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Message from the President

Late October, early November: sunny days, rainy days,
and cool days. The autumn leaves are late this year; the
leaves of the deciduous trees are still mostly green. We
had a very rainy summer and we are having a cool autumn. Does this explain the delay of the beautiful fall colors, or is this a manifestation of Climate Change?
We did a few sails on our member’s sailboat, the Blue
Monk recently. On one sail we had calm weather to start
with; then wind came up with white caps on the river. It
was an interesting, albeit overly exciting sail. On another
sail, we sailed across the river to Haverstraw on a weekday where we ate at a lovely restaurant.
We hauled The Blue Monk out of the river in October. It was an endeavor to tow the boat to the dock with
the little dinghy, then to make sure the boat was centered
on the trailer, with two of us in chest deep water.
We kayaked the beautiful Croton River several times
in the late season. Once we kayaked 3 hours after high
tide but it was impossible to go up the lower rapids which
is next to Paradise Island, the first large island. We also
kayaked near high tide and this time we were just barely
able to go as far as the rapids from the Croton Gorge
Unique Area. We did this by paddling as fast as we could
against strong currents which were caused by heavy rains
this season and the deluge from Hurricane Michael.
For the October meeting we screened the PBS Nature
program "Viva Puerto Rico" to an enthusiastic audience.
We watched as the Parrots that were down from a population of 13 birds are now thriving at a rehabilitation center.
We also watched as Manatees were released to a lagoon; a
difficult undertaking due to their 800 pound weight.
Our next potluck meeting will be at the Croton Point
Nature Center, Friday November 16 at 6:30 pm. We’ll
Screen a PBS NOVA program, "What DARWIN Never
Knew". Darwin’s brilliant theory explains how species
adapt and change. How does this actually work? Now,
extraordinary science is answering the question.
For the December 21 potluck meeting , Friday at 6:30
pm we will screen a NOVA Science Now Program: "Climate Scientist Lonnie Thompson".
Come to our meetings, come to our activities. Everyone is welcome. Together we can be educated and educate
others to protect the Hudson River and save the Earth and
its climate for ourselves and future generations.

The Social Cost Of Carbon

By Bill Flank
Do energy projects really create jobs? Wildly exaggerated
claims have been made for political purposes. However, as
a scientist, I think that’s the wrong question. The right way
to assess pipelines and similar projects has little to do with
counting construction or even permanent jobs. A realistic
cost-benefit analysis of any project would include both direct costs and “externalities,” the costs and benefits to our
society (and maybe the world as well) like air or water pollution, or the finding of new or useful knowledge for the
future.
When fossil fuels are involved, the social cost of carbon has to be included. This includes an estimate of dollars
per ton of emitted carbon dioxide that reflects the climate
change consequences of the project’s emissions, like rising
temperature and sea levels, droughts and floods, and negative agricultural impacts.
A realistic and widely used estimate has been made of
$45 per ton. Multiply that by the number of tons of a
project’s expected carbon dioxide emissions, and add that
climate-change cost to the cost-benefit analysis.
Existing coal-fired power plants would become uneconomical, and gas-fired power plants would become less
attractive, while renewables would benefit significantly. On
a national level, the U.S. in 2016 emitted five billion tons,
about 14 percent of the global total of 36 billion tons of
carbon dioxide emissions. That would add about $225 billion a year to the overall costs in our country alone. That’s
a huge price to pay.

Visit Riverlovers Online
By Gunnar Andersen
Do you know that the Currents newsletters for the past 12
years are available online? If you usually read a paper
copy of Currents, try accessing the newsletter online and
see what a difference it makes to view the paintings and
other pictures in color.
The website also displays any recent updates to trips
and meetings. So try it out today:

