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Message from the President

AIM Pipeline: Turn The Gas On??

Late October, early November, sunny days in the Hudson
Valley. The leaves of the deciduous trees burst into the fall
colors, red, orange, yellow, brown, and some green
remaining. Gaze across the Hudson River and see the
mountains in their beautiful Autumn colors.
Our scheduled visit to the Storm King Art Center, and
the walk on the Croton Landing Park was cancelled due to
heavy rains. We will reschedule.
We had a well-attended October Potluck. We screened
part 1 of the 3-part series from BBC Earth, "9 Months That
Made You." This part featured the 10-year-old quadruplets,
the fashion model, and the champion basketball player with
his vital organs reversed.
Let’s enjoy the outdoors. On Sunday, October 30th at
1pm, we will meet at the Sunny Ridge Preserve off of
Croton Dam Road (Rte. 134), on the north side just past
Grace Lane. We will look for the beautiful hidden pond
deep in the park.
On Wednesday, November 2nd we will meet at Annsville
Park at 10am to carpool to Storm King Art Center. We could
rent bicycles to see the giant outdoor art works. There are a
limited number of bikes available, and a free tram is also
available.
On Sunday, November 6th at 1pm we will meet at
Senasqua Park to walk or even bicycle north to the Croton
Landing Walkway.
We can also explore south to the
Ossining Bridge.
Any other ideas, such as the Walkway over the Hudson
in Poughkeepsie, the Sylvan Glen Park Preserve from the
north side (fairly level ground), or the Peekskill Walkway?
Let me know if you are interested, and the 3 trips scheduled
can be repeated or rescheduled.
The November 18th Potluck will be at the Croton Point
Nature Center at 6:30pm. We will screen part 2 of "9
Months That Made You." Discover the thrilling story of how
you were made from the moment of conception to the
moment of birth 280 days later.
At the December 16th Potluck at 6:30 pm, we will
screen part 3 of "9 Months That Made You."
Come to our meetings, come to our activities. Members
and non-members are welcome.
Together we can be
educated and educate others to protect the Hudson River and
save the Earth and its climate for ourselves and future
generations.

A coalition of environmental and community organizations
are urging a federal court to halt the dangerous AIM pipeline
project before the gas is planned to be turned on this month.
On Monday attorneys responded to unsupported
arguments made by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) and the project applicant, Algonquin
(whose parent company is Spectra) in opposition to the
environmental consortium motion to halt the project.
The coalition’s brief showed there is no evidence FERC
ever reviewed the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s
calculations, and that FERC’s own documents reveal it
refused to use its own superior modeling software to
evaluate NRC’s analysis, though NRC itself requested that
FERC do so. An independent safety risk analysis is needed.
The NRC does not have expertise in construction, operation,
and safety of natural gas pipelines and gas rupture dynamics.
It is contended that the NRC’s analysis of the blast
radius of a pipeline explosion next to Indian Point is based
on faulty assumptions regarding pipeline ruptures. It was
unreasonable for FERC to rubber-stamp an analysis
performed by another agency lacking the required expertise.
The day after the brief was filed with the federal court,
Algonquin asked FERC for permission to turn the gas on in
the pipeline within the next few weeks. Algonquin plans to
connect the partially constructed pipeline to a much older
pipeline under the Hudson River, since construction under
the Hudson is not complete due to a violation related to their
drilling practices. Clearly, Algonquin is trying to turn on the
gas before the federal court has a chance to rule on the
request to halt the project. They don’t want anything to get
in their way—safety be damned if it’s in the way of profit!

Walkabout Coffeehouse Season Starts
The November 12th concert at the Walkabout Clearwater
Coffeehouse, in the upper Sanctuary at Memorial United
Methodist Church, will feature Sara Thomsen with special
guest Omnia Hegazy, continuing the Coffeehouse’s 29th
season with their wide-ranging styles.
Tickets are $18.00 in advance (until 7:30 a.m. on the
day of the concert) and $23.00 at the door. Students with ID
are $15.00 and children ages 6 to 12 are $10.00.
Doors open at 6:30pm; the concert begins at 7:30. The
trademark informal audience songfest with the Walkabout
Clearwater Chorus begins at 6:45. Come sing with us!

Does Nuclear Energy Have A Role?

