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Message From The President
Autumn is coming with its warm sunny days and cool clear
nights. We plan for many wonderful activities this Fall.
But first, I want to say we had many interesting activities this summer: sailing on our
members’ sailboat, Solar Wind,
kayaking in the Annsville Creek,
canoeing with the Audubon Society in Constitution Marsh, and
whitewater rafting in the Upper
Delaware River. Also, environmental activities, including helping in a Riverkeeper shore clean- Bill Flank and Warren Lindup, and a successful outreach
holm on rafting trip
table at the Clearwater Festival.
And then, we had a very well-attended sail on the Sloop
Clearwater (so well attended that we almost went over the
50-person limit). We embarked on a clear summer evening.
We had many hands raising up the 3000 lb. sail. We were
inspired by a talk from the environment educator, saying
how bad the Hudson River was years ago. She spoke of how
it was so bad one could see what color the auto plant was
painting the cars that day from the river discharge. The Riverlovers and guests were treated to a concert by three young
ladies from the crew. The highlight was when they sang my
favorite song, Woodie Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land.”
I want to thank Cynthia Andersen, Daria Gregg and Bill
Flank for inviting groups of people to the Clearwater sail.
We collected $562.50, to donate to Clearwater and Riverlovers in memory of our dear friend and founding member
Terry Arnold. These organizations were important to her.
Now to the future, let’s do another sail on our members’
sailboat, the Solar Wind, on Sunday, October 7th at 2:00 p.m.
Our guests are welcome to raise and set the sails and to handle the tiller. Call me for details.
We will return to Rockefeller State Park Preserve on
Sunday October 21st at 1:00 p.m. We chose an interesting
and scenic walk among many available ones, crossing 13
bridges over Gorey Brook in the lower part of the Preserve.
Let’s meet in the parking lot on the southwest corner of
Route 9A and Route 117. If coming south on 9A, go up the
ramp on the left leading to Route 117, make a right at the
light and an immediate left into the parking area on the south
side. If northbound on 9A, take the ramp on the left up to
Route 117, make a left at the light and then another left into

the parking area on the southwest corner of this large intersection. (If you reach the next traffic light and Route 448,
you’ve gone past our meeting spot.) We’ll meet at 1pm and
caravan from there to a special parking area for our hike,
which won’t necessitate paying a parking lot fee at the main
section of the Preserve.
For the October 19th Potluck meeting we will have
Andy Hofer demonstrating and teaching knots. I’ve seen his
talk before and it’s very entertaining, informative and with a
little magic thrown in. For the November 16th meeting we
will have the traditional turkey dinner with all the fixings.
Yum! I’d like to invite Chris Letts to do a talk.
This winter we will resume movie nights. I’m planning
to do an encore presentation of “An Inconvenient Truth.”
Another film will be “Koyaanisqasti” from the Hopi language, “Life out of Balance.”
This should be an interesting season, so plan to be part
of the action.

Can You Believe It?
by Robin Fox

It's Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse time again! This is
our 25th season, fully booked with superb performers.
We begin with a tribute to Woody Guthrie—Woody
Guthrie Night, Saturday, October 13, 2012. The evening has
been put together by traditional musician, Peter Siegel. He
has gathered Lissa Shneckenberger, David Bernz, Carolann
Solebello, Hope Machine, and Rick Nestler—all fine musicians who include Woody's music in their repertoires—to be
on our stage. A highlight of the evening will be an interview
with Pete Seeger, taped especially for Walkabout, plus Bob
Sherman, host of WFUV's long-running radio program,
“Woody's Children,” who will be on hand. This will be a
splendid night of music and talk, a fine start to the season.
We continue the season:
November 10—Martha Redbone Roots Project
December 8—Brother Sun (Greg Greenway, Joe Jencks,
and Pat Wictor)
January 12—The Kennedys
February 9—Garnet Rogers
March 9—Vance Gilbert
April 13—The Nields
May 11—Work o' the Weavers
Please be sure to mark your calendar for the October
Concert and then post the enclosed flier.