www.riverlovers.org

Riverlover’s Trip to the
New York Botanical Gardens

Cynthia Andersen
A small group of Riverlovers: Warren, Beverly, Gunnar,
Cynthia and Kirsten visited the NYBG on Friday, November 26. Kirsten brought four friends and ex-member
Jan joined us.
The NYBG presented GEORGIA O’KEEFFE: VISIONS OF HAWAII.
Georgia O’Keeffe was born in 1887 in Wisconsin and
raised in Virginia. She was a painter of the first generation
of American modernists. She studied painting with William
Merritt Chase and others.
Bringing together 20 of Georgia O’Keeffe’s little
known depictions of Hawaii from her nine-week sojourn in
1939 while on commission to produce images for a Hawaiian Pineapple Company promotional campaign, this exhibition offers a new perspective on the pioneering American modernist. The lush flower show we saw in the Haupt
Conservatory explores the remarkable beauty and variety
of Hawaiian flora-as well as its complex botanical and
cultural history.
A stunning exhibition in the Art Gallery featuring
O’Keeffe’s Hawaii paintings and other works spotlights a
transformative experience in the legendary artist’s life.
Like many of her well known paintings, from stark New
Mexican landscapes to New York cityscapes, O’Keeffe’s
dramatic Hawaiian imagery conveyed to us a distinct sense
of place with lava studded beaches ad towering waterfalls
as well as close ups of the exotic tropical flowers that she
encountered. We had a wonderful day and ended it by going on the Tram tour around the marvelous Gardens.

The Gardens multi-disciplinary exhibitions and educational programs reveal the deep connections between plants
and people, nature and culture. These initiatives illuminate
the importance of gardens to human health and to the lives
and work of influential artists and thinkers while also advancing scholarship in the sciences, arts, and humanities.

Pineapple Bud - 1939

Crab Claw Ginger - 1939

Waterfall number 1 - 1939
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White Bird of Paradise - 1939

What’s Happening
When

keep recycling. But please - only put clean items in the
recycling bins. If an item cannot be cleaned, dump it in the
garbage. Also, remember: NO PLASTIC BAGS and NO
STYROFOAM in the recycling bins.

The end of the year is near!
Pay your dues now! Support your river!

Sundays, 10am-3pm. Farmer’s Market at VFW Hall on
Main St. in Beacon. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread,
lamb, fruits and vegetables.
Ferry Sloops “2018 Fall Lecture Series” concludes the
season with “Wintering Birds at Croton Point Park” presented by naturalist Charlie Roberto at the Shattemuc
Yacht Club in Ossining on Wednesday, November 7 at
7:30pm. Come an hour earlier for the Ferry Sloop potluck;
bring a dish.

Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Putnam County area)

Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse presents Robert
jones & Matt Watroba extol of virtues of traditional American music: “Music that Matters” on Saturday, November
10 at 7:30pm in the first floor sanctuary at Memorial Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Avenue, White Plains, NY

Name ___________________________________________

Friday, November 16, 6:30pm, Riverlover’s Monthly
Potluck Supper at Croton Point Nature Center. PBS
NOVA Special, “What DARWIN Never Knew.” The film
answers the question: “Why is there such a stunning diversity of life?” Bring a dish for the Potluck.

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2018 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.

Words From the President
What is a "Heat Rate." This is a measure of fossil power
plant efficiency, to generate electricity. The lower the heat
rate, means less fuel is used to produce electric power. To
simply calculate a heat rate, use the heat value , oil which
is 146,500 BTU/gallon, or gas which is 1032 BTU/ cubic
feet, then multiply by the gallons of oil burned or the cubic feet of gas burned to get total BTU needed, then divide
by the electric generation produced. A heat rate will usually be between 12,000 BTU/KWhr (good) and 14,000
BTU/KWhr (not so good). An emergency home generator
will be 50,000 BTU/KWhr (Terrible). Any questions?

________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

$50
$65
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$25

Name ____________________________________________

Update on Material Recovery Facility Tour
by Gunnar Andersen

Address __________________________________________

Riverlovers members toured the MRF in April of this year.
This facility, located in Yonkers, NY, sorts out all the recycling collected in Westchester County. During the tour, we
saw large pallets of recyclable materials - plastics, glass,
paper, etc. that was ready to be taken to other plants to be
melted down and reused.
Since the tour, there has been much reporting in the
news regarding the decision by China to stop accepting
plastic recyclables from the US. They say that the materials are not clean enough and it was causing a problem for
them. Reports are that some US communities, especially
on the west coast, cannot find anyone willing to accept
their used plastics and are resorting to dumping them in
landfills.
I called the Westchester MRF to see if they are affected by this. They told me that they have several places that
are still accepting their plastic, so please, Riverlovers,

City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
724 Wolcott Avenue
Beacon, NY 12508

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern Westchester-Putnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Gunnar Andersen

432-3112
944-8396
432-3112

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Cynthia Andersen

432.3112

Gunnar Andersen

432.3112

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Outreach

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Warren Lindholm

739-9028

Publicity
Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Cynthia Andersen; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
November Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Bill Flank, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and Film “What Darwin Didn’t Know”

Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center

Bridge

Traffic
Circle
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Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit
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Croton River

Friday, November 16, 2018
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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