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Riverlovers Doings
Our April Potluck featured a Riverlovers Study Group presentation on “Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About
Plastics Recycling.” Bill Flank covered the basics of recycling, including what those numbers mean in the triangles on
plastic bottles and containers, and what happens to recycled
plastics. It was an enlightening evening.
We’re still planning later on to arrange tours of the
county incinerator plant at Charles Point and the Millwood
water treatment plant. We’re also getting a date sometime in
July for a seining session at Mothers Lap. These things require planning and a fair amount of participation by members, so stay tuned for more details and check the Riverlovers website at www.riverlovers.org.
We’ve been talking a lot at recent Potlucks about the
ShadFest, which will be on May 18th, and Chris Letts assures
us that THERE WILL BE SHAD for him to cook, and for
Riverlovers to cook as well. Beacon Sloop Club will again
be bringing their solar trailer and their famous chili as well.
We’ve got vendors and entertainment, and we’re getting
everything ready for the big event of the year for Riverlovers. So, reserve that date: MAY 18 for the Riverlovers
Eighteenth Annual SHADFEST!! And call Robin to let her
know what you’ll be doing to help make our biggest event of
the year a success. We really need everyone’s help.
While you’re at it, save June 21 and 22 for Clearwater’s
Great Hudson River Revival, and sign up with Gunnar to
help staff the Riverlovers table in the Sloop Club tent. We
need a crew of volunteers to take turns for this outreach effort! Not that a bribe is being offered, but Riverlovers annual sail aboard the Hudson River Sloop Clearwater is set
for Sunday, August 17th from 6 to 9pm out of Peekskill. It
goes without saying that reservation preference is given to
our volunteers at ShadFest and Revival. Be part of it all!

There Will Be Shad !
by Gunnar Andersen
Shad is an anadromous fish—it spends most of its life in the
ocean; and it comes into the fresh waters to spawn for only a
few weeks of each year. Since it is in the river for such a
short time, it is not subject to PCB contamination as are the
fish that spend their entire lives in the Hudson.

Shad is related to the herring family. It is known to be a
very tasty fish; its name, Alosa sapidissima, means “most
delicious.” Like other herrings, shad has many bones. It is
a skilled task to fillet a shad. Shad has three backbones, so
shad fillets like the ones served at the ShadFest have been
sliced three times to remove the bones.
Shad have been plentiful in the Hudson for many years
and were fished by Native Americans, but the shad population has slowly declined over the last century and precipitously in the last decade. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) conducted a study that shows the
reason for the decline. Large fishing fleets increased their
catch of shad in the ocean waters. Using techniques like
sonar to track the schools of shad, and large nets, they were
able to catch more shad than the Hudson River fishermen,
causing a rapid decline in shad populations.
The ASMFC ruled to stop shad fishing in the ocean by
2004, but the DEC finds that it is still not recovered. The
DEC issued an emergency ruling this March further restricting shad fishing. Bait and hook fishermen cannot keep a
single shad this year; earlier they were able to keep up to 5
shad each day. Now they are strictly “catch and release.”
Commercial shad fishermen are only allowed to fish 3
days out of the week. This is a compromise ruling that recognized that the Hudson River fishermen did not cause the
problem, and that if they are not allowed to take some fish
they could go out of business. The shad that we have at the
ShadFest are from one of the local Hudson River fishermen.

Volunteer Now
Sail On The Clearwater in August
Riverlovers could certainly use more volunteers for the
ShadFest. It is great fun and a help to the environment—but
that is not the only reward! The Riverlovers will sail on the
Clearwater on August 17 and ShadFest volunteers are always welcome.
So, volunteer for the ShadFest on May 18th —call Gunnar at 432-3112 or Robin at 271-6088, then mark this date
on your calendar: On Sunday, August 17 at 6pm Riverlovers will take a beautiful sunset sail on the Clearwater from
6pm until 9 pm. We will be departing from Peekskill. You
couldn’t ask for a better reward!

