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Message From The President
We are enjoying the unseasonably warm Autumn weather 
with many activities on and off our beautiful Hudson River, 
such as sailing on the Hudson River on our members’ day 
sailer, canoeing on Constitution Marsh in Cold Spring, kay-
aking on the Croton River, and exploring the trails at the 
Sylvan Glen Park Preserve in Yorktown. 

The Constitution Marsh is part of the Audubon Society.  
We had a great leader, Megan, who described the history and 
the wildlife of the Marsh.  It was a beautiful gray day with 
low-lying clouds covering mountain tops on both sides of 
the Hudson River.   After canoeing we explored the Indian 
Brook stream to the waterfall.  We first walked under the 
route 9D bridge.  We marveled at the 100 ft. high steel 
arches holding up the roadway.  At the falls we admired the 
waterfall with tilted flat boulders.  This natural formation 
looked like it was designed by an avant-garde architect.

At Robin Fox’s urging the Riverlovers Board decided, 
instead of splitting the receipts from the Clearwater Sail 
between Riverlovers and Clearwater, that we would help 
Clearwater with a special donation of $1000 for seining 
equipment.  Quoting from an e-mail from Bill Flank, “I 
spoke with Dave Conover and he was delighted that Clear-
water will be able to acquire additional seining equipment.  
He says, as it turns out, the timing of our donation will make 
it possible to obtain a matching grant for the education pro-
gram, so our contribution will be doing double duty.” 

It is important that we will continue fund-raising at our 
outreach tables at various events,  to support both Clearwa-
ter’s and our own programs.

For the September 20th Potluck, I gave a talk about 
Global Warming and the contribution from fossil fuel elec-
tric power plants.   I touched on the dangers of fuel handling.  
I also brought up that renewable generation such as wind 
and solar at present are only a small fraction of United 
States and world-wide generation.  I finished with the un-
popular notion that nuclear power at present is one of the 
ways to prevent Global Warming.  Let’s keep an open mind!

For the October 18th Potluck, we had John Phillips give 
a fascinating talk about the various Native American tribes 
that inhabited the Croton Point area.  He brought up the fact 
that when the European settlers arrived, the Native Ameri-
cans were pushed aside, and left with very little trace of their 
existence.  John also brought up the importance of beads to 
Native American culture.  A very thoughtful talk.

For the November 15th Potluck at 6:30pm, we are proud 
to present our own Cynthia Andersen, who will give a Pow-
erPoint presentation of Art and Photography of the Civil 
War.  Let’s have a good showing of attendance; please invite 
all your friends to this really special meeting. 

Before it gets too cold we will do a short walk on Sat-
urday, November 2nd at 1pm at the Annsville Preserve, 
across the bay from Annsville Paddle Sports Center.  There 
are various marker signs describing the Hudson River and 
the Annsville Bay.  For convenience we will meet at 1pm at 
the Peekskill Riverfront Green Park near the Rotunda.

For the December 20th Potluck at 6:30 pm, we will 
screen PBS Frontline’s “Climate of Doubt.”  The correspon-
dent John Hockenberry shows how various organizations 
have successfully promoted a denial of Climate Change.

For the January Potluck we will screen, from the PBS 
Nature series, the “Radioactive Wolves of Chernobyl.” This 
program shows how wildlife is returning to the exclusion 
zone surrounding the crippled Chernobyl power plant.  The 
program we will screen for the February Potluck is the offi-
cial selection of the 2013 Sundance Festival, “Pandora’s 
Promise.”  This documentary might change your mind about 
the role of nuclear power in the rapidly encroaching global 
warming crisis.

In closing, I remind everyone that the ever-popular Ea-
gleFest is coming in early February, and gives Riverlovers a 
great opportunity to advertise ourselves.  This should be an 
interesting season.  Be part of Riverlovers, and bring your 
friends to our activities.  Thank you for your support.

Indian Point Supervisor Pleads Guilty
A former lab supervisor,  Daniel Wilson,  has pleaded guilty 
to federal charges that he tried to cover up diesel fuel con-
tamination at the Indian Point nuclear plant in Buchanan.  
Wilson violated Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations 
that required a shutdown if diesel fuel for emergency back-
up generators did not meet established specifications for 
particulate matter in the fuel.  

In short,  he faked the results so Entergy could keep the 
plant operating even though there was a risk that the emer-
gency equipment would fail if called upon for use.  Accord-
ing to the U.S. attorney’s office, prosecutors struck a plea 
agreement that they would not seek a sentence longer than 
six months.  Entergy tried to distance themselves from this 
embarrassment,  but they still bear the responsibility for cre-
ating an atmosphere of disregard for safety.
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Global Warming & What To Do About It
by Warren Lindholm

Who does not believe in global warming being a problem in 
the future, especially after seeing that the polar ice caps are 
shrinking at an accelerated rate?  Right now, atmospheric 
carbon dioxide levels are at 400 parts per million, up from 
320 ppm in the 1950’s.  What an increase!