Experts Say AIM Pipeline Is High-Risk

by Warren Lindholm
It was brought up that the 3 other upstate nuclear plants
besides Indian Point are in trouble financially, due to a spike
downward of natural gas prices, and it has been proposed
that they receive subsidies from New York State. The 3
upstate plants are: Ginna Nuclear Generating Station (610
MW), James Fitzpatrick Nuclear Power Plant (838 MW),
and Nine Mile Point Nuclear Generating Station (1927
MW). Total capacity is 3375 MW. Wow! That’s a lot of
carbon-free power.
[ed note: You can’t ignore the
not-carbon-free energy to mine, process, and transport the
nuclear fuel, all of which is highly energy-intensive, plus the
on-going very high water-processing requirement for
nuclear plants which strains our limited water resources.]
The proposed Tier 3 New York Clean Energy Standard,
the Illinois Low Carbon Portfolio, and other State programs
in Iowa and Ohio are needed to support zero-carbon
emissions from nuclear power plants. These subsidies are
similar to smaller ones that other renewables already
receive. All these subsidies are a cost of reducing carbon
emissions from electric generation in New York, and not to
increase gas burning.

The Spectra AIM pipeline is a large 42" wide, high pressure
gas pipeline that is sited a mere 105 feet from critical safety
structures at the Indian Point nuclear power facility.
According to nuclear and pipeline safety experts (see quotes
below), a pipeline rupture at that location could result in a
nuclear catastrophe worse than the Fukushima nuclear
disaster, posing an unacceptable risk to more than 20 million
people who live within the 50-mile impact radius in the New
York tri-state region, the most densely populated area in the
nation. A pipeline rupture at that location poses a serious
threat to millions of people even if Indian Point is shut
down, because it has more than 40 years’ worth of highly
radioactive spent fuel stored on site.
One expert’s affidavit says: “My extensive experience
in pipeline rupture investigations, spanning many decades,
indicates that Entergy, the NRC [Nuclear Regulatory
Commission], and others making statements that a 42-inch
pipeline rupture can be quickly isolated, and implying that
the pipeline operator can quickly remotely recognize and
isolate the pipeline rupture within minutes (such as a
shutdown in three minutes) are misleading and downright
false. A transient pipeline rupture analysis for the proposed
42-inch, 850 psig pipeline in the vicinity of IPEC [Indian
Point Energy Center] needs to be properly performed,
subject to independent verification of key assumptions, and
gas pipeline rupture possible impacts to IPEC reviewed to
confirm that such a rupture event near IPEC and its
associated key facilities would not prevent the facilities from
safely shutting down, and/or place the public at great risks.”
Nuclear expert Paul Blanch stated in his affidavit: “The
NRC has underestimated the probability of a gas-line
accident impacting the Indian Point nuclear plant by at least
a factor of 1000. Moreover, the NRC and Entergy have
failed to provide any supportable documentation that Indian
Point can safely shut down the plants in the event of a
gas-line rupture, and Entergy has no emergency procedures
in place at Indian Point to respond to a gas-line rupture. The
blast radius from a gas-line rupture would likely encompass
the entire Indian Point site, disabling all vital equipment
required to prevent core damage and major radioactive
releases to the environment…. It is my expert opinion that
once gas is introduced into the AIM pipeline, there will be a
grave and imminent danger to the surrounding area and
residents. The consequences of a nuclear event at Indian
Point may impact millions of lives in the Hudson Valley and
New York City and cause social and economic impacts in
the trillions of dollars range. It is my professional expert
opinion that a transparent and independent risk analysis
must be conducted consistent with NRC regulations 10 CFR
Part 50, Regulatory Guide 1.91, and the requirements of
DOT/PHMSA 49 CFR §192.935 and ASME B31.8(S) prior
to pressurized gas being introduced into the AIM pipeline.”
Algonquin, the parent company of Spectra, has applied
for a permit to turn the gas on in this high-pressure pipeline
without any independent risk analysis. Even if the chances
of a rupture in the vicinity of Indian Point are not high, they
increase with pipeline aging, and coupled with the enormous
and disastrous consequences of a resulting explosion, this is
a risk too high to even contemplate. What are we thinking?