How Clean Are Electric Vehicles?
Electric vehicles (EVs) show tremendous promise to revolutionize the auto industry in coming years, but they are only
as clean and sustainable as the power grid they plug into.
The Union of Concerned Scientists has researched the issue
carefully, and here is what they say.
First of all, to accurately compare electric and gasoline
vehicles, one has to take into account the emissions from
producing the fuel as well as from consuming it. For gasoline vehicles, this means including emissions not only from
propelling the car—i.e., burning the fuel in the engine—but
also the emissions associated with extracting petroleum,
refining it, and delivering it to the vehicle. For EVs, while
no tailpipe emissions occur from consuming electricity to
propel the vehicle, we still have to take into account the (often substantial) emissions that result from generating the
electricity.
Because most drivers are familiar with the concept of
miles per gallon (mpg)—the number of miles a car can travel
on a gallon of gasoline—we can calculate an equivalent figure for EVs to make it easy for car buyers to compare the
global warming emissions of electricity-powered and
gasoline-powered vehicles. To do so, the global warming
emissions that would result at the power plant from charging
a vehicle with a specific amount of electricity were analyzed,
and then this estimate was converted into a gasoline mileper-gallon equivalent.
What did UCS find? Well, not surprisingly, the way you
generate electricity makes an enormous difference in an
EV’s global warming emissions. For example, if you were
to charge a typical midsize EV using electricity generated
entirely by coal-fired power plants, its global warming emissions would be equivalent to the emissions from operating a
gasoline vehicle with 30 mpg fuel economy. But if you
charged that same vehicle with electricity derived exclusively from wind power, it would result in global warming
emissions equivalent to that of a gasoline vehicle getting
3,900 mpg—more than a 100-fold difference.
Of course, because the electric grid in the United States
is comprised of a mix of electricity-generating sources which
vary across the country, you need to look more closely to
make the analysis really useful for today’s consumers. To do
so, UCS analyzed the global warming emissions you can
expect when you plug in an EV in any one of 26 regions
around the United States. The good news is this: No matter
where you live in the United States, electric vehicles charged
on the power grid have lower global warming emissions than
the average compact gasoline-based vehicle sold today.
In many regions, EVs are far and away the best choice
from a global warming standpoint, with emissions far less
than even the best gasoline hybrids now on the market. In
fact, some 45 percent of Americans live in regions where
this is the case (including California, most of New York, and
the Pacific Northwest). Some 37 percent of Americans live
in regions, such as Florida and most of Texas, where an electric vehicle has the equivalent global warming emissions of a
41 to 50 mpg gasoline vehicle, comparable, in other words,
to the best gasoline hybrids available today. In some areas,
however, such as the Rocky Mountain grid region covering

Colorado and parts of neighboring states, coal makes up a
large percentage of the power-plant mix, so in this region,
EVs, while still a good choice, deliver global warming emissions equivalent to a 31 to 40 mpg gasoline vehicle—in
other words, similar to the most efficient non-hybrid
gasoline-powered vehicles now on the market. Some 18
percent of Americans currently live in such regions.
The bottom line: No matter where you live, EVs offer a
good choice when it comes to reducing global warming
emissions, but just how good varies considerably depending
on where the vehicle is charged. Still, it is worth bearing in
mind that, while the environmental benefits of driving an EV
vary by region, electric grids across the country are getting
cleaner. Some 29 states and the District of Columbia are
now implementing renewable electricity standards mandating that more electricity than ever before is generated from
clean, renewable sources while an increasing number of
older and dirtier coal plants are being retired. These changes
will only increase the environmental benefits of EVs in the
years to come.