We are a fuel-based economy always reaching out for 
oil on the north slope of Alaska and Canada and elsewhere.  
Now there are easier accesses for new oil exploration.  There 
is a push for shale oil, and shale gas (hydro-fracking) explo-
ration.  Due to extensive fracking,  natural gas prices are very 
low, and Con Ed is converting their remaining oil-burning 
boilers to use natural gas.   Out in Wyoming, there are huge 
open-pit coal strip mines that are low in sulfur, but not lower 
in mercury or lead.  These mines are causing extensive 
draining of public, and especially Native American, aquifers. 

Now, about retiring coal-fired power plants, it's a good 
idea, but at Waterside Station, where I was employed, the 
coal burner nozzles were replaced with gas nozzles and oil 
nozzles.  Oil is required to be low in sulfur, and gas is puri-
fied and has no sulfur.  Gas is a preferred fuel, because it has 
roughly half the carbon and twice the hydrogen of coal or 
oil.  The same boilers are used, but they are cleaner burning.

Besides global warming being a problem, I am con-
cerned with using the earth’s resources.  What is going to be 
left 200 years from now!  The latest available figures for 
electric generation are 69.3% for fossil fuels, 20.3% for nu-
clear, and 10.4% for renewables.  Renewables break down to 
6.9% hydro, 3.5% wind-power, and less than 0.1% solar.

There is now no economical way to store excess wind 
and solar power to use off-peak and on windless days.   Mol-
ten salt tanks, however, are being developed.  Batteries are 
too expensive and not efficient enough to store all the power.  
The only practical way at present is pumped storage.  Water 
downstream from a dam is pumped up, to fill a reservoir 
with electric motors.  When power is needed, the pumps 
become turbines and motors become generators.  Siting, 
however, is a problem.

Nuclear power seems unsafe, but what about the run-
away train carrying crude oil that derailed, exploded and 
destroyed much of the town of Lac-Megantic in Quebec, 
killing 47 people.  I could go on about oil refinery and oil 
storage fires and explosions,  with loss of lives.  Coal miners 
lost in underground mines. Off-shore oil drilling.  We simply 
use—and waste—too much energy, and we don’t sufficiently 
regulate safety and sustainability in our energy production.

If nuclear power is to be replaced, it will replaced by an 
expansion of the current mix of 44.9% coal, 24.4% gas, 
6.9% hydro, 3.5% wind, and, 0.1% solar.   Maybe the United 
States needs more nuclear plants with a modern modular 
design.  Thorium reactors produce small amounts of spent 
fuel,  and newer designs for re-use of fuel are less hazardous 
as well.  It’s something to think about as an interim step as 
we try to develop affordable renewables on a larger scale.

Brazilian Solar Panel Breakthrough
As part of the country’s growing emphasis on green tech 
research, Brazilian scientists have developed plastic solar 

panels that could revolutionize power generation from this 
clean, renewable energy source.

What looks like a thin, flexible sheet of regular plastic 
is actually a solar panel printed with photovoltaic cells, 
which convert sunlight into electricity. This new material, 
totally unlike the heavy and costly silicon-based panels 
commonly used to generate solar power today, was created 
by scientists at CSEM Brasil, a research institute based in 
the southeast Brazilian state of Minas Gerais.

Made by incorporating organic photovoltaic cells into 
common polymers, the new panels resemble transparent 
sheets of plastic with stripes where they have been printed 
with carbon-based organic polymers.  The technology to 
produce these organic photovoltaic cells has been studied in 
Europe and the United States for a number of years, and has 
now been further developed in Brazil.

According to its inventors, the new “solar plastic” could 
represent a minor revolution in the way clean energy is pro-
duced from sunlight.  “While the capacity for power genera-
tion is almost the same, its small size means that it can be 
given uses that are almost impossible for silicon panels,” 
said the chairman of CSEM Brasil.   The lightweight, flexible 
new material can be used to power the electrical components 
of automobiles and in electronic devices like mobile phones 
and wireless computer keyboards and mice.

But the Brazilian researchers are concentrating on the 
production of solar panels, which can be used to cover rela-
tively large areas, like windows.  A panel with a surface area 
of two or three square meters could be sufficient to generate 
the energy needed in a house lived in by a family of four.

Because of its good cost-benefit ratio, it could also be 
an option for bringing energy to remote areas without elec-
tric power service.  In Brazil (with over 192 million people) 
there are still close to a million places in this situation.

Ease of transport is one of the main advantages of the 
new panels over silicon panels.  Because they are easy to 
transport,  logistical costs are lower.  In addition, people can 
take them with them when they move to a new home.

The plastic can also be used to cover buildings and ven-
ues like airports and sports stadiums, avoiding the need to 
set aside an area for installation of conventional solar panels.

Shrinking Aquifers In Drought Areas
In New Mexico,  the Rio Grande is trickling through Albu-
querque at only a quarter of its normal flow.  The parched 
range and pastureland in the southwest part of the state are 
all rated in poor condition by the Department of Agriculture.  
According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 45 percent of the 
state is suffering from "exceptional" drought—the worst in 
the nation.  Similar conditions exist across much of the 
southern Great Plains.