Pay your dues now—support our river! $15 Individual & $20 Family

Riverlover Of The Month
by Jan Ravase
A Norwegian baby boomer, Gunnar Andersen has three sisters, Kirsten, Lisa and Kari, with an 18-year spread. Living
on a 108-acre farm in central New Jersey, which grew alfalfa, corn and soybeans, his companions were cows, pigs, a
pony and ducks.
Gunnar graduated
from Jersey City High
and attended Pace
University. After 32
years in the computer
industry, he is retiring
in June from the
Chappaqua School
District as network
manager. Cynthia, his
bride of 30 years,
describes him as a
giving,
noncomplaining spirit.
Only 1% of the Croton population is unaware that daughter
Milla married Jeremy
Pemberton and on
March 7, 2008 prePhoto by Beverly Dyckman
sented the Andersens
w ith Ava Laure n.
Hard work paid off, and all are rich in many ways!
Singing, classical, and now jazz piano ring from their
music room. Outside home, the Hudson Valley Singers, of
which they are a part, sang in Budapest at the Franz Liszt
Academy in a choral setting.
As Riverlovers president, Gunnar is concerned about
drawing in new members, and feels change may come in
combining membership with other Sloop Clubs. He cooks at
the ShadFest, and secures vendors and activists together with
Cynthia. Overall, our publicity base has been broadened by
their efforts.
Quite the environmentalist, Gunnar has a non-artificial
chemical flower and vegetable garden. Describing weeds as
unwanted plants, the welcoming attitude is towards wildflowers and compost. So with one eye to a new deck and
two feet to protesting to bring about the closure of Indian
Point in his lifetime, Gunnar is looking forward to the future.
South America has been on their itinerary, and Vancouver and the 2012 Olympics wave in the maple leaf breeze.
(Don’t forget to keep those postcards coming!) And did you
ever wonder how those mailing labels were generated, and
the membership records maintained? All I can say is that
you better pay your dues, or you-know-who will get you!

Energy Research Support Dropping
Federal spending for energy research, when adjusted for
inflation, has dropped sharply from $6 billion thirty years
ago at the start of the energy crunch, to $1.4 billion in 2008,
according to a recent Government Accountability Office
report. Spending was robust as a result of the 1973 energy

crisis, but fell as oil prices dropped to lower levels in the
1980’s and 1990’s.
While the Energy Department has spent almost $60 billion, the nation’s energy portfolio has stayed pretty much the
same. It remains highly dependent on fossil energy sources.
The report said that more incentives, standards and mandates
are needed to encourage advanced energy alternatives.
However, the Bush Administration is proposing that for
fiscal 2009, research spending on fossil energy be increased
34%, spending on nuclear research be increased 44%, and
renewable energy research be cut by 1%. This year, these
categories are all receiving about equal funding.
When the going gets tough, as it seems to have gotten
these days, the Bush Administration just shovels more
money toward their friends. That’s not the response we, and
the nation, need.

Toxics Information Weakened
When the EPA weakened its Toxics Release Inventory (TRI)
reporting requirements in 2006, it unleashed a flood of reduced information from polluters. Shortened annual reports
can now be used whenever the release is less than 2000
pounds of any listed hazardous chemical. It is no longer
necessary to report the volume of the substance released, or
whether it is released to air, water or land.
When the 2006 data were released this past February,
they showed a 19% increase in short form use by chemical
producers. Chemical wholesalers increased short form use
by 22%. The Government Accountability Office has determined that the rule change will cause the public to lose a
substantial amount of information about chemical releases,
although facilities filing the shortened TRI reports will on
average save only $900 a year.
There’s not even much profit to be gained in curtailing
the public’s right to know what’s being dumped into our
environment. It appears to be all about ideology, rather than
health and safety.

