseton and Danskammer. Wow!

Come to our meetings, come to our activities. Members 
and non-members are welcome. Together we can be 
educated and educate others to protect the Hudson River and 
save the Earth and its climate for ourselves and future 
generations.

EagleFest Thanks
by Gunnar Andersen

Thank you to the members of Riverlovers and Ferry Sloops 
for their participation in the Teatown EagleFest. This, our 
13th annual EagleFest, was a wonderful example of 
cooperation between the two sloop clubs with members of 
both clubs working in 
the soup kitchen in the 
Nature Center and at 
the reachout tables in 
t h e m a i n t e n t .  
Members made such a 
variety of soups that 
we had 12 choices on 
the menu!   Providing 
a free lunch to the 
volunteers is a great 
help to them because 
many work outside in 
the cold and do not 
have time to leave the 
park to get food.  

A l s o a h e a r t y 
thank you to Umami 
Cafe for their generous 
donation of butternut 
squash soup and to ShopRite for providing the bowls, 
utensils and bread. We served over 100 volunteers at the 
Nature Center and, thanks to the take-out soup containers 
donated by Umami Cafe,  we were able to provide for 
volunteers who could not leave their posts. 
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The Hudson River in Art History
By Cynthia Andersen

Last month we looked at prints created from watercolors in 
the Hudson River Portfolio. The oil medium offered greater 
scale and expressive range, enabling artists like Thomas Cole 
to apply European landscape conventions with the aesthetics 
of the picturesque and sublime to native scenes. Oil 
paintings, like prints, reinforced these subjects as touring 
destinations and as so-called “Sacred Sites”, imbued with a 
cultural,  national and spiritual significance they still hold. In 
1825 Cole went up the Hudson on a steamboat stopping to 
get off at West Point and Fort Putnam, which he knew was 
the American shrine, the sacred place where American 
Independence hung in the balance during the dark days of 
the American Revolution. Fort Putnam was erected in 1778 
for the purpose of defending Fort Clinton on West Point and 
to more thoroughly secure the Hudson River against the 
passage of hostile British fleets.

I n F o r t 
Putnam Cole 
w a n t e d t o 
s h o w t h a t 
A m e r i c a n 
associations 
are not so 
much of the 
past as of the 
present and 
f u t u r e . A 
c u r r e n t 
theory held 
that people 
were most 

moved by images of their own country.  Asher Durand, a 
friend of Trumbull, bought the painting for $25.00 and 
wrote, “Amid the ruins of Fort Putnam, the patriot may find 
materials to animate him with fresh hopes for his country’s 
future welfare, as well as to recall the noblest recollections of 
her past history.”  So we see Cole using the symbolism of 
Fort Putnam as a new beginning in not only American 
history but in American art as well; the torch has been passed 
to a new America.  The painting purchased from Colman’s 
Frame Shop on Greenwich St. by Asher B.  Durand 
disappeared for over 100 years and was re-discovered in the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Art (PAFA) in 2004.

Continuing on his journey up the Hudson River, Cole 
arrived at North South Lake in the Catskills and painted Lake 
with Dead Trees.  

The Sublime Style: The sublime style dates back to an 
artist of the 17th century, Salvator Rosa. Rosa seeks to 
convey raw nature: desolation, solitude, even danger  
Vocabulary of: the weather blasted tree, picturesque rock 
(contrast), anthropomorphic branches of tree in the 
foreground blasted by lightning or sapped by time, stretching 
its extravagant arms against a murky sky. We see tension 
between dark and light areas in foreground and middle 
ground, distant horizon filled with sky, clouds and light. 
According to Burke,  the sublime can be described as: 

"Whatever is fitted in any sort to excite the ideas of pain, 
and danger, that is to say, whatever is in any way terrible, or 
is conversant about terrible objects, or operates in a manner 
analogous to terror, is a source of the Sublime..."  Lake with 
Dead Trees was bought by a friend of Trumbull,  the art critic 
William Dunlop and later sold to Philip Hone, Mayor of 
NYC who later donated it to Oberlin College. 

And what of the beautiful?  We see the beautiful in 
Falls of the Kaaterskill by Cole. The model of ideal beauty 
for artists comes from the work of:  Claude Lorrain (1600 
-1680). A French 17th century artist. Lorrain's language is 
very different from Rosa's....His views are formed on a 
compositional principle of elegant balance, and on a subtle 
understanding of the depiction of light, which is diffused, 
often from a visible sun, over the scene with exquisite 
gradations, achieving a luminosity new in the history of art. 
One of the great scenic wonders of the Northeast (Greene 
County) eastern range of the Catskills. The two-tiered 
cascade falls 260 ft. into Catskill Cove, joining the Catskill 
Creek about twelve miles west of the town of Catskill,  and 
eventually flowing into the Hudson River. Cole captures the 

Sublime: The 
d a r k a n d 
d r a m a t i c 
scene includes 
a stormy sky 
and turbulent 
spray from the 
falls. 
W h e n C o l e 
returned from 
his sketching 
trip he placed 

these three paintings in Colman’s Frame Shop on Greenwich 
St. where they were discovered by none other than John 
Trumbull who was amazed and awe struck by what he saw. 
He said, "This young man has accomplished what I my 
whole life have tried in vain." He knew that the young Cole 
had been able to incorporate all of the artistic theories 
created by the Enlightenment philosophers of the 18th 
century:  theories of the Sublime, the Beautiful, and the 
Picturesque.



