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Riverlovers Doings
by Gunnar Andersen
We started off the Fall season with our “Third Friday of the
Month” Potluck on September 19 at the Croton Point Nature
Center. We came prepared to pick dates for our planned
water plant and incinerator visits, and select our Fall and
Winter activities.
The first order of business was the need for a Potluck
coordinator—someone to consistently open the doors, set up
and take down the tables. Thank you, Warren Lindholm, for
volunteering to take on this responsibility!
It was decided that we will have potluck/meetings on
the third Friday in October and November. We will skip
December due to all the other holiday activities that occur
during that month.
Other plans include a showing of “Swim For the River”
during January (perhaps in a local library if we can arrange
it), a tour of the New Castle water treatment plant (Bill Flank
will arrange—see story in this issue) and a tour of the Charles Point incinerator (Jan Ravase will arrange this—see details separately in this issue).
In February we hope to participate in the annual EagleFest. I will be in contact with Teatown and the Nature
Center regarding our role in this event. It was also announced that Riverlover Cynthia Andersen will be bringing
her Powerpoint presentation on the Hudson River School of
painting to the Croton Library on December 4th for the Croton Friends of History.
The rest of the meeting concentrated on the Riverlovers’
kayaking trip scheduled for the next day (see story in this
issue). Thanks again to Warren Lindholm for arranging it.

Jan is making the arrangements for us, and she has to
call them in advance with a count, so give her a call to reserve your spot, at 845-831-3010.

Millwood Water Treatment Plant Visit
The date is set for Saturday, November 22 at 10am, and we
meet at the front door of the plant in Millwood, just up from
Campfire Road and Route 133, which is next to the entrance
to the Taconic Parkway.
For the Millwood plant, tours last about an hour and a
half, and while they are normally open for tours between
7am and 3pm Monday through Friday, they have agreed to
take our small group of 6 to 8 people, and they have specially arranged a Saturday for us, when only one person is
on duty. Bill Chestnut, who is a water treatment plant specialist, will co-host the tour.
We would need to give the plant about three weeks advance notice and provide an exact count for them, and visitors would need to show a photo ID. Give Bill Flank a call
at 238-8240, and we’ll make up a list for them.
There are a limited number of spaces, and you must
call Bill to reserve your spot. This state-of-the-art facility
uses advanced ozonation disinfection and froth filtration to
produce pristine water—the best in the East. Don’t miss this
special opportunity!

A Perfect Day In A Kayak
by Cynthia Andersen
A little band of adventurous Riverlovers met on Saturday,
September 20 at 1 P.M. The trip was just planned the eveContinued on page 3

See How The County Incinerator Works
We’ve got a date for our visit to the County incinerator at
Charles Point, and it’s Monday, October 20th at 1:45pm.
We’ll meet at the administration building, about half a mile
from the entrance, and there will be an orientation overview,
an 8-minute video of the facility in action, and a tour lasting
about an hour.
This modern facility burns most of Westchester’s trash,
and it is an environmentally friendly trash-to-energy operation. We ran out of landfill space, and this is the current
answer to what has to be done after we recycle as much as
we can. To take advantage of this unique opportunity, you
must reserve a place in advance.

Kayaker Terry Doyle

Photo by Cynthia Andersen

Riverlover Of The Month
by Jan Ravase
We all know him, as he has been a Riverlover as long as we
can remember. He’s easy-going, frequently arriving late
with a cold selection of drinks to quench our thirst at Potlucks. He’s got his eye to the stars, retired from Con Ed,
married to Bruni, and, if we need one more visual, it is a
dingy full of Warren meeting the Clearwater on a sail.

From his first marriage, Jimmy and Elisa emerged, both
married, and living in Burlington, North Carolina. Fast forward to Bruni. Who knew Puerto Rico was next door to
Crugers? A missed train, a cup of coffee, a winning glance
and telephone number exchanges. Chemistry—they weren’t
about to let a good man / woman get away! Five years and a
little help from her son, and in 2001 they “tied the knot.”
Let’s put it another way. When Warren was asked to
return as a consultant, he said he was very happy in his retirement! Bruni says his eyes say it all—he doesn’t change,
and she wouldn’t change a thing.

Integrity And The EPA

Recently I got him and his wife on the phone, and there
was passion in many forms: Warren’s love for his job with
both experience and a sense of mission, composting, and
their relationship right out of a movie. I had my mouth open
with more ah-ha’s than I knew what to do with. The written
word will fall flat—engage them, and you will learn and
have a real treat.
Baby Boomer Lindholm was born on March 28, 1947 in
Whitestone, Queens.
He has one brother, three years
younger, living in West Hempstead. The 1960 homestead is
still occupied by his in-pretty-good-shape parents.
Warren went to Flushing High School, graduating with a
class that burst the building, overflowing into the city. At
Queensboro Community College, he became a mechanical
engineer. In those days, businesses recruited. He spent almost 39 years at his first job. Then I got the specifics in a
world foreign to me.
Boiler inspections of each power plant turbine (especially near the UN). Fan balancing. Performance. Environmental efficiency. Warren got satisfaction from working
with his hands, frequently on all fours as the first defense.
Regarding safety and the future, we have to burn fuel somewhere. Carbon dioxide is in the air. Going with renewable
power such as wind or solar, or fossil fuel burning, is one of
the ways to go What is good for the environment should be
the first priority. Then there’s the hybrid car phenomenon.
As for nuclear power, he feels the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is checking on everything. So closing Indian
Point? Not on his missing-work watch.