Letter To The Editor
Last month, Warren measured out the distance between the
AIM pipeline and the Indian Point Domes and then stated
that literature against the pipeline is incorrect. None of the
literature states anything different, but it does state:
"The pipeline is under construction a mere 105 feet
from critical safety structures at Indian Point, endangering
the plant and more than 20 million people who live within
the 50-mile impact radius in the New York tri-state area, the
most densely populated region in the nation. "
The safety structures are necessary and used when the
electricity goes out, which would probably happen if the
pipeline exploded. Experts have testified that the explosion
and resulting fire would go out 1000 feet. This would
encompass the electrical lines going into Indian Point.
Inside the 105 feet are the structures that are used as a
backup to Indian Point if an electrical outage occurs. These
are necessary to operate the pumps to keep the nuclear fuels
cool inside the reactor domes and prevent a meltdown. The
spent fuel storage pools also require cooling water. Warren
is only confusing people about the issue.
Daria Gregg

Riverlovers
Fall hike to
Hidden Pond
at Sunny
Ridge Park.
Photo by Bill
Flank.
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What’s Happening
When
Sundays, 10am–3pm, Farmers’ Market at the Beacon
Sloop Club, at Long Dock Park in Beacon. Local cheeses,
eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, fruits and vegetables.
Nov 2, Wed, 7:30pm, Ferry Sloops Fall Lecture Series
presents "Citizen Patrol on the Hudson River" with
Riverkeeper’s captain John Lipscomb at Shattemuc Yacht
Club in Ossining. Potluck & meeting at 6:30.
Nov 6, Sun, 1pm, Riverlovers hike. Meet at Senasqua Park
to walk or even bicycle north to the Croton Landing
Walkway. We can also explore south to the Ossining Bridge.
Info: Call Warren at 914-319-3379 or 914-739-9028.
Nov 12, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Sara Thomsen, with guest Omnia Hegazy.
Upstairs in the Sanctuary at Memorial United Methodist
Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains. Tickets are $18.00 in
advance, until 7:30 a.m. on the day of the concert
(www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602) and $23.00
at the door. Students with ID are $15.00 and children ages 6
to 12 are $10.00. Open seating. Proceeds benefit Walkabout
& Clearwater. Refreshments available. Free parking. Sing
with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal
Teachabout starting at 6:45pm.
For more information:
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
Nov 13, Sun, 4-8pm, Clearwater Gala “Captains’ Tables.”
At The Garrison, 2015 Route 9, Garrison. Celebration of
Clearwater’s sloop captains 1969-present, & fundraiser
event. Info: www.clearwater.org.
Nov 18, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at
Croton Pt. Nature Center. Part 2 of 3 parts of BBC special
"9 Months That Made You." Info: www.riverlovers.org.
Dec 7, Wed, 7:30pm, Ferry Sloops Winter Concert with
Rick Nestler, “Sea Shanties & Sailing Stories.” Free. At
Shattemuc Yacht Club in Ossining.
Dec 10 , Sat, 7pm, Beacon Sloop Club Holiday Sing, at the
BSC Clubhouse, Beacon waterfront.

Proposed Hudson River Anchorages

anchor chains, which could affect endangered sturgeon and
other species, and noise and light pollution from some types
of barges. The U.S. Coast Guard must be asked to do a full
Environmental Impact Statement.
According to Riverkeeper’s Paul Gallay, “It’s not about
safety. It’s not about jobs here in New York. This is about
moving crude oil along the Hudson. The benefits aren’t
there for us, but the potential costs are horrific.”
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2016 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

$40
$55
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________

The U.S. Coast Guard is soliciting public comments on an
industry proposal to establish 43 berths in 10 locations from
Yonkers to Kingston for commercial vessels in the Hudson
River, comprising more than 2,400 acres.
The shipping industry says this is necessary for safety,
but it’s really about expanding industrial use of the river—
for crude oil transport.
The request will significantly
increase the use of the Hudson as an oil shipping hub.
Several accidents and spills around the country clearly
show that crude oil can’t be recovered or cleaned up, if
spilled into a moving water body like the Hudson. Crude oil
is poison for life in the river, and for recreational use as well.
The plan would clearly have a range of far-reaching
environmental impacts, including the increased potential for
oil spills, “scarring” of the river bottom from anchors and

Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate,
River-lovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and
workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our
environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the
surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeriti

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Eric Marshall
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Bill Flank

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
November Newsletter Contributors: Daria Gregg, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Part 2 of
9 Months That Made You

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, November 18, 2016
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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