In times like these, when rivers and irrigation canals run 
dry and the rain fails to fall, farmers and ranchers turn to 
groundwater, stored beneath the surface of the land, to wet 
their crops and pastures.   And as persistent drought has be-
come almost a way of life for much of the agricultural land 
in the U.S., the straw of agriculture is sipping up more and 
more of the underground water stash.

continued on page 3
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Application for Riverlovers Membership

  Name ___________________________________________

  Address _________________________________________

  City __________________________   State ____________

  Zip ____________  Telephone _______________________

  Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

  Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2013 to:
  Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern 

Westchester-Putnam County area)

Yes!  I Also Want To Join Clearwater
  Please sign me up in the following membership category:

 Individual $40   Mariner               $500
    Family  $55     Sailing-Master    $1000
 Contributor  $100     Benefactor          $5000
   Sponsor  $200        Student               $10

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by 
credit card

    Visa                MC              Discover            Amex

Account No. ______________________________________

Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________

Mail To:  Clearwater, Inc.
                             112 Little Market Street
                Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and 
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent” 
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up and 
down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”

Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon 
Sloop Club,  at Beacon harbor.  Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, 
bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.
Nov 2, Sat, 1pm, Riverlovers Walk at Annsville Preserve, 
in Peekskill across the bay from Annsville Paddle Sports 
Center. Meet at 1pm at Peekskill Riverfront Green Park near 
the Rotunda.  Call Warren at 914-319-3379 for more info.
Nov 3, Sun, noon-6pm, Historic Bluestone Festival,  town 
park next to Clearwater Homeport, 50 Rondout Landing, 
Kingston.  Exhibits, demonstrations, food, live music.
Nov 9, Sat,  7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
featuring Guy Davis.  A great blues entertainer and story-
teller, and a real treat. Memorial United Methodist Church, 
250 Bryant Ave, White Plains.  Advance tickets via credit 
card ($20) at www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602 
or $25 at door.  Open seating.  Proceeds benefit Walkabout 
& Clearwater.  Refreshments available.  Free parking.  Sing 
with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal Teach-
about starting at 6:45pm.  Info:  Bill Chestnut at 914-603-
3383 or www.WalkaboutClearwater.org/music/home.php. 
Nov 15, Fri,  6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at Cro-
ton Point Nature Center. Our own Cynthia Andersen will 
give a presentation on The Art and Photography of the Civil 
War.  Info:  www.Riverlovers.org.
Nov 17,  Sun, 7:30pm, “The Weavers at 65,” a fundraiser 
for the Woody Guthrie and the Beacon Sloop Club.   At 
the new Towne Crier Café, 379 Main St, Beacon, featuring 
Pete & Work o’ The Weavers & guests.  Tickets $30 in ad-
vance, $35 at door.  Info & tickets at www.townecrier.com.

Guy Davis At Walkabout Coffeehouse 
On November 9th at the Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse 
will be a great blues and folk favorite, Guy Davis.  The sec-
ond Saturday of every month in the Fall and Spring features 
terrific entertainment, so plan on making this a regular habit.  
Great people, music, refreshments,  free parking, a chance to 
join in with the Walkabout Chorus in a Singalong every 
month—that’s a combination that’s hard to beat.  Help sup-
port Clearwater as well as folk music!

Overall it has been a while since Mother Nature has 
come around with the rain or snowfall needed for a full refill.  
This has left a swath of regions across the southern half of 
the United States, stretching from West Virginia to Califor-
nia, with significant groundwater depletion since 2003, ac-
cording to a paper published recently in the journal Science.

The researchers are working on a global map of 
groundwater depletion, and they say that what they see in 
America fits with worldwide trends, where arid and semiarid 
regions are losing groundwater, while more northern lati-
tudes and the tropics are getting wetter.  The dire conse-
quences of climate change are fast approaching!

continued from page 2

Riverlovers President Warren Lind-
holm, at Indian Brook waterfall, after 
Constitution Marsh canoe trip.
Photo by Bill Flank.
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River 
Sloop  Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership  
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and 
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.”  As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ 
purposes are:
•  Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-
Putnam County area;
•  Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of 
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with  
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and 
sailing, concerts and festivals; 
•  Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and work-
shops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
•  Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our envi-
ronment; 
•  Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River 
and its tributaries;
•  Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to  the surround-
ing community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us.  Contact our interest group coordinators, or 
write to  Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 
10520.  Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	
 WarrenLindholm	
 739-9028
Vice Pres. (programs): 	
 Robin Fox 	
 271-6088
Secretary:	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112
Treasurer:	
 Daria Gregg	
 944-8396

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	
 Coordinator	
 Phone

Envir. Education	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240
Membership	
 Gunnar Andersen	
 432-3112

Newsletter	
 Bill Flank	
 238-8240
Newsletter Distribution	
 Cynthia Andersen	
 432-3112

Outreach	
 Jan Ravase	
 739-0640

Photographer/Archivist	
 Beverly Dyckman	
 739-5057
Potluck	
 Robin Fox	
 271-6088

Publicity	

ShadFest	
 Robin Fox	
      271-6088

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to 
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, 
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.  
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
November Newsletter Contributors: Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers, Inc.  
P.O. Box 285

Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
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