Quote Without Comment
“For decades, the NRC staff’s actions and decisions have
consistently demonstrated they know spent fuel pools pose
higher hazards than dry storage (or that they are the luckiest
guessers in the world). They simply refuse to publicly admit
what Thomas Jefferson would have described by now as
self-evident truths. Yet another study is simply not needed
for the NRC to now take the obvious step based on these
known relative risks and compel the transfer of irradiated
fuel from the higher hazard spent fuel pools into lower hazard dry storage.
“Without doubt, irradiated fuel is safer and more secure
in dry storage than in spent fuel pools. Given a choice between experiencing a General Emergency or an Unusual
Event, I trust every nuclear professional would choose the
latter.”
Dave Lochbaum, Nuclear Safety Project Director, Union of Concerned Scientists, in testimony on Indian Point
before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, August, 2012

Now This Is News!
Ex-global warming critic Professor Richard Muller of University of California-Berkeley published his data correlation
between earth temperature and carbon dioxide levels over
the last 250 years, admitting the error of his ways in criticizing human contributions to climate change. Wow!
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The graph
relates land
temperature
and atmospheric carbon dioxide
over the
past 250
years.

What’s Happening
When
Sundays at the Beacon Sloop Club, Farmers’ Market
10am–4pm. Local cheeses, eggs, pasta, bread, lamb, mushroom spring rolls, fruits and vegetables.
Oct 13, Sat, Deadline for voter registration for November
election. It’s not just a right—it’s an obligation!
Oct 13, Sat, 7:30pm, Walkabout Clearwater Coffeehouse
featuring Woody Guthrie Night. At Memorial United
Methodist Church, 250 Bryant Ave, White Plains. Advance
tickets $18 at www.BrownPaperTickets.com/producer/5602
or $23 at door. Open seating. Proceeds benefit Walkabout &
Clearwater. Refreshments available. Free parking. Sing
with the Walkabout Clearwater Chorus at its informal Teachabout starting at 6:45pm. Info: call 914-946-1625 or
www.WalkaboutClearwater.org.
Oct 14, Sun, noon-5pm, Beacon Sloop Club Pumpkin Festival, at Riverfront Park, Beacon, NY. Pumpkins, pies, soup,
music, vendors, sails and more.
Oct 19, Fri, 6:30pm, Riverlovers Monthly Potluck at Croton Point Nature Center. Andy Hofer will be demonstrating and teaching knots (and with a little magic too). Info:
www.Riverlovers.org.
Oct 21, Sun, 1pm, Riverlovers Ramble in Rockefeller Preserve. Scenic Fall hike along groomed trails and streams.
Meet in parking lot on southwest corner of Route 9A &
Route 117. For reservations and detailed directions, call Bill
Flank at 914-238-8240. See page 1 for more info.

—Address the potential release of radioactive pollution
from drilling operations.
—Review the siting plans in view of the risks of potentially explosive natural gas pipelines.
These are just some of the poorly addressed issues that
need to be resolved before we plunge blindly ahead in seeking simplistic solutions to complicated problems. We should
be smarter than that. We need to be smarter than that.
Here's how to join Riverlovers…
(the local Clearwater Sloop Club in the Northern
Westchester-Putnam County area)

Application for Riverlovers Membership
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City __________________________ State ____________
Zip ____________ Telephone _______________________
Renewal ___ New ___ Additional Contribution $_________
Please send check ($25 individual, $35 family) for 2012 to:
Riverlovers, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520.
I want to have Riverlovers Currents delivered electronically.
________________________________________________
Send to this e-mail

Yes! I Also Want To Join Clearwater
Please sign me up in the following membership category:

	

	

	

	


Fracking And Health Impacts
The question isn’t why should we do a Health Impact Assessment, the question is why would we not do a HIA when
there is overwhelming evidence that fracking is dangerous to
health. The dangers are explored in a video by Josh Fox
titled, "The Sky is Pink" which also highlights the parallels
between the gas industry’s denials of potential health impacts
and the disinformation campaign that was waged by the cigarette industry 50 years ago. The mantra “gas wells don’t
leak” is synonymous with “cigarettes don’t kill” and is an
equally egregious falsehood.
The truth is that the New York DEC has failed to evaluate the myriad issues that accompany gas drilling and there is
no way in good conscience that the state should be finalizing
a fracking plan at this time. In addition to the failure to do a
Health Impact Assessment, the DEC has also failed to:
—Address the issue of upward migration of methane
and the toxic byproducts of fracking through natural faults in
the earth, which are widespread, and through leaks from improperly sealed wells, which are also widespread.
—Prepare a plan for the disposal of millions of gallons
of toxic wastewater contaminated with chemicals known to
be used in the fracking process, and also formed under the
conditions of use within the wells.
—Update studies of greenhouse gas emissions associated with the production and use of natural gas.