Quote Without Comment
"In the hands of conservatives, federalism is a wonderfully
malleable concept. They love to pay homage to the rights of
states and condemn the evils of federal encroachment of
state sovereignty. Yet when states try to protect the environment, protect consumer rights or prevent discrimination,
these same conservatives are the first to argue for federal
laws (or interpretations of existing federal laws) to snuff out
state sovereignty."
Paul Gordon, People For The American Way

Walkabout Coffeehouse Notes
We’re coming to the end of the 2007-2008 season, and
there’s only one more coffeehouse left. A popular Coffeehouse feature, Phil Ochs Night, will again be held on May
10th. His protest songs will be remembered, and new music
in the Phil Ochs spirit will be presented by Magpie, Kim and
Reggie Harris, John Flynn, Greg Greenway and others.
Sing along in the informal Teachabouts at 6:45pm, prior
to the 7:30pm concerts, at the Memorial United Methodist
Church, 250 Bryant Avenue in White Plains. There’s plenty
of free parking, and lots of fun.
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What’s Happening
When
Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb &
mushroom spring rolls.

It’s ironic that the Administration is rejecting its own
estimates, rather than those of its predecessor. Things must
be overwhelmingly worse than expected, and the states
whose communities are threatened must be up in arms, for
such an admission of failure. Let’s hope they get serious
about the revised program and allocate the funds that are
needed to do this long overdue cleanup. If past experience is
any guide, however, there’s not a lot of hope.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

May 9, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck on the
second Friday of the month at Croton Point Nature Center.
Final arrangements, scheduling and assignments for ShadFest.
Check our website for the latest info, at
www.riverlovers.org.
May 10, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
presents Phil Ochs Night. At Memorial United Methodist
Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains. Tickets $17.50 in
advance, $20 at door, children 5-12 $10, open seating. Proceeds benefit Walkabout & Clearwater. Refreshments available. Free parking. Informal songfest starts at 6:45pm.
Info: www.walkaboutclearwater.org or call 914-242-0374.

Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

May 18, Sun, 11am to 5pm, Riverlovers 18th annual ShadFest
at Croton Point Park. Volunteers needed for the big Riverlovers event of the year. Call Robin
now to sign up for your stint!
June 21-22, Sat-Sun, 10am to
8:30pm, Clearwater’s Great
Hudson River Revival at Croton Point Park. Be a volunteer
for Riverlovers, be a volunteer for
Clearwater, be a festival-goer, but
be there! Info: (800) 67-SLOOP
or www.ClearwaterFestival.org.

Application for Riverlovers Membership

Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2008 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

Photo by
George Thompson

Sun, Aug 17, 6-9pm, Riverlovers Annual Clearwater Sail.
Sunset cruise out of Peekskill, thanking all our volunteers.
Check with Gunnar for more details.

Nuclear Weapons Cleanup Lags
An audit by the Energy Department shows that cleanup of
nuclear weapons sites is substantially behind schedule and
significantly over budget, but in response, DOE has cut the
program back.
With much fanfare a few years ago, the Bush Administration set milestones for the cleanup of the Hanford, Savannah River, Oak Ridge and Idaho National Labs, and 20
other sites, but these optimistic goals can’t be met, according
to DOE. Agreements with states are being re-negotiated to
reflect new assessments of costs and schedules for the program, conforming to those set by the prior administration.
The new, and old, estimate is $305 billion and another
50 years, compared to the Administration’s earlier estimate
of $250 billion and completion by 2035. This year’s budget
calls for only $5.5 billion, the lowest level in the last 15
years for this huge cleanup program.

$40
$55
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
112 Little Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Bill Flank

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Robin Fox

271-6088

Robin Fox

271-6088

Outreach

Publicity
ShadFest

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Co-Secretary:
Co-Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Gunnar Andersen
Robin Fox
Cynthia Andersen
Leesa Thompson
Daria Gregg
Eric Marshall

432-3112
271-6088
432-3112
528-0098
944-8396
827-3696

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
May Newsletter Contributors: Gunnar Andersen, Jan Ravase

Schedule Assignments At
Pre-ShadFest Potluck

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle

GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, May 9, 2008
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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