What’s Happening
When
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520. 

  I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

  ________________________________________________
  Send to this e-mail

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:
 	 Individual	 $50	      	    Mariner	 $500
 	 Family	  $65	      	    Sailing-Master	 $1000
 	 Contributor	  $100	      	    Benefactor	 $5000
 	 Sponsor	 $200	      	    Other	 $25

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card
	    Visa		               MC		             Discover	           Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:	 Clearwater, Inc.
 	 724 Wolcott Avenue
               	 Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up 
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays, 10am-3pm.  Farmer’s Market at VFW hall on 
Main St. in Beacon.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, 
fruits and vegetables.
March 8, Thurs. Modern Barrel Making (from Quercus 
Cooperage) John Cox, 7pm,  Beacon Sloop Club winter 
Lecture Series.  Beacon Sloop Club Clubhouse at the train 
station.
Saturday, March 10, 7:30pm, The Walkabout Clearwater 
Coffeehouse presents Guy Davis, In the first floor sanctuary 
at Memorial United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, 
White Plains, NY. Tickets $20 in advance online; $25 at the 
door;  Students with ID: $15; Children ages 6 to 12 $10        
Sunday, March 11, at noon, IPSEC will present From 
Fukushima to Indian Point, What’s In Our Future? The 
program will be held at the American Legion Captain Oliver 
C. Chase Jr. Post 274 at 936 McKinley Street, Peekskill. 
March 16, Fri.  6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck 
Supper at Croton Point Nature Center.  We will screen “The 
Great Polar Bear Feast”. As Climate Change causes the 
Arctic Sea ice to retreat, this DVD follows two mother polar 
bears with a terrible dilemma: stay onshore next to humans 
or follow the sea ice on a desperate journey.  info: 
www.riverlovers.org.
April 12, Thurs, 7pm at Beacon Sloop Club Clubhouse 
Restoring the Woody Guthrie NS Clearwater–Jim Kricker 
(with screening of Jon Bowermaster’s short film).

Environmental Score Card for the 
Trump Administration

Cynthia Andersen
Beware: the legislature is getting ready to undermine our 
environment through amendments that will jeopardize clean 
air, clean water, endangered species and fragile landscapes. 
We must mobilize and stop these measures from becoming 
law.

Many of these measures will be attached as “riders” to 
bigger bills where they practically go unnoticed. Here are 
several of the worst riders which aim at killing the Obama 
administration’s attempts to help the environment.

Clean water: The Clean Water Act was passed in 1972 
and in 2015 Obama adopted a landmark rule adding to it 
meant to clarify and broaden protections for smaller streams 
and wetlands vital to the country’s drinking water and 
wildlife. Commercial interests like farmers and developers 
complained about this to Scott Pruitt, the industry- friendly 
head of the E.P.A. who is trying to replace the ruling that 
protects our water.  This is bad enough but it gets worse 
various environmental subcommittees also want to kill the 
ruling immediately without consulting the public or 
conducting scientific analysis required by law.

Methane emissions: To help combat climate change the 
Obama administration approved two rules to minimize 

emissions of methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Rule 1: 
E.P.A. will regulate emissions from new gas and oil wells; 
Rule 2: Interior Department would require oil and gas 
companies to control venting and flaring from existing wells 
on public lands. The courts have been supportive of these 
rules; however, the infamous Congressional riders would kill 
both rules.   We must preserve undeveloped public lands and 
protect water supplies, wildlife and other natural resources.
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit  membership 
organization whose most visible symbol  is its  member-owned and 
operated  106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, 
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in  the Northern 
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with 
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
• Organizing  trips and recreational activities, seminars  and 
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education  and action to protect our rivers and our 
environment; 
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects  on the Hudson River, to reach out  to the 
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact  our interest group coordinators, 
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): 	
Secretary:	 Cynthia Andersen	 432-3112
Treasurer:	 Daria Gregg	 944-8396
President-Emeritus	 Gunnar Andersen 	 432-3112 	

Interest Group Coordinators

Interest Group	 Coordinator	 Phone

Envir. Education	 Bill Flank	 238-8240
Membership	 Gunnar Andersen	 432-3112

Newsletter	 Cynthia Andersen	 432-3112

	 Gunnar Andersen	 432-3112
Newsletter Distribution	 Cynthia Andersen	 432-3112

Outreach	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028
Photographer/Archivist	 Beverly Dyckman	 739-5057

Potluck	 Warren Lindholm	 739-9028

Publicity	
Web Page:    www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address,  and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.
 Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at 
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
March Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Screening of

The Great Polar Bear Feast

Friday, March 16, 2018
6:30pm
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