Individual	

Family	

Contributor	

Sponsor	


$40	

$55	

$100	

$200	


	

	

	

	


Mariner	

Sailing-Master	

Benefactor	

Student	


$500
$1000
$5000
$10

Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _____________________ State ______ Zip _________
Please include check payable to Clearwater, or charge by credit card

	


Visa	

	


MC	

	


Discover	


Amex

Account No. ______________________________________
Exp. Date ________ Signature ________________________
Mail To:	

 Clearwater, Inc.
	

724 Wolcott Avenue
	

 Beacon, NY 12508
Your Clearwater membership gets you the Navigator and
other benefits, along with being part of Riverlovers’ “parent”
organization representing individuals and Sloop Clubs up
and down the Hudson Valley “working for the River.”
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Riverlovers - Who We Are
Riverlovers, Inc. is a chartered Sloop Club of the Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater, Inc., an environmental non-profit membership
organization whose most visible symbol is its member-owned and
operated 106-ft. sloop “Clearwater.” As a local affiliate, Riverlovers’ purposes are:
• Maintaining an active Sloop Club in the Northern WestchesterPutnam County area;
• Meeting the needs and interests of individuals through a variety of
interest groups, including monthly Potluck dinner meetings with
varied programs, environmental education and awareness, boats and
sailing, concerts and festivals;
• Organizing trips and recreational activities, seminars and workshops, learn-to-sail programs and Clearwater visits;
• Research, education and action to protect our rivers and our environment;
• Working for access and effective land use along the Hudson River
and its tributaries;
• Boating projects on the Hudson River, to reach out to the surrounding community for educational and recreational purposes.
We invite you to join us. Contact our interest group coordinators,
or write to Riverlovers, Inc., P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson, NY
10520. Together we can do a lot!

Riverlovers Officers
President:	

Vice Pres. (programs):	

Secretary:	

Treasurer:	

President-Emeriti	

	


Warren Lindholm	

Robin Fox	

Cynthia Andersen	

Daria Gregg	

Eric Marshall	

Gunnar Andersen	


739-9028
271-6088
432-3112
944-8396
827-3696
432-3112	


Interest Group Coordinators
Interest Group	


Coordinator	


Phone

Envir. Education	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Membership	


Gunnar Andersen	


432-3112

Newsletter	


Bill Flank	


238-8240

Newsletter Distribution	

 Cynthia Andersen	

Outreach	

Photographer/Archivist	

 Beverly Dyckman	


739-5057

Potluck	


Warren Lindholm	


739-9028

Robin Fox	


271-6088

Publicity	

ShadFest	


Web Page: www.riverlovers.org
Newsletter Submissions
Please send news articles and other items of interest to
Riverlovers Currents, P.O. Box 285, Croton-on-Hudson,
NY 10520. Include your name, address, and phone number.
Names can be omitted on request.
Back issues of Riverlovers Currents are available at
our web site, www.riverlovers.org

Newsletter Committee: Editor, Bill Flank; Associate Editor, Mel Fitting
October Newsletter Contributors: Bill Flank, Robin Fox, Warren Lindholm

Riverlovers Monthly Potluck
and “all about knots” with Andy Hofer
Riverlovers, Inc.
P.O. Box 285
Croton-on-Hudson, NY 10520

Train Tracks
North
9 & 9A

Go Here!
Nature
Center
Traffic
Circle
GateHouse
Pavilion

Croton-Harmon
Exit

Bridge
Railroad
Station

Croton River

Friday, October 19, 2012
6:30pm
Croton Point Nature Center
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432-3112