Congress is continuing its investigations into the state of
scientific integrity at the Environmental Protection Agency,
and a Senate panel recently questioned current and former
heads of the agency’s Office of Research and Development
under President Bush. The focus was on a controversial new
policy that gives federal agencies facing cleanup liabilities
additional, and sometimes secret, opportunities to influence
EPA’s health assessments of pollutants.
Opposing testimony was presented by the current head,
George Gray, who oversaw adoption of the new policy, and
the former agency head, Paul Gilman, who pushed for openness in the process. Gray claimed that the new policy “encourages a free and frank exchange” among agencies, while
Gilman said that federal agencies that pollute should offer
their comments in public, rather than in secret, on the EPA
scientific assessment of pollutants. He added that a public
comment process provides “the transparency that improves
credibility” of EPA’s chemical assessments.
The Government Accountability Office says the policy’s
secrecy provisions limit the scientific credibility of EPA’s
assessments. This secrecy elevates the views of other federal agencies, including the Defense Department, over those
of EPA scientists. According to one hearing witness, a former assistant secretary of energy, “We would never allow the
EPA, in secret, to delay military activities. Why should we
permit a system in which the Defense Department, in secret,
has the ability to block EPA efforts to protect human health
and the environment?"
EPA staff scientists and outside advisors were asked to
testify, but they declined, saying they feared retaliation if
they spoke out publicly about what they see as political interference in the agency’s scientific judgments. A case was
cited where political appointees removed an advisor and
redacted her comments from the final report, because an
industry group complained about her public comments in
other places about the dangers of a chemical whose toxicity
was being reviewed.
Politics and ideology have been given priority over
health and the environment to an unprecedented degree under the current Republican administration, and vested interests wield inordinate power, no matter what the science and
the public interest might call for. That’s got to change.

Pay your dues now—support our river!
$15 Individual & $20 Family
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What’s Happening
When

Cree Proverb

Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb &
mushroom spring rolls.
Oct 11, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Sharon Katz & The Peace Train. At Memorial
United Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains.
Tickets are $17.50 in advance (available from
www.BrownPaperTickets.com), $20 at door, $15 at door
with student ID, $10 children 6-12, open seating. Proceeds
benefit Walkabout & Clearwater. Refreshments available.
Free parking. Informal songfest starts at 6:45 pm. Info:
www.walkaboutclearwater.org or call 914-242-0374.

Only when the last tree has died and the last river has been
poisoned and the last fish has been caught will we realize we
cannot eat money.
Quoted from the Beacon Sloop Club Broadside
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________

Oct 17, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers “Third Friday” Potluck
at Croton Point Nature Center. Sign up for water plant &
incinerator tours. Prepare for our Fall events. Check our
website for the latest info, at www.riverlovers.org.

City __________________________ State ____________

Oct 27, Mon, 7:30pm, Benefit Concert for the Paramount
Theatre, featuring Wynton Marsalis & Quartet. Tickets
$50-$75. Info: 914-739-2333 or www.paramountcenter.org

Please send check ($15 individual, $20 family) for 2008 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.

A Perfect Day—Continued from page 1

ning before at our monthly Potluck dinner meeting, which
was fairly well attended. Warren, armed with the Tide Tables, planned the trip down to the last and most important
detail: High Tide was at 3pm on this brilliantly beautiful day
at the Annsville Paddlesports Center in Peekskill; one of the
sites recommended by the Governor's Task Force in 1999 for
access to the Hudson River.
In 2000, Governor Pataki announced that three acres of
former state Department of Transportation-owned land
would be developed at Annsville Creek into a public recreation area. The property is now open to the public as the
State's first waterfront paddlesports center for paddle watercraft sports and offers picnicking, fishing, boat launching
and bird watching. The paddlesports center was very welcoming and accessible with its concessionaire, which offered
us our kayak rentals. They fitted us with vests and led us to
their specially designed kayak and canoe launch. We were
off—some in single kayaks and some in doubles.
All of us had done kayaking before and we all agreed
that the weather conditions were the best we had ever experienced. We started out in the wide open Hudson and went
under two bridges before we got to the Annsville Creek, another of the Hudson River access sites. The creek reminded
Gunnar and I of the mangroves we kayaked through in Key
West, Florida, narrow tree-lined, mirror-still waterways with
lots of birds and sea life. We had lots of laughs on this trip.
It was a happy, congenial group and I think we will probably
all be doing more kayaking in the near future.

Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________

I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

Individual
Family
Contributor
Sponsor

$40
$55
$100
$200

Mariner
Sailing-Master
Benefactor
Student

$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

Visa

MC

Discover

Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:

Clearwater, Inc.
112 Little Market Street
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601

Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’
purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators, or
write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:
Vice Pres. (programs):
Secretary:
Treasurer:
President-Emeritus

Gunnar Andersen
Robin Fox
Cynthia Andersen
Daria Gregg
Eric Marshall

432-3112
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696

Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group

Coordinator

Phone

Envir. Education

Bill Flank

238-8240

Membership

Gunnar Andersen

432-3112

Newsletter

Bill Flank

238-8240

Newsletter Distribution

Cynthia Andersen

432-3112

Photographer/Archivist

Beverly Dyckman

739-5057

Potluck

Robin Fox

271-6088

Robin Fox

271-6088

Outreach

Publicity
ShadFest

Web Page: www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
October Newsletter Contributors: Cynthia Andersen, Gunnar Andersen, Jan Ravase

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
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Croton River

Friday, October 17, 2008
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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